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Foreword
Foreword
‘oreword
Foreword

Starting from this issue the Banipal magazine, gets in its thirteenth years and as
for we decided further development of qualitative and quantitative, especially
our General Directorate has received the responsibility of financing the maga-
zine, directly from our budget, so the directorate decided to increase the number
of pages and developing its topics quantitatively whether what concerns with
the studies or the creative writings.

In this issue of the magazine, the numbers of published studies are 16 literary,
historical and lingual once, five of them in the Syriac section, and eight of them
in the Arabic section, as well as two studies in the Kurdish section in addition to
one study in the English section. Within these studies ,Seven of them research
of different aspects of Syriac literature ,and three of them concern with the Syri-
ac language, Dialects and grammar , also another two studies specialize of the
Syriac journalism ,as well as two studies concern archaeology , in addition to
one study concerns the modern history , finally one study specialize of the me-
dia . The writers of these studies are various of their cultural origins and lan-
guages, so among of them Syriacs, Kurds, Arabs and foreigners.

Just here I refer to the two studies which specialize of the archaeology and
they are about “ tel Qasrah” in Ankawa and the Church of “ Darbandi Bazian *
in Sulaimania , the first study shows the deep history of Ankawa sub - district
and its originality, as for the second study recalls an important architectural ,
religious and civilizational archeology was going to waste and vanish from the
history annals unless the thanked efforts which were exerted by the scholars of
archeology in the governorate to discovering the church and digging out the ar-
cheological founds from their remains.

Also what specialize of the creative and literary studies that they are large
quantities and so varying. So during the time we publish texts of our three pio-
neer writers, Georgis Warda and Khamis Qardahi from the thirteenth century in
the Syriac section, and Ahigar from the seventh century B.C. in the English
part , also we publish four poems of four our contemporary poets who write
with the Syriac language.The magazine is continuing to register the legends and
folk tales from the elders of our different villages and country sides.

Furthermore, the inner and back covers have been decorated by the tab-
leaux of the sculptor Mazin Shaawi as well as his biography and his works.

Editorial Staff
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-Reveal not thy secrets before thy
friends, lest thy name become des-
pised of them.

-With him who i1s more exalted than
thou, quarrel not. With him who is. ..
and stronger than thou, contend not;
for he will take of thy portion and add
it to his. Behold even so is a small
man (who strives) with a great one.

-Remove not wisdom from thee
Gaze not overmuch lest thy vision be
dimmed.

-Be not (too) sweet, lest they swallow
thee: be not (too) bitter lest they spit
thee out.

-If thou wouldst be exalted, my son,
humble thyself before God, who hum-
bles an exalted man and exalts a lowly
man.

-What men's lips curse, God does
not curse. God shall twist the twister's
mouth and tear out his tongue.

-Let not good eyes be darkened, nor
good ears be stopped, and let a good
mouth love the truth and speak it.

-A man of becoming conduct whose
heart i1s good is like a mighty city
which is situated upon a mountain.
There is none that can bring him
down. Except a man dwell with God,
how can he be guarded by his own ref-
uge ? ..., but he with whom God is,
who can cast him down?

-A man knows not what 1s in his fel-
low's heart. So when a good man sees
a wicked man let him beware of him.

Let him not join with him on a journey
or be a neighbor to him--a good man
with a bad man.

-The bramble sent to the pomegranate
tree saying, "The bramble to the pom-
egranate: Wherefore the multitude of
thy thorns to him that touches thy
fruit ?" .. The pomegranate tree an-
swered and said to the bramble, "Thou
art all thorns to him that touches thee."
All that come in contact with a right-
eous man are on his side.

-A city of wicked men shall on a gusty
day be pulled apart, and in ...its gates
be brought low; for the spoil of the
righteous are they.

-Mine eyes which I lifted up unto thee
and my heart which I gave thee in wis-
dom hast thou scorned, and thou hast
brought my name into disgrace .

-If the wicked man seize the corners of
thy garment, leave it in his hand. Then
approach Shamash: he will take his
and give it to thee.

-Hunger makes bitterness sweet, and
thirst sourness.

-...If thy master entrust to thee water
to keep and thou do it faithfully, he
may leave gold with thee... A man one
day said to the wild ass, " Let me ride
upon thee, and I will maintain thee ...
" Said the wild ass, "Keep thy mainte-
nance and thy fodder, and let me not
see thy riding." ...Let not the rich man
say, "In my riches I am glorious."
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said to the goat, "Come, I will cover
thee with my hide." The goat an-
swered and said to the leopard, "What
need have I for it, my lord ? Take not
my skin from me." For he does not

greet the gazelle" except to suck its
blood.

-The bear went to the lambs. "Give me
one of you and I will be content." The
lambs answered and said to him,
"Take whichever thou wilt of us. We
are thy lambs."

-Truly, 'tis not in the power of men to
lift up their feet or to put them down
without the gods.

-Truly, 'tis not in thy power to lift up
thy foot or to put down. If a good
thing come forth from the mouths of
men, it 1s well for them, and if an evil
thing come forth from their mouths,
the gods will do evil unto them.

-If God's eyes are on men, a man may
chop wood in the dark without seeing,
like a thief, who demolishes a house
and...Bend not thy bow and shoot not
thine arrow at a righteous man, lest
God come to his help and turn it back
upon thee.

-If thou be hungry, my son, take every
trouble and do very labor, then wilt
thou eat and be satisfied and give to
thy children.

-If thou bend thy bow and shoot thine
arrow at a righteous man, from thee is
the arrow but from God the guidance.

-If thou be needy, my son, borrow
corn and wheat that thou mayest eat
and be sated and give to thy children
with thee.

-Take not a heavy loan or from an evil
man. Moreover, if thou take a loan,
give no rest to thyself until thou repay
the loan.

-A loan is sweet as [. ..], but its repay-
ment is grief.

-My son, hearken not with thine ears
to alying man.

-For a man's charm is his truthfulness;
his repulsiveness, the lies of his lips.
At first a throne is set up for the liar,
but in the end they find out his lies and
spit in his face.

-A liar's neck is cut [i.e. he speaks
very softly?] like a. ..virgin that is hid-
den from sight, like a man who causes
misfortune which does not proceed
from God.

-Despise not that which is in thy lot,
nor covet a wealth which is denied
thee. Multiply not riches and make not
great thy heart. Whosoever takes no
pride in the names of his father and
mother, may the sun not shine upon
him; for he 1s a wicked man.

-From myself has my misfortune pro-
ceeded: with whom shall T be justi-
fied ? The son of my body has spied
out my house: what can I say to
strangers? My son has been a false
witness against me: who, then, has
justified me? From my house has gone
forth wrath: with whom can 1 strive
and win?
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-First count the secrets of thy mouth;
then bring out thy words by number."
For the instruction of a mouth is
stronger than the instruction of war.

-Treat not lightly the word of a king:
let it be healing for thy flesh.

-Soft is the utterance of a king; (yet) it
is sharper and stronger than a two-
edged knife.

-Look before thee: a hard look on the
face of a king (means) “Delay not!”
His wrath is swift as lightning: do thou
take heed unto thyself that he display
it not against thine utterances and thou
perish before thy time.

-The wrath of a king, if thou be com-
manded, is a burning fire. Obey it at
once. Let it not be kindled against thee
and cover thy hands.

-Cover up the word of a king with the
veil of the heart.

-Why should wood strive with fire,
flesh with a knife, a man with a king?
I have tasted even the bitter medlar,
and I have eaten lettuce but there is
naught which is more bitter than pov-
erty.

-Soft is the tongue of a king, but it
breaks like a dragon's ribs; like a
plague, which is not seen.

-Let not thy heart rejoice over the mul-
titude of children nor grieve over their
fewness.

-A king is like the Merciful; his voice
also is loud: who is there that can
stand before him, except one with
whom i1s God?

-Beautiful is a king to behold like Sha-
mash, and noble is his majesty to them
that walk the earth. ...A good vessel
covers a word 1n its heart, and a bro-
ken one lets it out.

-The lion approached to greet the ass:
"Peace be unto thee." The ass an-
swered and said to the lion: ...I have
lifted sand, and I have carried salt; but
there is naught which is heavier than
grief!

I have lifted bruised straw, and I have
taken up bran; but there is naught
which is lighter than a sojourner!'

-War troubles calm waters between
good friends!

-If a man be small and grow great, his
words soar above him. For the open-
ing of his mouth is an utterance gods,
and if he be beloved of gods they will
put something good in his mouth to
say.

-Many are the stars of heaven whose
names no man knows. By the same
token, no man knows mankind.

-There 1s no lion in the sea, therefore
they call a flood a b (lion).

-The leopard met the goat when she
was cold. The leopard answered and
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Ahiqar once maintained
Nabusumiskun. The latter and his two
companions report to Esarhaddon that
they have slain Ahiqgar. The rest of the
story is missing altogether. We know
from the later recensions that eventu-
ally the king did, in fact, miss Ahiqgar's
advice sorely and was overjoyed to
learn that he was still alive, and that
Ahiqar was rehabilitated while Nadin
got his deserts.)

Ahiqar’s Proverbs

-What is stronger than a braying ass?
The load.

-The son who is trained and taught and
on whose feet the fetter is put shall
prosper.

-Withhold not thy son from the rod,
else thou wilt not be able to save him
from wickedness.

-If I smite thee, my son, thou wilt not
die, but if I leave thee to thine own
heart thou wilt not live.

-A blow for a bondman, a rebuke for a
bondwoman, and for all thy slaves dis-
cipline.

-One who buys a runaway slave or a
thievish handmaid squanders his for-
tune and disgraces the name of his fa-
ther and his offspring with the reputa-
tion of his wantonness.

-The scorpion finds bread but is not
pleased, and something bad and is
more pleased than if one feeds it...

-The lion will lie in wait for the stag in
the concealment of the... and he
and will shed its blood and eat its
flesh. Even so is the meeting of men.
..alion. ...

-An ass which leaves its load and does
not carry it shall take a load from its
companion and take the burden which
is not its [own with its own] and shall
be made to bear a camel's load.

-The ass bends down to the she-ass
from love of her, and the birds ....

-Two things which are meet, and the
third pleasing to Shamash: one who
drinks wine and gives it to drink, one
who guards wisdom, and one who
hears a word and does not tell. Behold
that is dear to Shamash. But he who
drinks wine and does not give it to
drink, and one whose wisdom goes
astray, and. .. is seen. ...Wisdom....

-To gods also she is dear. For all time
the kingdom is hers. In heaven is she
established, for the lord of holy ones
has exalted her.

-My son, chatter not overmuch so that
thou speak out every word that comes
to thy mind; for men's (eyes) and ears
are everywhere (trained) upon thy
mouth.

-Beware lest it be thy undoing. More
than all watchfulness watch thy
mouth, and over what thou hearest
harden thy heart.

-For a word is a bird: once released no
man can recapture it!
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counselor of all Assyria, and is liable
to corrupt the land against us." Then,
when the king of Assyria had spoken
thus, he appointed with him two other
men to see how it would turn out.

So this officer Nabusumiskun went
away riding on a swift horse, and
those men with him. Then, after three
more days, he and the others who
were with him sighted me as 1 was
walking among the vineyards. Now
when this officer Nabusumiskun be-
held me he straightway rent his mantle
and moaned "Are you the wise scribe
and man of good counsel, who was a
righteous man and by whose counsel
and words all of Assyria was guided?
Extinguished be the lamp of your son
whom you brought up, who you set up
at the gate of the palace. He has ruined
you, and an evil return is it."

Then I, Ahiqar, was afraid. I answered
and said to that officer Nabusumiskun,
"Am I not the same Ahigar who once
saved you from an undeserved death?
When Sennacherib , the father of this
King Esarhaddon, sought to kill you,
then I brought you to my house. There
I sustained you (iv 49-63) as a man
deals with his brother, having hidden
you from him and having said 'l killed
him,' until at a later time and after
many days | brought you before King
Sennacherib and cleared you of of-
fenses before him and he did you no
evil. Moreover, Sennacherib was well
pleased with me for having kept you
alive and not having killed you. Now
do you do to me even as I did to you.
Don't kill me. Take me to your house
until other times. King Esarhaddon is

merciful as any man( ?). In the end he
will remember me and wish for my
advice. Then you will present me to
him and he will spare me alive."

Then the officer Nabusumiskun an-
swered and said, "Fear not, my lord
Ahigqar, father of all Assyria, by whose
counsel King Sennacherib and (all) the
host of Assyria (were guided) !" Then
the officer Nabusumiskun said to his
companions, those two men that were
with him, " Do you listen and pay at-
tention to me while I tell you my plan,
and a very good plan it is." So those
men answered and said to him. "Tell
us, O officer Nabusumiskun, what ev-
er you will, and we shall listen to
you." The officer Nabusumiskun then
spoke and said to them, "Listen to me.
This is Ahiqar. He is a great man and a
bearer of the seal of King Esarhaddon,
and the whole army of Assyria was
guided by his counsel and words. Let
us not kill him [undeservedly]. I will
give you a eunuch slave of mine. Let
him be slain between these two moun-
tains instead of this Ahiqar. When it is
reported, and the king sends other
men after us to see the body of this
Ahiqar, then they'll see the body of
this eunuch slave of mine. (v 64-78) In
the end King Esarhaddon [ will re-
member Ahiqar and desire his ad vice]
and he will regret etc."

(Since only the right half--or less than
half--of col. V is preserved, its transla-
tion involves too much conjecture. It
1s, however, certain that
Nabusumiskun's companions agree to
his plan, and Nabusumiskun secretly
main- tains Ahiqar in his house as
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THE WORDS OF AHIQAR

“ Aramaic Proverbs and Precepts *

Translator: H. L. Ginsberg

The text is preserved as the more re-
cent writing on eleven sheets of pal-
impsest papyrus of the late fifth centu-
ry B.C. recovered by German excava-
tors from the debris of Elephantine,
Upper Egypt, in the years 1906-7. The
first four papyri, with a total of five
columns, contain the story of Ahiqar,
which is in the first person; the re-
maining seven, with a total of nine
columns, contain Ahiqar's sayings.
The composition of the work may an-
tedate the preserved copy by as much
as a century.

The action of the narrative centers
about the court of the Assyrian kings
Sennacherib ( 704-681) and Esarhad-
don (680-669). Of other persons
named therein, Nabusumiskun actual-
ly was a high official of Sennacherib,
and Ahigar himself may be a reflex of
Adadsumusur, a priest who officiated
in the reigns of Sennacherib and Esar-
haddon and exerted a certain amount
of influence over them. All of the
proper names fit well into an Assyrian
milieu. For the sayings, too, a Meso-
potamian origin is indicated by repeat-

ed references to Shamash as god of
justice.

Prior to the recovery of the old Arama-
ic text, several post-Christian recen-
sions of the book of Ahiqar were
known, the Syriac one being the old-
est. The man Ahiqar is mentioned in
the book of Tobit (1:22; 14:10; etc.).
Columns i-ii (lines 1-31) are too de-
fective for smooth translation. In them
Ahigar (‘hyqr) relates how, having
grown old piloting the Assyrian ship
of state throughout the reign of Sen-
nacherib, and being without a son of
his own, he adopted and instructed his
sister's son Nadin and then persuaded
Esarhaddon to make him his
(Ahigar's) successor; whereupon Na-
din requited his foster-father's kind-
ness with calumny.

(i11 32-48) Then Esarhaddon, the king
of Assyria, answered and said: "Do
you, Nabusumiskun one of my father's
officers, who ate of my father's bread,
seek the old man Ahigar wherever you
may find and kill him. Otherwise this
old man Ahiqgar is a wise scribe and
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2 This name is not attested before the Turk-
ish period; see Segal, Edessa, p. 3.

3 Ibid., p. 6; Drijvers, Cults, p. 10.
14
Segal, Edessa, p. 9.

> On the early history of Harran, see J. N.
Post-gate, “Harran,” Reallexikon der Assyriol-
ogie, vol. 4, pp. 122 ff.

1 See V. Davidovi¢, “Trade Routes between
Northern Syria and Central Anatolia in the
Middle of the Il Millennium B.C.” Acta Su-
merologica 11 (1989): 3 ff.

7 A. Billerbeck, “Die Palasttore Salmanassars
Il von Balawat,” Beitréige zur Assyriologie 6
(1909): 56.

' E. Honigmann, “ Urfa keilschriftlich na-

chweisbar?,” Zeitschrift fiir Assyriologie 39
(1930): 301 f.

19 Segal, Edessa, p. 5. See also Drijvers, Cults,
p. 9.

20 Bar-Bahlul, Lexicon Syriacum, vol. 2, p.

39:9.

! See R. Payne-Smith, ed., Thesaurus Syri-
acus (Oxford 1879-1901; Hildesheim, 1981),
vol. 1, p. 38.

2. Lewy, “Studies in the Histori Geography
of the Ancient Near East,” Orientalia n.s. 21
(1952): 265, n. 2.

23 Kh. Nashef, Rekonstruktion der Reiserouten
zur Zeit der altassyrischen Handelsniederlas-
sungen, Beihefte zum Tibinger Atlas des vor-
deren Orients, Reihe B, Nr. 83 (Wiesbaden,
1987), pp. 53-54. See also my review article
of this book in ZA 81 (1991): 146-50.

2% |dem, “Qattara and Karana,” Welt des Ori

ents 19 (1989): 36, n. 6.
2 Lewy, “Studies,” p. 265, n. 2.

%6 Van Liere, “Urkis, centre religieux Hurrite,”
Annales archéologiques arabes syriennes 7
(1957): 94.

7 B. Groneberg, Die Orts- und Gewdsserna-
men der altbabylonischen Zeit, RGTC 3

(Wiesbaden, 1980), p. 3.

% A. Goetze, “An Old Babylonian lItinerary,”
JCS 7 (1953): 51 ff.

? |bid., p. 61

3% M. FAlkner, "Studien zur Geographie des
alten Mesopotamien," Archiv flr Ori-
entforschung 18 (1957-58): 35.

31 W. Hallo, " The Road to Emar," JCS 18
(1964): 82.

32 See also Hallo’s map, ibid., p. 87, where
Admum is placed northwest of harran.
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* Among the other Near Eastern cities which
were given Greek or Latin names are Ammo-
nite Rabbat (Amman) — Philadelphia, Acco-
Bet Shean-
Scythopolis, Halab-Beroia, Susita-Hippos (the

Ptolemais (later Antiocheia),

latter name is a mere translation of the Ara-
maic one); see V. Tcherikover, Hellenistic Civ-
ilization and the Jews (Philadelphia, 1966), p.
109. Most of the original names continued to
be used, despite the change, but this does
not seem to be the case with Edessa.

3 M. Astour, “ A North Mesopotamian Lo-
cale of the Keret Epic,” UF 5 (1973): 33 f.; K.
Kessler, Untersuchungen zur historischen To-
pographie
keilschriftlichen Quellen des 1. Jahrtausands

Nordmesopotamiens nach
v. Chr., Beihefte zum Tiibinger Atlas des vor-
deren Orients, Reihe B, Nr. 26 (Wiesbaden,
1980), p. 64.

3% Astour, review of Nashef, Rekonstruktion
der Reiserouten, in JAOS 109 (1998): 687.

3> Falkner, “Studien zur Geographie des alten
Mesopotamien,” pp. 20 ff.

*® The location of Nihriia in northern Syria
sets the geographical context of the “battle
of Nihriia” which took place between the As-
syrians and the Hittites, at the end of the late
Bronze Age; see my Assyria and Hanigalbat:
A Historical Reconstruction of Bilateral Rela-
tions from the middle of the Fourteenth to
the End of the Twelfth Centuriec B.C., Texte
und Studien zur Orientalistik 4 (Hildesheim,
1987), pp. 140 ff., 185, 261.

37 Nashef, Die Orts- und Gewdissernamen der
mittelbabylonischen und mittelassyrischen
Zeit, RGTC 5 (Wiesbaden, 1980), P. 45.

> Ammianus Marcellinus 14.6, p. 69.

® C. Préaux, Le Monde hellénistique: La Gréce
et I'Orient (323-146 av. J.C.), Nouvelle Clio,
vol. 6 bis (Paris, 1978), p. 404.

’ E. A. Wallis Budge, The Chronography of
Bar Hebraeus Gregory Abl I-Faraj 1225-1286
(London, 1932;
1976),vol. 1, p. 5.

reprint ~ Amsterdam,

8 ). -B. Chabot, ed. And trans., Chronique de
Michel le Syrien patriarche jacobite d'Anti-
oche (1166-1199) (Paris, 1899-1924), vol. 3,
p. 278.

° This association of toponyms must be

Bar-Bahlll states that
"Ctesiphon and Mahozé (al-Mada in) are

merely symbolic.

Urhay and Nisibis”; idem, Lexicon Syriacum,
ed. R. Duval (Paris, 1888-1901;reprint Am-
sterdam, 1970), vol. 2, p. 897. As is clear,
Urhay, the once Christian kingdom and cen-
ter of Syriac Christianity, is compared by Syri-
ac with two great religious and political cen-
ters of southern Mesopotamia, Uruk, and
Ctesiphon.

0 My gam al-Buldan, vol. 3, pp. 106-7.

' Chabot, ed., Incerti Auctoris Chronicon
Pseudo Dionysianum Vulgo Dictum, Corpus
Scriptorum  Christianorum  Orientalium,
Scriptores Syri, ser. 3 (Paris, 1927-33), vol. 1,
p. 50:21-22 (Syriac text), vol. 2, p. 40 (Latin
trans.). Medieval historians tend to associate
city names with the names of their alleged
founders, as Yaqut and Pseudo-Dionysius
suggest. This is also the case of Theodore Bar
Koni for whom king Hterl built the city of
Hatra: Theodore Bar Koni, Livre des scolies
(recension de Séert), trans. R. Hespel and R.
Draguet, Corpus Scriptorum Christianorum
Orientalium, Scriptores Syri, vol. 187
(Louvain, 1981), p. 304.
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direction in locating Adme, and the
Syriac sources confirm their conclu-
sion.

Following the first occurrence of
Adme in the Old Assyrian sources, the
archives from Mari (eighteenth century
B.C.) mention the town twice, in the
fragmentary ARM 1103 and in ARM
XIII 139. ARM I 103 is a letter from
the Assyrian king Samsi-Adad I to his
son Yasmah-Addu, whom he had earli-
er appointed governor of Mari, on the
Middle Euphrates. The letter appears
to deal with a military expedition
somewhere in northern Syria. The top-
onyms Hurmi§ and Harizanum are
mentioned on the obverse of the tablet,
and on the reverse (12, 18) it is said
that Samsi-Adad had gone from the
city of Nihriia to Admum. Falkner®>
located Nihriia ( a toponym well attest-
ed in cuneiform sources), somewhere
around Admum.® The other document,
ARM XIII 139:19-20, talks about the
people of Adme (LUMES Ad-ma-a-I
KI) in connection with barley. Adme is
also attested in an unpublished Middle
Assyrian text, DeZ 2212:2,*’ but the
context in which the toponym (a-na
URU Ad-me) is found is not known.

Adme is not mentioned in Neo-
Assyrian texts, in contrast to the partic-
ularly well-documented city of Harran.
The city must have been overshad-
owed by neighboring Harran, an im-
portant cult center of the moon-god Sin
and the last stronghold of the Assyrian
empire. Nonetheless, Adme gained
prestige when Seleucus I Nicator se-
lected it to become Edessa and when
the city officially adopted Christianity
a few centuries later. In both cases, the
city added a cultural and intellectual

character to its ancient role as a com-
mercial link between east and west.

This research has been supported by the So-
cial Sciences and Humanities Research Coun-
cil of Canada.

Y n this article, Edessa is used to refer to the
geographical sot where the city is found, re-
gardless of the fact that it normally refers
only to the Seleucid city on this spot.

? The Greek sources include Procopius, Histo-
ry of the Wars, vol. 2, trans. H. B. Dewing,
Loeb Classical Library, no. 48 (1914; Cam-
bridge, Mass., 1979), not to mention Greek
Church
Sozomen, and Theodoret . Latin sources in-
clude Ammianus Marcellinus 18.5 ff., 19.12
ff., trans. John C. Rolfe, Loeb Classical Li-
brary, vol. (1935; Cambridge, mass., 1982).
Among the Syriac sources one should men-

historians such as Socrates,

tion the famous Chronicle of Edessa, Corpus

Scriptorum  Christianorum  Orientalium,

Scriptores Syri, 3d series, vol. 4, Chronica Mi-
nora, ed. J. Guidi (Paris, 1983), pp. 1-14. The
Arabic sources include, among others, Kitab
Futah al- Buldan of Al-baladuri, ed. M. de
Goeje (leiden, 1866), pp. 172 ff. and Mu gam
al-Buldan of yaqut (sub Gazira and al-Rahha)
(Beirut, 1955-57).

* For a general history of Edessa, see, in par-
ticular, r. Duval, " Histoire politique, reli-
gieuse et littéraire d'Edesse jusqu'd la premi-
ére croisade," JA, 8" ser. 18 (1891): 87-133,
201-78, 381-439 and 19 (1892): 5-102
(reprinted as Histoire d'Edessa [Amsterdam,
1975]); and J. B. Segal, Edessa ' The Blessed
City ' (Oxford, 1970). For a survery of Edes-
sa's history, see H. J. W. Drijvers, Cults

and Beliefs at Edessa (Leiden, 1980), espe-

cially pp. 9-18.

[12010(/ 6760 %uixh /45 \a¢sn


file:///D:/46/وورد%20انكليزي/Amir%20Harrak%20-%20The%20Ancient%20Name%20of%20Edessa.doc#_edn35#_edn35
file:///D:/46/وورد%20انكليزي/Amir%20Harrak%20-%20The%20Ancient%20Name%20of%20Edessa.doc#_edn36#_edn36
file:///D:/46/وورد%20انكليزي/Amir%20Harrak%20-%20The%20Ancient%20Name%20of%20Edessa.doc#_edn37#_edn37

164 DSthies

\a Gy

Bar-Ali (ninth century) and the Maro-
nite Georgius of karm-Sadda (early
seventeenth century), give a similar
interpretation of the name.*" Since DM
does not appear in Syriac chronogra-
phies, where Edessa is almost exclu-
sively Urhay (in a few cases Edessa),
the toponym must have fallen into dis-
use. It was then deemed necessary by
the lexicographers to include DM in
their lexicographical lists.
Syriac DM is attested in cunei-
form as Adme, Admi, and Admum, a
city located near Harran. The oldest
attestation is found on a fragmentary
Old Assyrian “Cappadocian™ tablet,
VAT 9260, which mentions road sta-
tions in one part. J. Lewy edited the
fragment in part and decided which
side was the obverse and which side
was the reverse. In 1987, KH. Nashef
edited the entire text and reversed
Lewy’s ordering,” but ina more recent
article he has gone back to Lewy’s ar-
rangement.>* The following sequence
of toponyms is presented:
Obv. Adme, Mardaman,
[...Jum,[...]
Rev.
Sirum, [...]hu-hu?
Left Edge Sima

Habura, Burallum,

According to the fragment in
question, Adme and Habura are located
on the same route. Habura must have
been a city connected with the Habiir
River, and therefore Adme must have
been located not far from that river.
Thus Lewy’s suggestion that the city
was located northeast of nusaybin is
not correct.2 On the other hand, W.
van Liere’s identification of Adme
with Tell Huera®® (northeast of Jabal

Abd-al-Aziz)is equally erroneous. As
B. Groneberg has noted earlier, tell
Huera has no evidence of an Old Bab-
ylonian settlement.*’

Old Babylonian itinerary texts
provide a better idea of the location of
Adme. One itinerary texts, UIOM
2134, published by A. Goetze,® men-
tions Adme in the following sequence:
( /) Harranum, Sahulda, Haziri, Ad-
mum, Huburmes (/ Urki§ / Subat-Enlil)

The fact that Adme was located three
stages to Harran made Goetze suggest
that the town was to be found “near the
northern rim of the great Mesopotami-
an plain,” somewhere between Nahur
and Eluhat. 2 M. FAlkner went further
and located the city to the west of
modern Viransehir, "on the route of
Urfa."?

When W. Hallo published anoth-
er version of the Babylonian itinerary,
YBC 4499, he pointed to a route going
from Emar>'(Meskene Qadime on the
Euphrates) to Harran and then circling
"northward in the general area of pre-
sent-day Urfa and Viranshehir" where
Haziri (Neo-Assyrian Hazirina and
modern Sultantepe) and Admum must
have been located.?*After Hallo’s pub-
lication, there was a consensus among
Assyriologists that Adme was to be lo-
cated near Harran.> Lately, M. Astour
wrote that Adme “could hardly have
corresponded to any spot but the ex-
ceptionally well-endowed and water-
rich oasis of Urfa. ** Unquestionably,
these scholars have pointed in the right
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sources in question reconstruct that
history with numerous mythological
and biblical-literary motifs which con-
fuse the origins of the city. Thus, the
Syriac chronicler Bar-Hebraeus
(thirteenth century)’ states that in the
days of Enoch, the sage who taught
men how to build cities, 180 cities
were built, of which the smallest was
Urhay (Edessa). Nine centuries earlier,
St. Ephrem the Syrian (fourth century)
wrote about the famous Nimrod “who
ruled in Erech which is Edessa
(Urhay).” He was followed in this be-
lief in the identification of Edessa with
Erech by Patriarch Michael the Syrian
(twelfth century).® Edessa is thus iden-
tified with the Sumerian city of Uruk.’
Jewish and Muslim traditions made
Edessa the dwelling place of Abraham,
whose enemy was the above-
mentioned Nimrod. This explains the
numerous buildings (among which are
two moques) and several fish pools
named after the “Father of the Faith-
ful,” Abraham. As for the arab geogra-
pher Yaqut (thirteenth century), he
called Edessa al-Rahha and stated that
its founder was al-Rahha bin al-
Balandi bin Malik bin Da sar.'’ The
anonymous Syriac Chronicle of Pseu-
do-Dionysius of Tel-Mahre (end of the
eighth century), however, relates the
city name to its first king, RHY BR
HWY 2

The latter Arabic and Syriac
sources reflect the belief that al-rahha
and Urhay (from which modern Urfa is
derived)'* were the original names of
the city. Nevertheless, the occurrence
of the name during the Seleucid period
is not firm. Syriac Urhay may corre-
spond to the second part of the topo-

nym Antiochia Kallirhoe, “Antioch by
the Kallirhoe,” which appears on the
coins struck at Edessa by Antiochus IV
Epiphanes (175-164 B.C.).2 Urhay
may have formed part of the province
name, Osrohene, in which i1t was locat-
ed when the province was created after
the defeat of Antiochus Sidetes in 130-
129 B.C. at the hand of the Parthians.™
Afterwards, the name Urhay appears
predominately in the Syriac and Arabic
sources. J. Segal has questioned why
the name Urhay does not appear in cu-
neiform itineraries, unlike Harran,™
the famous seat of the moon-god,
which is already mentioned in the early
documents from Ebla.® Scholars have
searched for the name Urhay in cunei-
form sources since the beginning of
this century, and A. Billerbeck has sug-
gested that the Til Abne, mentioned in
the so-called Broken Obelisk of Shal-
maneser III, was Urhay.”” Others have
associated Urhay with Assyrian Ru ua,
Neo-Sumerian UrSu, and  Hittite
UrusSa. E. Honigmann rightly rejected
these identifications which were based
only on the phonetic similarity of these
toponyms.'* on the other hand, Segal
seems correct in assuming that Urhay
“may be alluded to under a different
name which has not been identified.”"
Fortunately, Syriac sources give
a name for the city other than the fa-
miliar Urhay and Edessa. One of these
sources, the Syriac-Arabic lexicon of
Bar-Bahlil (tenth century), states the
following:
L)l a5 dipae aud
DM ismu Madinatin wahia al-ruha =
DM: the name of a city which is al-
Rahha
Two other Syriac lexicographers, 130
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Fig. 1. — Edessa and its surroundings

In 304 B.C. Seleucus I Nicator built in
the city a new settlement upon an older
fortress and named it Edessa. The
name was originally given to the an-
cient capital of Macedonia. Perhaps the
reason behind naming the new Hellen-
istic settlement Edessa was that it en-
joyed abundant water, just as its Mace-
donian homonym did. At any rate, the
new name must have replaced an in-
digenous one, as was the case with
many “new” Hellenistic settlements in
the Near East* The phenomenon of
replacing local toponyms with Greek
and Latin ones was already noted by
the Latin author Ammianus Marcelli-
nus (fourth century A.D.), a native of
Antioch, who wrote about the reign of
Seleucus I as follows:

For by taking advantage of the great
number of men whom he ruled for a
long time in peace, in place of their
rustic dwellings he built cities of great
strength and abundant wealth; and

many of these, although they are now
called by the Greek names which were
imposed upon them by the will of their
founder, nevertheless have not lost the
old appellations in the Assyrian tongue
which the original settlers gave them.>

Thus, most of the Hellenistic
settlements in the Near East were
erected on earlier settlements. This is
obvious at such Hellenized cities as
Aleppo and Amman, since these topo-
nyms are attested in cuneiform
sources, but some new settlements also
provided proof of their ancient back-
ground. This is the case of Apamia
where prehistorical data and Hittite
sculptures were excavated in its early
levels. Unfortunately, no systematic
excavations have been conducted in
the pre-Seleucid fortress of Edessa to
help identify the settlement(s) of the
city.

Moreover, the Syriac and Arabic
chronographies which discuss the early
history of Edessa do not help to identi-
fy its pre-Seleucid settlement(s). The
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The Ancient Name

of Edessa

Amir Harrak

Edessa,” modern Urfa in south-
eastern Turkey, is mentioned in vari-
ous Greek, Latin, Syriac, and Arabic
sources.> These describe the city as a
Hellenistic stronghold, the first Chris-
tian kingdom, and the cradle of Syriac
literature. They also indicate the sig-
nificant role it once played as a buffer
city between the Roman and the Par-
thian Empires and later between the
Arabs and the Crusaders. Unfortunate-
ly, these sources offer little infor-
mation about the pre-Seleucid history
of Edessa. No systematic archaeologi-
cal excavations have been conducted
in the city’s early levels, and the an-
cient history of Edessa has remained
shrouded in mystery. Nevertheless,
Syriac lexicographical sources include
in their entries a name for the city
which is similar in form to a toponym
often mentioned in cuneiform itinerary
texts. By identifying this toponym

with Edessa, this paper will shed some
light on the latter’s early history.

Edessa is located on the Balih
River, some two days march from
Harran to the southeast and some ten
days march from Aleppo to the south-
west (fig. 1).2 A river, called in antig-
uity Daysan, passed through it, and its
water, together with that of the Cullab
(Gullab) River, formed the Balih, a
perennial branch of the Euphrates. The
Balih and the many natural springs
flowing around Edessa provide the
city with abundant water. This made
the city an important station on the
silk route-like Nisibis and Singara to
the east-and, as such, it linked India
and China with the Mediterranean
world. As will be seen, its role as a
caravan station is attested as early as
the Old Assyrian period (early second
millennium B.C.).
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