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. In researching and examining
. Most ancient

. Composed

. Aforementioned
Divorce

. Inheritance

. Nurturing

. Acquiring

. Ownership

10. oManifest

11. Positive

12. Level

13. Important role

14. The economy of their homes
15. Incomes

16. Prepare

17. Organise

18. Were busy

19. Families

20. Birds

21. Nursing

22. Taverns

23. Is reflected

24. Agriculture

25. Through various developments. progress
26. Technical Progress
27. Industrial revolution
28. Factory work

29. Housewives

30. Struggle

31. Suffrage. Regarding the coinage of this neologism
see ft. 44 onp. ?

32. Voting

33. National Elections
34. Equal wage

35. Fundamental rights
36. Their freedoms

37. Opinions

38. Companies

39. Famous

40. In their society

41. Public

42. Domestic violence
43. Discrimination

44. Two thirds

45. Intake

46. Sensitive

47. Armed conflicts

48. They are present
49. Front
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A Successful Start in Nuhadra and a
Great Finish in Zakho

In the presence of Archbishop Mar Felix
Saeed Al-Shabi, pastor of the Chaldean
Catholic Diocese of Zakho, priests, and
nuns, the activities of the fifth and final
day of the Syriac Cultural Week 2022
were concluded at the hall of the Diocese
of Zakho on Monday, 12 December 2022.
It should be noted that, the event was
organized by the General Directorate of
Syriac Culture and Arts in the Kurdistan
Region.

The activities began with the opening of
an exhibition of handicrafts and plastic
art by the creative sons and daughters of
our people, as well as an exhibition of
books published by the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts
within its “Syriac Culture” series. After a
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choreography presented by the Barmaya
Troupe, Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, Director-
General of Syriac Culture and Arts,
delivered a speech in which he praised
Zakho and its distinguished figures who
provided great services to the Syriac
culture. Perhaps, the most prominent of
these was Mar Raphael | Bidawid, the
former Chaldean Catholic patriarch who
worked on developing and enriching the
Arabic-Syriac dictionary developed by
Mar Eugene Manna. Additionally, he
praised Younan Hozaya and his role in
developing and consolidating Syriac
education and issuing the Bahra
Dictionary. Then, the scholar Albert
Abuna, a writer, researcher, and historian,
as well as His Beatitude Cardinal Mar

Jluily News ladsn

Louis Sako, the present Chaldean Catholic
Catholic Patriarch. The Director-General
stated that: "The directorate's doors are
always open to everyone and we are ready
to work with everyone today we are here
to say that we are connected through
culture. We need love, not hatred. We
need a dialogue of love that starts from
culture. Our directorate is not for a
particular city or group, but we work and
organize our activities in all the cities of
the Kurdistan Region, and the villages
and towns of the Nineveh Plain as well, if
we can. In conclusion, he thanked the
Diocese of Zakho for its contribution to
the success of this cultural week and
presented an honorary shield in the name
of the Directorate to Mar Felix Al-Shabi.

Then the pastor of the Chaldean Diocese
of Zakho delivered a speech on the
occasion, in which he expressed his
happiness and welcomed the holding of
this cultural event in Zakho, pointing to
the city's lack of cultural centers and
activities and wishing that the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts
would open a sub-division in Zakho. As a
result, the communication and events
would continue in Zakho, the ancient city
that gave birth to icons in our culture and
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the Church.

Later, a group of poets recited their
poems, namely: Abdullah Nuri, Noel
Gemayel, Bashar Baghdidi, and David
Hazem, while Abd al-Masih Badr read one
of his stories. This was followed by a
musical segment on the oud instrument
accompanied by singing, presented by
the artist Anas Kaskos, and choreography
by the Barmaya band. In addition to this,
the artist Youssef Aziz presented lyrical
segments with which the audience
interacted. The work of the fifth and last
day of the Syriac Cultural Week concluded
with a short film on “The Spread of
Christianity.”

Itis noteworthy that the brilliant journalist,
Eva Habib, presented the activities of the
five days of the Syriac Cultural Week
2022.

Notably, the Syriac Cultural Week 2022
continued its activities for the period
from 12-8 December 2022, moving from
Nuhadra (Dohuk) to Algosh and Tisqopa
in the Nineveh Plains, where it concluded
its work in Zakho. The program of the
event included a variety of -cultural
activities, art exhibitions, and dialogue
sessions in which a group of creative
men and women from among our people
participated.
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Fourth Day at Tisqopa
Syriac Cultural Week 2022... A Rich
Program and Fruitful Dialogues

,1- y

On Sunday, 11 December 2022, the town
of Tisqopa hosted the activities of the
fourth day of the Syriac Cultural Week
2022, organized by the General Directorate
of Syriac Culture and Arts in the Kurdistan
Region, at St. Ephrem Hall in Tisqopa.
The event was held in the presence of
Mar Paul Thabit Habib, pastor of the
Chaldean Catholic Diocese of Alqosh,
and Bassem Bello, Deputy of Tell-Kepe
District, in addition to several priests,
nuns, and a large number of people from
Tisqopa, neighboring villages, and towns.
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At the beginning of the activities of the
fourth day, Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna,
Director-General of Syriac Culture and
Arts, presented an honorary shield in the
name of the Directorate to the church of
Tisqopa, which was received by its Pastor,
Fr. Faris Yako Marouki. Then, a dialogue
session centered on “Our History” began
in which Prof. Dr. Amer Al-Jumaili, a
Researcher at the Mosul Studies Center,
the University of Mosul, and Prof. Rakan
Faraj Al-Khayyat, a Researcher at the
Nineveh Antiquities and Heritage
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Inspectorate, dealt with the issue of the
Sennacherib Irrigation Project in Tisqopa.
The session was moderated by Bernard
Youssef, Director of the Syriac Heritage
and Museum. This was followed by a
presentation of choreography by the
Barmaya troupe, which comes from Beth-
Zalin (Qamishli) Syria.

Then certain poets took turns to recite
their poems, namely: Jamil Francis
(Tisqopa) Barzan Abdel-Ghani(Baghdida),
Gabriel Mamuka (Karamles), Ghazwan
Sabah (Baghdida), and Aytham Francis
(Tisqopa). This was followed by a singing
segment with the artist Danny Asmaro
and the musician Bashar Nader.
Additionally, the Tisqopa Folkloric

Ensemble presented a choreography
about traditional marriage in Tisqopa.

On the sidelines of the fourth day's
activities, an exhibition by handicrafts
and artworks of creative men and women
of our people was opened.

It is worth noting that the Syriac Cultural
Week 2022 continued its activities for the
period from 12-8 December 2022, moving
from Nuhadra (Dohuk) to Algosh and
Tisqopa in the Nineveh Plain, as it
concluded its activities in Zakho. lIts
program included a variety of cultural
activities, art exhibitions, and dialogue
sessions, with the participation of elite
creative people from among our people.
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thinker, Mar Thomas Audo, the great
Syriac linguist who wrote dictionaries
and lexicons that preserved our language
for us: from Alqosh, where the monastery
of Rabban Hormizd and his students who
wrote thousands of books that are still
read today. We are here continuing the
march of Syriac art, culture, and creativity,
to continue the path of our fathers and
grandfathers... We are here with you
today to continue together the activities
of the Syriac Cultural Week organized by
the General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts to participate in a distinguished
Heritage Day that recalls the glorious
past and anticipates a promising future.

We thank you for your interaction,
communication, and support, and we
hope that our joint activities will continue
in the future, expand and prosper" He
also pointed out that Algosh, Ankawa,
Batnaya, Tisqopa, Nuhadra, and Zakho
are all our lands, and the love for them is
equal in our hearts.

This was followed by the speech of the
pastor of the Chaldean Catholic diocese
of Algosh, His Excellency Bishop Mar
Paul Thabit Habib, in which he said that
today we are in a wedding held for us by

203

the General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts. In every wedding, the bride is
adorned, and our land, the bride today, is
adorned with our culture, language, faith,
and everything we see today. All of it
reminds us and the whole world that we
are the children of those great ones who
built this civilization and established this
culture , the perpetuation and survival of
which we strive for, despite the many
challenges. Additionally, he pointed to
the importance of our children and future
generations learning our Syriac language,
stressing that children speaking English
is not a cause for pride as much as they
speak the language of their parents and
grandparents, Syriac, which is the
language of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Then a group of girls from Alqosh
Elementary School for Girls, dressed in
traditional folkloric costumes of Alqosh,
presented a song in the Syriac language,
followed by a distinguished presentation
by the students of Christian education in
Algosh then followed by a dance show by
the Barmaya troupe of Beth-Zalin
(Qamishli), Syria.

The third day of the activities of the Syriac
Cultural Week 2022 witnessed the
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presentation of folkloric heritage
costumes from the various villages and
towns of our people. Then, the audience
enjoyed singing performances by the
artists of our people (Danny Asmaro,
Martin Hormuz, and the brilliant Youssef
Aziz), during which a theatrical scene
was presented entitled "The Mother-in-
law and Daughter-in-law" directed by
Raed Jajo. Moreover, Asaad Anwar
presented a solo performance on the
flute, and the Barmaya troupe had a
distinguished presence by presenting
dance shows.

The activities of the Heritage Day were

distinguished by presenting traditional
dishes, making breads of all kinds, and
serving them fresh to the audience in
addition to several popular dishes.

It is worth noting that the Syriac Cultural
Week 2022 continued its activities for the
period from 12-8 December 2022, moving
from Nuhadra (Dohuk) to Alqosh and
Tisqopa in the Nineveh Plain. Then, it
concluded its work in Zakho. The program
of Cultural Week 2022 includeds a variety
of cultural activities, art exhibitions, and
dialogue sessions in which an elite group
of creative people from among our people
participated. The following day, our
program continued in Tisqopa.
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and Perwin Shamoun, who recited
selected poems. This was interspersed
with dance performances by the Barmaya
troupe. Then, a poetic dialogue entitled
“Grandfather and Grandson” was
presented by Basil Shamaya and the child
Youssef Masar Al-Saffar.

The second day also witnessed an
emergence of a dialogue session
centered on the oral heritage of our
people in its cities, villages, and various
areas, in which Michael Benjamin, Latif
Pola, and Behnam Shamni participated,
moderated by Ameer Boulus Ako.
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It is worth noting that the town of Algosh
hosted the third day of the event, Saturday.
The activities of the Heritage on within
the Syriac Cultural Week 2022 continued
for the period from 12-8 December 2022,
moving from Nuhadra (Dohuk) to Algosh
(Friday and Saturday) and Tisqopa in the
Nineveh Plain. Then, it concluded its work
in Zakho. Its program included a variety
of cultural activities, art exhibitions, and
dialogue sessions, in which a group of
creative people from among our people
participated.
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The Activities of the Third Day of the
Syriac Cultural Week 2022 continue in
Algosh with a Rich Heritage Day

———— T

The General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts in the Kurdistan Region
conducted the third day of the Syriac
Cultural Week 2022, at Al-Omaraa Hall in
Algosh on Saturday, 10 December 2022.

The event was held in the presence of His
Excellency Bishop Mar Paul Thabit Habib,
pastor of the Chaldean Diocese of Alqosh,
accompanied by a number of priests,
Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, Director General
of Syriac Culture and Arts, Bernard
Youssef, Director of the Syriac Heritage
Museum, Raed Jerjees, Director of Syriac
Culture, Dohuk, and a large audience of
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residents of Algqosh and neighboring
villages and towns. Furthermore, in
Alqgosh, the directorate hosted the
opening of the Handicrafts and Heritage
Handicrafts  exhibition, with the
participation of a group of talented sons
and daughters of our people in handicrafts
and heritage.

Then, the activities began with a
welcoming speech by the Director General
of Syriac Culture and Arts, in which he
said: “From Algosh, where the monastery
and school of St. Michah of Nuhadra are
located: from Alqosh, the city of the great
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Nabati, Zina Youssef, Mina Awitar Sadigq,
and Nimrod Qasha, took turns in reciting
selected poems, interspersed with
musical performances by the Kinnara
Orchestra.

Then, a dialogue session emerged on
“the reality of Syriac singing,” with the
participation of the great artists of our
people, namely: Shlimon Bet Shmuel, the
poet Nineb Lamassu, and the artist
Youssef Aziz, and it was moderated by
Laith Benjamin. The audience interacted
with the session, especially with the
melody of Syriac songs accompanied by
the playing of the lute.

The first day concluded its activities with
the opening of an art exhibition that
included plastic works and other
handicrafts, in addition to a book
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exhibition that included the publications
of the General Directorate of Syriac
Culture and Arts within the Syriac Culture
Series.

It is worth noting that the Syriac Cultural
Week 2022 continued its activities for the
period from 12-8 December 2022,, moving
from Nuhadra (Dohuk) to Alqosh and
Tisqopa in the Nineveh Plains, and then
concludes its activities in Zakho. Its
program included a variety of cultural
activities, art exhibitions, and dialogue
sessions, in which a group of creative
people from among our people
participated.
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Beloved Alqosh Hosts the Activities
of the Second Day of the Syriac Cultural
Week 2022

The activities of the second day of the
Syriac Cultural Week 2022 were launched
with a recitation of a poem by His
Excellency Bishop Mar Paul Thabit Habib,
Pastor of the Chaldean Catholic Diocese
of Algosh, which was organized by the
General Directorate of Syriac Culture and
Arts in the Kurdistan Region. The event
was conducted at the Algosh Youth
Forum Hall, on Friday, 9 December 2022,
with the presence of a distinguished
audience.

After a dance performance delivered by

the Barmaya troupe from Beth-Zalin
(Qamishli), Syria, the host of the
ceremony, Eva Habib, sincerely welcomed
the audience. Poet Latif Pola recited a
poem, followed by a theatrical
performance entitlted "The Rioters",
written and directed by Basil Shamaya,
starring: Noel Toma, Ewan Abdel-Masih,
Jawhar Freddy, Rita Jamil, and Christian
Zahi.

The activities of the second day continued
with the participation of certain poets,
namely: Siham Jubouri, Hermuz Moshi,
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From Nuhadra... The Launch of the

Activities of the Syriac Cultural Week
2022

Amid a distinguished official and public
presence, the Syriac Cultural Week 2022
was launched in the presence of Mar
Abris Youkhana, Representative of His
Holiness Mar Awa lll, Patriarch of the
Assyrian Church of the East, Mar Paul
Thabit Habib, Chaldean Catholic Bishop
of Algosh, Ano Jawhar, Minister of
Transport and Communications of the
Kurdistan Regional Government, Dr. Salar
Othman, Undersecretary of the Ministry
of Culture and Youth, Ali Tatar, Governor
of Dohuk, several members of the
Kurdistan Region Parliament, and a large
audience.

On Thursday, 8 December 2022,
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Muhammad Aref Jaziri Hall in Nohadra
witnessed the launch of the activities of
the Syriac Cultural Week 2022, organized
by the General Directorate of Syriac
Culture and Arts in the Kurdistan Region
and the Directorate of Syriac Culture and
Arts, Dohuk. Amidst a distinguished
official and public presence, its mobile
activities continued between Nuhadra,
Algosh, Tisqopa and Zakho, for the period
from 8 to 12 December 2022.

The ceremony started with a dance
painting presented by the Barmaya Syriac
troupe coming from Beth-Zalin (Qamishli)
in Syria, followed by the speech of the
Governor of Dohuk, Dr. Ali Tatar, who
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indicated that the holding of this Syriac
cultural weekin Dohuk is the best example
of the fraternal coexistence that all
components enjoy there. He pointed out
the depth of the roots of the Syriac culture
which extend back thousands of years
Before Christ, was radiant and had a role
and impact on other civilizations, even
imposing its language on other
civilizations in writing and speaking.
Moreover, he stressed the interest of the
regional government in providing the
appropriate means to serve, develop and
preserve this language.

The ceremony launch was followed by a
speech by the Ministry of Culture and
Youth of the Kurdistan Regional
Government delivered by Dr. Salar
Othman, Undersecretary of the Minister,
who emphasized the importance of
fraternal coexistence in the region and
indicated that the ministry pays great
attention to the cultures of the
components, as we do not have a small
component and another large component,
as everyone enjoys the same amount of
respect, care, attention, and praising. The
representative of the Minister of Culture
expressed his gratitude to the Director-
General of the Syriac Culture and Arts,
Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, and the staff of
the directorate for their efforts in
organizing distinguished events and
activities. He also stressed the Ministry's
support for the Directorate and its specific
activities, and for all other general
directorates concerned with the affairs of
the components, without any interference
in their affairs.

This was followed by the speech of the

General Directorate of Syriac Culture and
Arts delivered by, Mr. Kaldo Ramzi
Oghanna, during which he announced the
launch of the Syriac Cultural Week 2022
to be "A starting point for revitalizing the
cultural movement in Nuhadra and its
surrounding villages, towns, and cities of
our people, and thus we move from there
to Algosh, Tisqopa, and we conclude in
Zakho. We emphasize that our message
is openness to one another, and as
difference and diversity are a source of
richness and not a cause of disagreement,
proceeding through the path of culture to
open ourselves up to other cultures.” He
expressed his happiness that "today we
are among you, our brothers and loved
ones, here in Nuhadra-Ma'althaya, dear to
our hearts, where a famous school was
established and flourished, in which St.
Ith-Alaha and Mar Sahdona graduated,
and not far from it, in Alqosh, St. Michah
of Nuhadra founded his famous school...
to confirm the prominent educational role
of our people throughout the ages. Then,
Mr. Oghanna presented the shield of the
General Directorate of Syriac Culture and
Arts to the representatives of the
associations participating in the cultural
week.

This was followed by a piece of music
with a Syriac song presented by the
Kinnara Orchestra from Baghdida, the
capital of Syriac culture.

During the ceremony, a short film entitled
“Nuhadra” was shown, which dealt with
the history of this ancient city, the depth
of its ancientroots, and its bright, splendid
present. While a group of male and female
poets of our people, including Boutros
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transparency and consider the public's
opinion. The competition jury consisted
of celebrities: Dashni Murad, a famous
pop star Charbel Mezher, a Lebanese
pioneer in the field of marketing and
advertising Youssef Aziz, a well-known
music composer and singer, Benjamin
Yalda, a rapper and founding member of
the Erbil Club, and the social media star
Dr. Saif Janan, President of Saif Janan
Foundation for Intellectual Development
and a well-known content creator. The
wonderful event was moderated by Zain
Anwar and Maryam Qardagh, two
prominent young content creators. Ten
creators from the Syriac youth presented
their meaningful content, which varied
between the inspiration of the ancient
Mesopotamian civilization, with its roots
stretching back thousands of years and
the authentic heritage of our people, and
their daily lived reality. Five of them
competed, and three winners were
selected by the jury. The five contents
include: “My Journey in Grade 12" by
Youssef Bashar, “Wiana” on the Syriac
customs and traditions inherited to this
day by Reem Shamoun from Qamishli,
“They Destroy, We Build” by Ghali Basem
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segment. The dancing duo (Saif Toza and
Cynthia Asadorian) starred by presenting
impressive performance panels, while
the trio (Mays, Mazen, and Julnar)
presented a distinguished show of playing
the ganun, violin and quitar, accompanied
by singing. It is reported that the artist
Dashni Murad presented an improvised
lyric segment of her most beautiful
Kurdish songs, amid the interaction and
applause of the audience. The ceremony

about returning and rebuilding after
liberation, “Neighbors” by Ragheed
Ninwaya, is about life in Mosul under ISIS
control, and “Traditional Fashion” by
David Salem Rahim on the traditional
costumes of our people, their continuity
and preservation. The event attendees
voted to decide on the winners by entering
an online direct voting platform, using a
special code for the competition. Then
the jury took the stage of the festival to
present the prizes to the winners.

The winners include:

First Place: “The Neighbors” by Ragheed
Ninwaya.

Second Place: “They destroy, we build” by
Ghali Basem.

Third Place: “My Journey in Grade 12" by
Youssef Bashar.

The activity witnessed a presentation of
several entertainment segments, in which
the audience interacted remarkably and
imposed an atmosphere of joy and
interaction. A selection of our singers
presented wonderful lyrical segments, in
which several stars participated, namely: L
Nagham Edwar, Youssef Aziz, Oger
Adwar, and the artist Riad Othman
presented a distinguished lyrical

Az ar

Al i?,,'_:.‘
I \weginall gl

Inkawa | rlpasy
‘et 2022

included direct interviews with several
content makers participating in the
competition and social media celebrities
conducted by Eva Habib. It is noteworthy
that the entries submitted to the Syriac
Content Creators competition were
initially screened, according to special
criteria, so that only ten of them were
selected to reach the final competition
for the three gold, silver, and bronze
prizes.
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briefed, during his visit, on the progress
of the museum's development work
within the project “Preserving the Cultural
Heritage of Minorities in Iraq”, in
cooperation with the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID) and
the Antiquities Coalition, which is
advancing at an accelerated pace, and
praised the efforts made in completing
the project efficiently. The Director
General of Syriac Culture and Arts gave a
brief explanation about the museum and
its contents, and the pace of work
progress in the museum development
project, thanking the American people,
(USAID), and the Antiquities Coalition for
all their support. Without it, the Syriac
Museum would not have witnessed all
these developments, stressing the
aspiration to more cooperation in the

future with (USAID). Notably, this
achievement is highly appreciated by our
people at home and abroad, especially in
the United States of America. Mr. Barker
also visited some of the museum's
corridors and praised the historical mural
completed within the project's work, and
the Ankawa History mural that is still in
the development process. The Chief of
Mission was presented with a handicrafts
souvenir inscribed with the phrase ‘Thank
You USA’ by a female employee of the
museum. The visitor admired the museum
and the preservation of the ancient
heritage in order to present it to the
younger generations at its best.
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A Festival Full of Creativity
"Al-Jeeran” wins the
“Syriac Content Creators Award”

A

On Saturday,29 November 2022, Ankawa
witnessed the awards ceremony of the
“Syriac Content Creators” festival, which
was organized by the General Directorate
of Syriac Culture and Arts in the Kurdistan
Region, at the Galaxy Hall, in the presence
of a distinguished group of content
creators, social media stars and a large
audience, as well as tens of thousands of
followers of the live broadcast on social
media. At the beginning of the ceremony,
Mr. Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, Director-
General of Syriac Culture and Arts,
delivered a brief speech in which he

affirmed the support and encouragement
of his directorate for the promising young
talents of our people, not only at the level
of the content industry but at all levels.
Moreover, this competition is only the
first building block that we hope to be
followed by larger and broader steps that
open the doors of the future for youth to
highlight their talents, shine and innovate.
Then, Laith Benjamin, Director of the
Festival, discussed the selection criteria
according to which the ten contestants
qualified for the final stages and the
electronic voting mechanism to ensure
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Participating Media Organizations:

1- Nohadra TV.

2- Ishtar TV and website.

3- Yumana Media Corporation.

4- Suroyo TV and Radio Suroyo FM,
Qamishli.

5- Suboro TV.

6- Telesqof website.

7- Voice of Peace Radio from Baghdida.

8- Ankawa.com website.

9- Iraqi Media Network - Al-Iragiya Syriac
Channel.

10- Safrotha Magazine, Union of Syriac
Writers and Writers.

11- Al-Taj Journal, General Directorate of
Syriac Studies.

12- Shragha Magazine, Algosh.

13- Mesopotamia Magazine.

14- Najm Al-Mashreq Magazine, Dar Al-
Najm Al-Mashreq Cultural House for
Publishing and Distribution.

15- Najm Beth Nahrin Magazine, Assyrian
Cultural Center (Dohuk).

16- M-Radio.

17- Tebayn website, the Syriac League in
Lebanon.

18- SBS, Australian Radio.

19- Ashur Radio and Television, Ashur
Media Corporation.

20- Radio Ankawa.

21-Banipal Magazine, General Directorate
of Syriac Culture and Arts.

22- OLIVE Platform.

23- Journal of the Chaldean Catholic
Diocese of Kirkuk and Sulaymaniyah.

24- Ankawa Today page.

25- Bet Kanu Foundation.
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The Chief of Mission of the U.S.
Embassy in Iraq Paid a Visit to the
Syriac Heritage Museum

The Chief of Mission of the U.S. Embassy
in Iraq Paid a Visit to the Syriac Heritage
Museum. David Berker, Deputy Head of
the U.S. Mission and Acting Ambassador
in Iraq, visited the Directorate of Syriac
Heritage and Museum in Ankawa. He was
received by Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna,
Director-General of Syriac Culture and
Arts, Bernard Youssef, Director of the
Syriac Heritage and Museum, and several
employees on Wednesday, 26 October
2022. Mr. Barker opened the lobby of the
Syriac Museum after it was renovated
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and reconfigured according to
international museum standards, to be in
line with modernity and its requirements.
The newly opened souvenir suite of the
Syriac Museum includes handicrafts by
Syriac women that mimic and are inspired
by the ancient Syriac heritage. Therefore,
it is an initiative from the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts to
support working Syriac women and help
them promote their products and
empower women in general. The Chief of
Mission of the U.S. Embassy in Iraq also
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implementation of the decisions and
recommendations of the conference,
consisting of ladies and gentlemen: Amir
Al-Maleh (Sweden), Akkad Saadi (United
States), Laith Benjamin, Yaqoub Mirza
(Sweden), Eva Habib, and Victor George.
2- Work on establishing a museum that
chronicles and documents the successive
genocides that our people were subjected
to, especially the crimes of the so-called
Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL).
3- Supporting efforts seeking to activate
the draft law of the Syriac Scientific
Academy submitted to the Parliament of
the Kurdistan Region and activating the
role of the Syriac Authority in the Iraqi
Scientific Academy.

4- Calling on specialists in the Syriac
language, especially academics, to pay
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attention to developing the Syriac
language, expanding its spread, and
preserving it from extinction. Moreover, it
aimed at discussing effective ways to
encourage new generations to learn and
master it through means that keep pace
with modernity, such as creating elegant
and smooth content directed at children
andyoungpeopleinparticular, specifically,
by taking advantage of well-known
communication sites and in cooperation
with influential celebrities.

5- Working hard to standardize the Syriac
font (electronically) to facilitate the
mechanisms of media work in the Syriac
language around the world. Dr. Kawthar
Najeeb, Akkad Saadi, Manhal Elias, and
Yaqoub Mirza are delegated to the follow-
up committee in this regard, in
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cooperation with George Kiraz.

6- Forming a committee to prepare a
glossary of media terms, and assigning
Dr. Marilyn Awisha the task of the general
coordinator of this committee, in addition
to working on activating the electronic
dictionary platform for Syriac terms to
keep pace with modernity. While working
on adopting a simplified white dialect
(Bashta) that is closer to classical Arabic
in preparing any media material to
facilitate its access to everyone.

7- Establishing an inclusive media
platform to inform our people, a daily
newspaper that covers the activities and
events of our people. As aresult, it should
support the creativity of talented youth in
the media and encourages them to
develop and encourage, working towards
others in various parts of the world so
that the Syriac culture preserves its
splendor, increases its spread, and resists
isolation and possibly extinction.

8- Calling for the formation of acommittee
to defend the rights of Syriac media
professionals, made up of lawyers from
among our people, wherever they may be.
9- Paying attention to the issue of
credibility, without neglecting the
importance of precedence, by adopting
reliable and correct sources and avoiding
spreading rumors and false news.

10- Stimulating coordination and
cooperation between media institutions
regarding media coverage , in order to
face the problems of exclusive
transmission, to draw the attention of our
people's media professionals towards
renouncing contradictions, rise above the

use of inferior language, and adopt a high
level of dialogue in a way that befits the
history and presence of Syriac media.
11- Working to overcome financial
obstacles by providing financial support
through activating the feature of
subscribing to the Syriac media sites, and
motivating  capital owners  and
businessmen to invest in Syriac media
projects and institutions that benefit both
parties.

12- Aiming at holding the conference
annually, and preparing for it through
workshops that are held periodically.
Furthermore, working on analyzing the
reality of Syriac media, following up on
the ongoing and suspended Syriac media,
and analyzing the reasons in addition to
holding online meetings via ‘Zoom’
between Syriac media officials, to bring
their points of view closer.

In conclusion, the conference stressed
the need to draw inspiration from the
meanings of the festival's slogan which
stresses the coherence and
interdependence of the Syriac media,
despite difference and diversity, following
the example of the architecture of the
historical inscription that inspired it. That
is, our cultural presence remains distinct
and based on a unique cultural heritage,
which we work hard to be worthy of.

General Directorate of Syriac Culture and

Arts in the Kurdistan Region
Ankawa, Erbil 27 September 2022
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Din University. In addition, the third one
was entitled “The Importance of
Establishing a Syriac Scientific Complex
for Media,” and was presented by Rond
Boulos, President of the Union of Syriac
Writers. The fourth subtitle was entitled
“Customizing the Syriac Language in the
media”, and was discussed by Yusuf
Begtas, a Syriac writer and journalist from
Tur-'Abdin, Turkey. the fourth session
began to discuss the theme “Syriac Media
and Modern Technologies”. Its media
management was moderated by Ramia
Ahi, and it included the following topics:
firstly, “The Employment of Digital
Technologies in Teaching the Syriac
Language and Expanding Its Spread,
discussed by Mr. Akkad Saadi, Director of
the "Bet Kanu" Project. Secondly,
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“Electronic Media Between Priority and
Credibility” was discussed by Ivan Jani,
president of the "Diana" Center for Culture
and Media. Thirdly, “Keeping Syriac Media
with Contemporary Technologies” was
discussed by Shabu Mikhail, director of
"M-RADIQ". The final topic, centered on
“Social Media and Its Media Experience”,
was delivered by Ragheed Nawana,
director of the "OLIVE" Platform. After
each session, a question-and-answer
session emerged., the floor was opened
for the interventions of the attendees and
participants, and the speakers answered
them with full enthusiasm.

The Final Statement of the Second
Session of the Syriac Media Conference:
Vision, Summary, and Recommendations

At the invitation of the General Directorate
of Syriac Culture and Arts in the Kurdistan
Region, the Syriac Media Conference held
its second session on September 26 and
27 ,2022, at the Galaxy Hall in Ankawa
District, Erbil. The participants included
media professionals, writers, academics,
researchers, and those interested in
media affairs from the homeland, as well
as Syria, Lebanon, Turkey, Sweden,
Australia, and the United States of
America, representing our people's media
organizations around the world.

During the first day, main themes were
discussed, including several sub-
headings in which the speakers dealt with

the reality and challenges of the Syriac
media, and explored prospects for future
work. After each dialogue session, the
floor was opened for the audience's
interventions, inquiries, and suggestions,
and the speakers responded to them at
length and with generosity.

Representatives of the media institutions
of our people met on the second day. The
conference included several
recommendations, which are as follows:

1- Establishing a coordinating body
concerned with Syriac media affairs, and

a committee to follow wup the
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staff, who continue to organize more
distinguished qualitative activities.

Within the activities of the opening
ceremony, and in honor of his pioneering
role in sponsoring Syriac media and
constant emphasis on the necessity of its
cohesion and interdependence, despite
difference and diversity, the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts
celebrated the absent, Archbishop
Youhanna lbrahim, who “will remain
present in our memory”. this is the phrase
written on the memorial plaque presented
by Mr. Oghanna to Archbishop Mar
Nicodemus Matti Sharaf. After that, His
Eminence gave a brief impromptu speech,
in which he considered language as a
means of communicating with others,
and this is the main goal, with our respect
and sanctification of all languages,
especially our language that the Lord
Jesus and his mother Mary spoke, in
addition to the fact that any language is
an expression of the identity and
existence of any people. Praising the
initiative of the General Directorate of
Syriac Culture and Arts to honor
Archbishop Mar Youhanna lbrahim, as it
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is an expression of the feelings of those
who had a distinguished role in giving
importance to Syriac media everywhere.
Then the dialogue sessions of the
conference proceeded. The first session
focused on “Syriac Institutional Media” in
which discussions were moderated by
Shamoon Matti, and it included four sub-
themes. Firstly, “Syriac media between
the homeland and abroad” was presented
by Sami Al-Maleh, a Member of the Board
of Directors of the "Yumana" Media
Foundation.This was followed by the
sub-theme “The Syriac Media Partisan,
What It Has and What It Is” and its media
content was presented by Yaqoub Korkis,
the Central Media Official in the Assyrian
Democratic Movement and CEO of the
Ashur Media Foundation. Then, they were
followed by Zina Youssef, Director of
Suboro Channel, who dealt with the idea
of “Church Media, Strengths and
Weaknesses”. Finally, the matter
“Specialized Satellite Channels” was
presented by the journalist and writer
Mowaffaq Haddad. The second session
examined the topic of “Our People's
Issues in Other Media”, which was
moderated by the journalist and writer
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Georgina Behnam Habbabe, and it
included four sub-headings. Firstly,
“Kurdish Media Follow-up to the Issues of
Our People” was presented by Mr. Ano
Jawhar, Minister of Transport and
Communications in the Kurdistan
Regional Government. Secondly, Fr.
Albert Hisham, the deputy editor-in-chief
of magazines ‘Najm Al-Mashreq’ and
‘Bain Al-Nahrain, by the Najm Al-Mashreq
Cultural House for Publishing and
Distribution, spoke about “The Iraqi
Media Keep up with Our Issues.” Thirdly,
“Does the Media in the Arab World Care
about Our Cause?” was presented by
Habib Afram, President of the Syriac
Leagu, Lebanon. Lastly, “International
Media Dealing with the Issues of Our
People” was discussed by Mr. Yaqoub

Mirza, Director General of Suroyo TV
Satellite Channel.

The Syriac Media Conference continued
its sessions after the lunch break with
two more sessions. The third session
centered on “Syriac Media as a Language”
and was moderated by writer and media
figure Shlimon Daoud Orham. Its sub-
headings were as follows: firstly, “Syriac
Media's Need for Academic Preparation”
was discussed by Dr. Marilyn Awisha, a
Member of the Board of Trustees of the
Iragi Media Network. Additionally, the
second subtitle centered on “Syriac
Language Departments in Universities
and their Role in Supplying Syriac Media”,
and was presented by Dr. Kawthar Najib,
Head of the Syriac Language Department
of the College of Education at Salah al-
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The Launch of the Activities of the
Second Syriac Media Conference in
Ankawa

On Monday, 26 September 2022 the
activities of the Second Syriac Media
Conference were launched and organized
by the General Directorate of Syriac
Culture and Arts in the Kurdistan Region.
The conference was held in the presence
of Mr. Hamay H. Saeed, Minister of
Culture and Youth, Mr. Ano Jawhar,
Minister of Transport and
Communications, Mr. Aiden Maarouf,
Minister of Component Affairs, His
Eminence Mar Abris Youkhana, Bishop of
Kirkuk and Diana and Patriarchal Vicar
representing His Holiness Mar Awa llI
Royel, Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of
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the East, Mar Nicodemus Daoud Matti
Sharaf, Archbishop of Mosul, Kirkuk and
Kurdistan for the Syriac Orthodox, and
numerous priests, current and former
representatives of the parliaments of Iraq
and the region, general managers, heads
of Political parties and organizations,
deputies, representatives of Ankawa
judiciary, government officials and
administrative, civil society and media
institutions of our people, as well as the
presence of a large number of media
professionals, academics and those
interested in the Syriac media affairs, at
the Galaxy Hall in Ankawa, Erbil. The

opening ceremony began with a speech
by the Director-General of Syriac Culture
and Arts, Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, in which
he affirmed his pride in organizing the
largest and widest event at the level of
Syriac media, at home and abroad, by
gathering creative media elites under the
aegis of the Syriac Media Conference in
its second session on the precious land
of Ankawa, "which has become a
homeland of our people.” He stressed the
importance of the cohesion of Syriac
media, despite diversity and differences,
and thanked the regional government, the
Prime Minister's Office, and the Ministry
of Culture and Youth for all their support
and encouragement. After that, a short
film was displayed explaining the
festival's logo and the historical
inscription that inspired it, to indicate the
need for the cohesion of the Syriac media,
despite the difference and diversity as in
the  architecture and inscription
discovered in a historical church in the
heights of Wadi Rajab. This was followed
by a speech by the Minister of Culture
and Youth of the Kurdistan Regional
Government, Mr. Hamay H. Saeed, in
which he praised the activity and
perseverance of the General Directorate

of Syriac Culture and Arts , as well as its
diligence in organizing various activities,
especially the Syriac Media Conference.
Thus, it is of particular importance , he
stressed, that the regional government
realizes the importance of all media not
especially that media of the components.
Notably, his ministry also proudly
includes, in addition to the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts,
general directorates specialized in the
cultures of other groups. In fact, the
regions Council of Ministers and
Parliament includes active elements from
all components, and the children of the
region can receive their education in their
mother tongue. Then, a photo report was
presented on the achievements of the
General Directorate of Syriac Culture and
Arts and its activities during the past
short period. This was followed by the
speech of Ano Jawhar, Minister of
Transport and Communications of the
Kurdistan Regional Government, in which
he mentioned that our people are like
cardamom. That is, the more pressure on
it, it gives off a sweeter scent and its
fragrance spreads. Finally, he offered
many thanks to the General Director of
Syriac Culture and Arts, and its creative
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The Opening Ceremony of the Historical
Mural in the Syriac Museum

With the blessing and presence of His
Beatitude and Eminence Cardinal Mar
Louis Raphael Sako, Patriarch of the
Chaldean  Catholic  Church", the
Directorate of Heritage and Syriac
Museum organized an opening ceremony
for the historical mural completed within
the project to preserve the -cultural
heritage of minorities in Iraq.

This continues its work in the Syriac
Museum, with the support of the United
States Agency for International
Development and cooperation with the
Antiquities Coalition. This took place on
the morning of Tuesday, August 2022 ,16,
at the Syriac Museum in Ankawa, In the
presence of Mar Bashar Matti Warda,
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Archbishop of the Chaldean Diocese of
Erbil, Mar Nathaniel Nizar Ajam, Bishop
of Hadyab Syriac Catholic Diocese, Ano
Jawhar Abdoka, Minister of Transport
and Communications of the Kurdistan
Regional Government, and the delegation
of the US Consulate in Erbil, as well as a
number of members of the Parliament of
Iraqi Kurdistan, Rami Sayawish, Mayor of
Ankawa District, administrative and
government officials and directors of
Ankawa departments, representatives of
civil society organizations, parties and
academics.

Bernard Youssef, Director of the Syriac
Heritage Museum, welcomed all the
attendees, pointing out the importance of

the joint cooperation between the Syriac
Museum and the US Agency for
International Development through this
project, the first fruits of which began to
be visible through this historical mural,
and will become more evident later with
the completion of the next phases of the
project.

This was followed by a speech by Kaldo
Ramzi Oghanna, Director-General of
Syriac Culture and Arts in the Kurdistan
Region, in which he expressed the pride
of the General Directorate of Syriac
Culture and Arts in the presence of His
Beatitude Mar Louis Sako, at this
ceremony, thanking at the same time the
tireless efforts of all contributors to the
completion of this mural, whether from

the organization's work team or its
collaborators, especially = Georgina
Behnam Hababe and Ninab Lamasso,
with special praise for the cooperation of
Father Janan Shamil and Dr. Parwin Badri.

This was followed by the speech of His
Beatitude Mar Louis Raphael Sako, in
which he stressed the importance of
connecting with the land, especially since
we have a great history and heritage, as
well as our rich language that we must
cherish, enrich and preserve in order to
pass on this treasure and rich cultural
heritage on to future generations, which
this work and achievement, which keeps
pace with display methods in
international museums.
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Article on Archbishop Warda's Visit to
Cambridge MA

On Thursday 17 November 2022 His
Excellency Archbishop Bashar Warda of
the Chaldean Church of Erbil traveled to
Cambridge Massachusetts for a public
address and series of meetings with
faculty and students. | had the distinct
honor of occasioning the Archbishop’s
visit in coordination with partners from
the Harvard Catholic Forum, Philos
Project, the Harvard Kennedy School’s
Catholic Caucus, and the Committee for
the Study of Near Eastern Languages.

Prior to his formal remarks, Archbishop
Warda was able to tour Harvard’'s campus,
and meet with students. He was received
at the daily afternoon mass of St. Paul's
Parish and joined a group of students for
lunch in an undergraduate dining hall.
The  Archbishop  remarked  that
conversations such as these are often
the seeds to the collaboration, study
exchanges, and institutional ties which
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have been essential to the success of
Catholic University in Erbil—of which he is
the sitting president.

The Archbishop then spoke to a crowd of
faculty, students and parishioners at
Williams Chapel of Harvard Divinity
School. His remarks ranged from a
historical and legal analysis of the
challengestolraq’s Christian andreligious
minorities, to a picture of his own faith
which has made possible his resolution
and leadership during this hardship. After
the lecture, Archbishop Warda was joined
for dinner by members of the Harvard
Catholic community, and leaders from
the Chaldean and Syriac Orthodox
communities of Boston.

The conversation continued late into the
night as the Archbishop was welcomed
at Hawthorne House, a gathering place
for Harvard Catholics, for a more intimate
discussion and reception. The event also
provided opportunity for exchange
between members of the Boston
Chaldean community and the Catholics
of Cambridge.

The following morning, His Excellency
was able to meet with faculty from the
Near Eastern Department of Languages
and Harvard’s library system. Dr. Michael
Hopper prepared an extensive tour of

Harvard library's Syriac and Aramaic
materials both modern and ancient. After
a very successful conversation, the
parties agreed on future collaboration to
enhance Harvard library’s knowledge of
modern Aramaic sources and expand
library holdings at Catholic University in
Erbil.

Finally, the Archbishop was interviewed
by Philos Project, a non-profit American
institution for the preservation of

Christianity in the Middle East.

This visit was an unmatched opportunity
to build awareness, institutional relations,
and friendships between the Harvard
Catholic community and the Chaldeans
of the East. We are incredibly grateful for
his excellency’s presence, inspired by his
faith, and excited to build this relationship
in the future.

Ryan Zoellner, Cambridge MA,
November 2022
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of the Word of God, from which he drew
both comfort and wisdom for his soul.
The Lord gave him the gift of teaching,
and people came to him for his advice.
Both verbally and in writing, St. Ephrem
led them all to repentance, faith, and
piety. Pagans who listened to the saint's
sermons converted to Christianity.
Besides, he firmly condemned the Arian
heresy, which was causing great uproar
at the time.

He also wrote the first Syriac commentary
on Moses' Pentateuch (i.e. “Five Books”).
He wrote many prayers and hymns,
enriching the liturgy of the church. St.
Ephrem’s famous prayers are To the Most
Holy Trinity, Son of God, and Most Holy
Theotokos. He also composed hymns for
the great feasts of the Lord (Nativity,
Baptism, and Resurrection) in addition to
funeral hymns. His spiritual experience
made him a guide to the monks and a
helper to the pastors of Edessa. He wrote
in Syriac, but his works were very quickly
translated into Greek and Armenian.
Translations into Latin and Slavic were
made from the Greek text.

St. Ephrem, who considered himself the
lowest and worst, went to Egypt towards
the end of his life to see the efforts of the
great ascetics. On his return journey he
visited Caesarea in Cappadocia with
Saint Basil the Great, who wanted to
ordain him as a priest, but he considered
himself unfit for the priesthood. At St.
Basil's urging, he only agreed to be
ordained a deacon, and remained so until
his death.

St. Ephrem,whoreturnedtothewilderness
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of Edessa, hoped to spend the rest of his
life in solitude, but divine providence
again called upon him to serve his
neighbor. The inhabitants of Edessa were
suffering from a devastating famine, and
under the influence of his words, the rich
agreed to offer assistance to those in
need. St. Ephrem then retired to a cave
near Edessa, where he remained until the
end of his life.

Hymn Sixty-Nine is one of St. Ephrem’s
famous hymns, in which he explores the
greatness of the eternal and immortal/
endless God in comparison to the limited
and frail human nature. He warns us in
the first six stanzas not to sail in the sea
of life and knowledge depending only on
our mortal brains, but rather on faith in
the Holy Scriptures so that we could get
to the harbor of truth. Later, in the seventh,
eighth, and ninth stanzas, he urges us to
give thanks to the almighty Lord who, in
his great love and humility, chose to come
to this earth in a human body so that he
could reveal divine glory to the mortal
human beings. Stanzas ten through
twenty-first, which take us to the end of
the hymn, involve manifesting the
inaccessible greatness and holiness of
the almighty God, which can only be made
accessible through God's love and grace
to the frail human beings, who should
approach this divine Creator with pure
faith, humility and gratitude.

Hymn Sixty-Nine

1. If you dispute Being, it is error.
Where would you begin? Where would
you end,
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Frail one?

Refrain: Glory to the Father!

2. Between the beginning and the end
There is rest for the one who travels

On the King's road.

3. For Being, there is neither beginning
Nor end. It is therefore difficult

For the one who investigates him.

4. If you are divided over the truth which
you have held,

You will pour yourself out. Error will give
you as a drink

To the parched earth.

5. If you are troubled by a secret thought,
Debating it will become a great sea,

And it will overcome you.

6. With faith like a boat,

Travel with his Books like a sailor

Into [safe] harbors.

7. Without his Books, do not travel on [the
sea).

Give thanks to his name, so he will
increase his harbors

Among his floods.

8. In his love he has turned aside,
becoming small, though

he is great.

He has become a spring, for whoever is
too weak

To travel [on the sea].

9. And in his love he became a sea,

To acquire thereby the one in need

Of treasures.

10. But if he were to use his nature,
Neither those above or those below
Could travel on it.

11. What thing-made can investigate
Divinity? There is a chasm between it
And the Creator.

12. Divinity is not far removed

From [its] possessions, for love stands
between it

And creatures.

13. No one among investigators

Can approach God. But he is very near
To the discerning.

14. One who is impure cannot share

In that Holy One, all of whom dwells
Within holy things.

15. No one crafty can come

To that Knower, whose love is

For the guileless.

16. One who is puffed-up cannot come
To that Exalted One, for his love bends
down

To the humble.

17. That God cannot be limited

By a human, though he has mercy

Upon humans.

18. That Maker cannot be limited

By things-made, though very great is

His work.

19. That living Son cannot be voiced

By mortals, nor his birth

By debaters.

20. What could overcome that Greatness?
A weak spirit? A diminished soul?

A frail body?

21. Whoever has believed himself capable
of investigating him,

His word wanders, his heart drifts,

All of him presumes.

228



Jluily Research ladan

Church music compositions stopped
around the seventh century. This rich
heritage was also the basis for the Arabic
music. They transmitted during the ninth
century A.D., the Assyrian lyrical music
known by the name of Al-Muwashahat
(Mushhotho in Syriac) by the Assyrian
Ibrahim Al-Mousali and his son Ishak
(850-767 A.D.). Also the famous melodies
of Baghdad (Mawalat) derived from
Assyrian music tradition. The Arabs
spread afterwards this tradition in their
regions and also in Europe (lberian
Peninsula).24
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Saint Ephrem the Syriac
Hymn Sixty-Nine

Dr. Salam Hakeem

Saint Ephrem the Syriac was born in the
early 4th century to a poor peasant family
in the Mesopotamian city of Nisibis. His
parents raised their son in piety, but from
his childhood he was known for his hot-
tempered and boisterous personality. He
often quarreled, acted recklessly, and
even doubted God's providence.
Ultimately, by the grace of God, he
regained his sanity and began on the path
of repentance and redemption.

The young man ran to the mountains to
join the hermits. This form of Christian
asceticism was introduced by a disciple
of Saint Anthony the Great, the Egyptian
desert dweller Eugenius.

Saint James of Nisibis was a noted
ascetic, preacher of Christianity, and
denouncer of Arianism (the Christological
position that Jesus was created by God
as the Son of God). Saint Ephrem became

one of St. James' disciples, and under his
guidance, he gained Christian tenderness,
humility, submission to the will of God,
and the strength to endure all kinds of
temptations.

St. James turned a capricious young man
into a humble and penitent monk. He
realized the greatness of his disciple and
demonstrated his talent. He let him
preach a sermon, entrusted him with
teaching the children in the schools, and
brought Ephrem to the First Ecumenical
Council of Nicaea in 325. St. Ephrem was
obedient to St. James for his 14 years
until the bishop died in 338.

After the Persians captured Nisibis in 363
AD, Saint Ephrem went to a monastery
near the city of Edessa, where he saw
many great ascetics spending their lives
in prayer and worship. Saint Ephrem
combined asceticism with constant study
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Chants", which is used as the Church
hymnal book. The Beth Gazo uses the
modal system of music consisting of
eight ecclesiastical modes. A Church
cleric (i.e. priest, deacon, and singer)
would need to master the modal system
in order to perform his or her liturgical
duties.

The texts of introduced hymns (melodies)
were written without musical notation
and were passed orally from one
generation to another. Today, apart from
sermons, all prayers are sung in the form
of chants and melodies. Since a musical
notation system was not developed in the
Syriac tradition, the melodies were
transmitted down the ages as oral
tradition. As a result, a few schools of
music emerged, most notably Mardin,
Edessa, Tur Abdin, and Kharput, to name
a few. Thousands of tunes and melodies
were in use in the past, most of which are
unfortunately lost. Yet about seven
hundred melodies remain and are
preserved in the Treasury of melodies
known in Syriac as Beth Gazo'4. Therefore
the early Assyrian Church music has lost
a huge part of its originality due to lack of
musical notations as well as proper
musical training. The first authentic
music notation of Church hymns was not
printed until the late 20th century®.

In spite of the introduction of Church
hymns and choirs the negative attitude to
music and festivities remained. In Edessa
a spring festival was celebrated by a
public display of dancing and singing,
until this was prohibited by the decree of
Anastasius in 502 (Byzantine emperor
from 491 to 518). Some years later the
known Church father Jacob of Serug (ca.
521-451) stated that the blessed city of
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Edessa became clean from weeds'®.

The known scholar and father of the
Syrian Orthodox Church Dionysius
(Yagob) Bar Salibi (1171+), bishop and
Metropolitan of Marash and later Amid
(today Diyarbakir) made a statement
about how the Church dealt with music of
this time. In his Treatise against the
Melchites’” he answered a letter of a
converted monk named Isho'8. In Chapter
V:" On how tones and melodies do not
bring any profit to those who sing them
and those who hear them” he described
the Church view of his time.

In connection with the usage of music
Bar Salibi quotes the Bible verse of (Isaiah
1;58):

“Cry with thy throat, spare not, lift up thy
voice like a trumpet and show my people
their transgression, and the children of
Israel their sins." From this view he
continues:

“It is not good to forsake the words of
God and do good worldly service at the
altar.

You see how the Prophets and the
Apostles exhort us to read, interpret,
preach and teach the mysteries of the
faith, and convert anyone who is against
us, and not to sing and to contrive musical
melodies like sirens, nor to bray like
asses, nor to utter sweet sounds like
nightingales, nor to sing like swans, nor
to coo like doves, nor should we institute
to-day afeastforso-and-so,andtomorrow
another feast for so-and-so, and in this
open our stomachs to excessive food,
and broaden our gullets to drink, and thus
pander to the proclivities of our alimentary
desires and minister to occasions of sin
and say :
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“To-day is a feast; we must therefore eat
and drink”. His final conclusion is the
following: “To pagans belong festivities,
songs, dances, banquets and drink, and
to Christians fasting, prayer, and reading
of scripture. In their festivities the Greeks
resemble, therefore, those who are
outside our sheepfold”.

Chorepiscopos Dr. Emanuel Aydin, priest
of the Syrian Orthodox Church and author
of several books count two formative
canon laws within his Church from the
13th century till 1929'°. These are the
canons of Gregorios Bar Ebroyo (“Hudoyo”
or rather Nomocanon) and the canon law
of Dionysius Bar Salibi. Paragraph 66 of
Bar Salibi's canon Law prosecutes
“provocative behaviour by dancing and
singing”20.

He determines also the punishment for
this offence:

- Two months uncoupled from sacraments;
- Two months fasting;

- 40 knee bends daily;

- %2 gold dinar as donation.

- For deacons the double penalty was
arranged.

- Priests were in case of this offence
three years prohibited to attend the Holy
Communion; three years fasting, daily 50
knee bends and had to donate one gold
dinar.

There are also clues about the prohibition
of music and dance in the Eastern-
Church. One of the rules decided on the
synod in 576 under Patriarch Ezekiel was
that Christian women should not sing
secular songs?!.

Audisho Bar Brikha (1318+) has a similar
status like Bar Salibi for his Church
(Apostolic Church of the East). He was
the Metropolitan of Nisibis and Armenia.

His Collection of Synodical Canons was
recognized as an authoritative collection
of laws for the Church of the East at the
Synod of Patriarch Mar Timateos Il in
1318. In the 18th canon Bar Brikha stated
that it is not lawful for Christians to
converse with women musicians and to
drink with them?2. Nineb Lamassu
analysed this in his article on the female
voice in the Rawe folk songs, and
concluded through a linguistic scrutiny of
the Rawe songs, that there were many
female singers at that time?23.

The above described canons are not
removed from the Church but with time
they became obsolete. Nowadays nobody
will be punished because of attending a
Linda George party and talking to her.

The ban of secular music existed contrary
to the (European) Western Church until
modern times. The reasons may lay in
continuous persecution and decimation
of the Assyrians since the 13th century
by the rulers of their region (Mongols,
Turks and Arabs). An exception could be
seen in the singing tradition of the
inaccessible mountain regions of the
Tiyari, Tkhuma and Berwari Tribes. They
were able to preserve different kind of
singing like Rawe until modern times.

The roots of the Syrian church music lay
in the pre-christian era in Mesopotamia.
By establishing the church the Akkadian
seven-tune-scale was transmitted. The
Syriac tone ladder has eight different
tunes (see figure 03)24. This is also the
basis for oriental music of Today.

The rhythms can be simple or compound
and the melodies show great variety,
being reflected in folk music
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“Zmoro” in the Syriac version of the Bible
are not very clear and require deeper
research. Even the original manuscripts
in Greek and Hebrew speak about
revellings or orgies®. There are two
possible explanations for this
discrepancy:

e At the time of the translation there was
a common understanding of this term in
connection with revellings or orgies. So
everybody understood its nuance in this
context. However, through time, this
contextualised nuance was lost to the
subsequent generations.

e The bible translators used this term
consciously for a clear renouncement of
old, profane music rites. It was common
in pre-Christianity to sing and dance while
celebrating pagan gods. Idolatry is
definitely condemned in several Bible
verses.

The above listed Bible verses are seen as
a rule of thumb in several treatises of
early Church fathers. In a detailed
consideration it is remarkably evident
that until today there is not a strong
connection between Music and the
Church. In the Syrian Orthodox Church,
Hymns (Qole) are chanted without the
accompaniment of any music (Zmoro).
The hymns chanted nowadays were
mostly introduced in to the liturgy of the
Syrian Church in the 2nd and the 4th
century by Bardaisan and Mor Ephrem,
respectively.

The attitude of the early Church Fathers
towards music was always very
restrictive. This was the main view of the
eastern as well as the western Church.
The sense of sin took on a new intensity
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with the belief that all mankind had been
tainted by Adam's fall, and that soon the
world would end in a judgment of eternal
punishment or reward. Many Christians
were absorbed in the effort to come
cleansed to that dreaded assize; they saw
a lure of Satan in every pleasure of the
senses, denounced the "world and the
flesh," and sought to subdue desire with
fasts and varied chastisements. They
looked with suspicion upon music, white
bread, foreign wines, warm baths, or
shaving the beard- which seemed to flout
the evident will of God”.

“Yobal and Tubal-Cain, the two
brethren, the sons of Lamech, the
blind man, who killed Cain, invented
and made all kinds of instruments
of music. Jobal made reed
instruments, and harps, and flutes,
and whistles, and the devils went
and dwelt inside them. When men
blew into the pipes, the devils sang
inside them, and sent out sounds
from inside them.

Tubal-Cain made cymbals, and
sistra, and tambourines (or drums).
And lasciviousness and fornication
increased among the children of
Cain, and these had nothing to
occupy them except fornication -
now they had neither prince nor
governor —and eating, and drinking,
and lasciviousness, and
drunkenness, and dancing and
singing to instruments of music,
and the wanton sportings of the
devils, and the laughter which
affordeth pleasure to the devils,
and the sounds of the furious lust
of men neighing after women.”
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Aphrahat (ca. 270 - ca. 345 AD) is one of
the early Syrian Church Fathers and
originated from Nineveh (Mosul). There
are not many known details about his life.
He had close connections to ascetic-
monastic circles of the Syrian Church. He
was an abbot of a monastery and later
became a bishop. He composed a series
of twenty-three expositions or homilies
(Demonstrations) on points of Christian
doctrine and practices8. In the first
demonstration “On Faith” he wrote in
paragraph 19 “...And (it is necessary) that
a man should separate himself from...
magic, from fornication and from festive
music, from vain doctrines, which are
instruments of the Evil One.."®

In a work which is accredited to Mor
Ephrem, the Cave of Treasures (Mcarath
gaze)theinvention of musicalinstruments
is mentioned. The English translation of
the Syriac manuscripts was published by
E. A. Wallis Budge in 1927. The following
is written about music and musical
instruments’?:

Mor Ignatious Afram Barsoum | (-1887
1957) Syrian Orthodox Patriarch of
Antioch (1957-1932) lists in his extensive
survey of Syriac literature three reasons
for introducing Music (Singing or
Melodies/Hymns) into the Church1:

1. To combat the hymns of heathens and
heretics by which they tried to corrupt the
doctrine and the morals of youth they
counteracted by composing lucid,
moralistic and religious hymns which
destroyed the corrupting poetry.

2. To assist in energizing the people to
worship God and drive away boredom
during the long services.

3. To stimulate the senses in order to

realize the meaning of prayer.

Usually when worshippers sing or listen
to the chanting of prayers they can more
easily comprehend the meaning of what
they chant.

The second and third reason is also
mentioned by Gregorius Bar Hebraeus
(1286-1226), an outstanding scholar of
the Syrian Orthodox Church. He compares
the tolerability of the long prayer time
with the impact of songs or music for
camels. Thus camels are able to bear
their load longer while hearing the singing
of the camel driver12.

Most of early Christian Hymns were
composed by Assyrian Converts who
were highly learned classes of the
Assyrian nation. They were either priests
or high priests, or sons of the priests,
such as St. Ephrem. It was required from
them to be well acquainted with the
temple music, and sowhenthey converted
to Christianity, they carried with them, the
ancient Assyrian temple music and
hymns into Assyrian or Syrian Christian
Church, after having changed the heathen
texts of the songs to Christian poetry and
theology'3.

The implementation of music or rather
introduction of Hymns and singing into
the Syrian Church was introduced,
especially, by the scholar Bardaisan (-154
222 AD) and later by his son Harmonios.
They introduced the music of their times
into the church and developed what
became the current Church hymns.

Taking many melodies of Bardaisan, Mor
Ephrem (373-306 AD) established mixed
Church choirs. These hymns were
documented within the Beth Gazo,
commonly known as "The Treasury of
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History of Modern Assyrian Music

Abboud Zeitoune

1. Pre-Christian Music

In all stages of world history music has
played an important role in the life of
societies. It was performed as part of
processions, religious rituals and in
military affairs. Over the millennia, many
nations developed their own music. This
included the invention and development
ofmusicalinstrumentsandperformances.
The development in Mesopotamia had a
significant influence on the music of the
Near and Middle East, and later on the
entire Western world. In this region the
first instruments were invented as early
as 3,000 BCE.

In his book “The Music of the Sumerian
and their immediate Successors the
Babylonians and Assyrians” Francis W.
Galpin stated that “in treating of the arts
of the Sumerians we must bear in mind
that, although we are speaking of days
nearly five thousand years ago, we are not
face to face with a “primitive” race in the
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accepted meaning of that word. When the
curtain rises during the fourth millennium
B.C. we are introduced to a highly cultured
and artistic people.."!

The Sumerians also provided the basis
for the further development of music of
the whole Near East. Music has had an
important role in the Mesopotamian
civilization. Scenes with musicians and
their instruments are visible on many
stone and clay tablets. Besides writing,
school pupils were also taught music
theory and the playing of musical
instruments.

The Assyrians as the successors of the
Sumerians adapted their heritage as Carl
Engel stated in his book? .However the
focus of my book is not the music of the
pre-Christian era. There are many
publications which describe this period
extensively.

Modern Assyrian music traces its origin

Jlusily Research ladan

to several millennia of tradition. Musicians
and their appropriate instruments can be
observed on stonereliefs from the ancient
civilizations of Sumer, Babylon and Ashur.
At that time, music was used for
celebrations like the Akitu festival, which
is the New Year festival that takes place
from March 21st to April 1st.

2. Music of the Syrian Church

The aforementioned kind of music
performance was thought to have come
with the appearance of Christianity into
the Assyrian culture, but many well-
known musicians and scholars say
otherwise. Gabriel Asaad, Pol Mikhael,
George Chachan and Nuri Iskandar, all
four outstanding composers of the
present, maintain that modern
composition has its roots in pre-Christian
music and has been preserved through
Church hymns.

The introduction of modern folk music
met with opposition within the Church. A
sound justification for this position has
not been delivered. The main argument
was that the holy language in which Jesus
Christ spoke will be desecrated. In my
research into this matter | found an
interesting fact in the Syriac version of
the holy Bible.

The Epistle to the Galatians or Paul’s
letter to the Galatians stated in Chapter 5
(verse 21-19) “Now the works of the flesh
are manifest, which are these; Adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance,
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions,
heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revellings, and such like: of the which I tell
you before, as | have also told you in time
past, that they which do such things shall

not inherit the kingdom of God.”3
In the Syriac Bible (Peshitta-Version) the
same part is written as follow:
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In the Syriac translation the word jix
(Zmoro/Zmara) is used for revellings.
Zmoro stands definitely for singing in the
Syriac language.

One other passage from the Bible is the
First Epistle of Peter (chapter 4/verse 3):
“For the time past of our life may suffice
us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles,
when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts,
excess of wine, revellings, banquetings,
and abominable idolatries”. The Syriac
translation of this verse is:
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Also in this statement the word Zmoro/
Zmara is used for revellings. Music as a
word is found in other passages of the
Bible. In Syriac language Music is
translated as Qolo d-Zmoro (Tones of
singing)*.

This translation leads to the possible
conclusion that beside festivities and
revellings music also belonged to profane
rites. Many scholars argue that the
banning of music (i.e. singing with
musical accompaniments) by the early
Church was based on efforts for the
disentanglement from profane rituals.
They wanted to renounce old rites like
sacrificial feasts®.

The reasons for the usage of the term
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annals inscribed on the same local marble
at least two thousand years earlier. They
talk in great details about the Persian
invasion and its destructive
consequences, the energy of the
Christians in rebuilding their shrines, and
the role of one man who played a pivotal
role in rebuilding this region of the
Assyrian heartland, Bishop Karas, the
Abbot of the monastery of Mar Behnam,
knownalmostthrougheveryecclesiastical
building in Qaragosh. Thanks to him, the
middle of the eighteenth century became
the age of Christian rebirth in literary,
architectural and epigraphic senses.

Several other churches were rebuilt or
built anew according to the Jalili style in
Mosul and its region including two other
Syriac Orthodox churches in Mosul, al
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Tahira (FIG. 18) and St Thomas (FIG. 19),
and two more in Qaragosh. All the
churches, whether Jalili or more recent,
own collections of manuscripts, liturgical
vessels and furnishing, and cultural
objects often dated much older than
them, such as the ceremonial cross
owned by the Syriac Catholic church of al
Tahira in Qaragosh, inscribed with Syriac
and Armenian texts dated to 30/1629
(FIG 20 and 21).

There are of course some churches were
spared the onslaught of the Persian Nadir
Shah, including the Chaldean church of
St. Barbara located in Karamles (FiG. 22),
a town near Oaragosh. The church is built
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directly under an Assyrian temple
definitely before the thirteenth century,
since during recent renovation activities
inside the church remains of Christian
princes employed by the Mongols
(thirteenth century) were uncovered with
funerary inscriptions commemorating
them.

Since the distant past and until recently
in Iraq, Christians were master builders
of civil, ecclesiastical, and Islamic
building projects and the same is true
with record to stone cutters. This explains
why Christian, Muslim, and civil buildings
share the same artistic repertoire
(arabesque, stuccoes, and calligraphy),
whether during the Jalili period or at the
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time of the Atabeg. As for Syriac and
Arabic Islamic calligraphies, they both
play similar liturgical and decorative roles
in Christian and Islamic architectures on
account of their abstract natures. There
is therefore no reason to talk about
Islamic or Christian art and architecture
but only about the art and architecture of
historical periods.

It is disheartening to know that all these
venerable churches and monasteries are
exposed to destruction by the ruthless
Islamic State. Their destruction means
the end of Christianity in Mosul and its
region, and at the same time, the
obliteration of Mosul's centuries old
Christian-Muslim cultural heritage.

* Professor of Near and Middle Eastern
civilization, University of Toronto.
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THE JALILI PERIOD: IMITATION
AND TRANSFORMATION

In 1743 the Persian Shah Nadir Shah
Tahmasp invaded northern Mesopotamia
as a consequence of tense relations
between Persia and the Ottomans. The
general attacked Kirkuk, Erbil, and the
Plain of Nineveh, destroying everything
on his way, Centuries old churches,
mosques, and habitations. Before laying
siege to Mosul, the people of the Plain of
Nineveh sought refuge inside it, and
thanks to the resistance of people,
Muslims, Christians, Jews, and lezidis,
and the leadership of the governor
Hussein Pasha al-Jalill, the aggressor
was defeated but not before destroying
most of Mosul with his cannon balls.
Rebuilding began soon after by architects,
stonecutters, and masons, who followed
the Atabeg architectural style but with
several modifications, including
ornamental windows, double arcades,
and geometrical designs in high wall.
Here, too, churches and mosques shared
the same architecture and building
material, the builders being essentially
Christians. The church plan however has
barely changed since antiquity, especially
the solid wall separating the sanctuary,
the Holy of Holies, from the nave.

The Chaldean church of Tahra, dedicated
to the Virgin Mary, is an exceptional
example of the Jalili style. Inside the
church, the wall separating the sanctuary
from the rest of the building is truly
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impressive in that it is made of two blind
arcades magnificently decorated with
arabesques, floral motifs and geometrical
designs mingling with Syriac and
Garshuni (Arabic written with Syriac
script) inscriptions to form a remarkably
balanced facgade (FIG. 13, next page].

Equally interesting are two marble
screens placed on both sides of the
platform before the Royal Gate. These
are double-sided and highly decorated
with floral and geometrical motifs in
relief. The fagade of each screen is
decorated with star- or cross-like designs
perforated to form a longitudinal window,
whereas the lateral sides are modestly
decorated and have wide openings. The
artistic programme in both screens is
inspired from the Islamic artistic
repertoire [namely the pointed arches so
typical in Islamic architecture]. The two
gates leading to the church have each
two lintels, according to the old Atabeg
style, filled with Syriac inscriptions the
calligraphy of which is reminiscent of
Suriac manuscripts (FIG. 14]. Another
aspect of this artistic wealth is a tripartite
arcade found inside the sanctuary (FIG,
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15, next page), dominating the first step
leading to the altar. Its liturgical role is
described by the Syriac inscription that
runs along its borders; it describes the
altar as fully engulfed in the sacrificial
fire, a theme that fits the sanctuary in
which the divine sacrifice is offered: 'The
altar is fire and the Holy of Holies is fire-
fire inside fire and fire surrounds it. O
priests, beware the burning fire lest you
fall in it forever and ever!' The art and
architecture of al-Tahra church are found
in two mosques in Mosul, Qadhib al-Ban
and Nabi Jarjis (Prophet George), both of
which were recently blown up by the
Islamic State.
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Another equally beautiful church of the
Jalili period is the Syriac Orthodox church
of St. Sergius and St. Bacchusin Qaragosh
(FIG. 16 and 17).

This is a museum of funerary inscriptions
thatalsoincludes an octagonal monolithic
baptismal font entirely inscribed in Syriac,
the types of which are found in the region
of Mosul and date to the fifteenth century.
The church building was badly damaged
by the invading armies but as soon as the
war ended, it was built anew, with
inscriptions going along the entire wall of
the sanctuary. These are true annals in
stone, very much reminiscent of Assyrian
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the inside by crosses and reliefs of
monastic personalities of the past. A
two-line inscription tops the whole, while
the Creed surrounds the frame of the
gate. The rabbet of both right and left
jambs of the gate is also inscribed: 'The
martyr Mar Behnam reached full stature
through two baptisms He was immersed
in water, but this was not enough for him,
so he did more, he was bathed in his own
blood. When his body was drenched with
the blood of his neck, and the Church saw
him and investigated this matter, she
began to ask:

Who is this with his garments stained
with blood?'

To the left of the 'Gate of the Two
Baptisms, a small gate leading to the
sanctuary is heavily decorated with
crouched lions and double lintels with
beautiful inscriptions, some in honour of
the martyr Mar Behnam, and others
drawn from the Syriac liturgy of the
Eucharist. The main gate of the sanctuary,
the Royal Gate, is monumental. It is as
elaborately decorated as the other gates
in the church. The Royal Gate leads to the
sanctuary where an inscription dates an
earlier reconstruction of its structure in
the 1164 AD

Art in stucco abounds in the church dated
after the Atabeg period, including two
depictions in relief, one featuring Mar
Behnam (FIG. as a knight and another, his
sister Sara dressed in local fashion. The
shrine of the Virgin Mary has a moulded
plaster roof about 13m above the ground
(FIG. 9). The stellate vault is adorned with
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ribs and cells. The cupola rests on a
square base made of geometrical
designs, including diamond-shapes and
squares. While these are finely decorated,
thanks to the smoothness of the plaster,
they also bear inscriptions in Syriac and
Arabic.

Not far from the monastery is the
octagonal Martyrium of Mar Behnam.
This structure was built most probably
during the sixth century as a
Mesopotamian-type baptistery, echoing
the Syrian-Byzantine type baptistery as in
St. Simeon the Stylite. A half-vault
surmounts the grave in the shape of a
honeycomb (FIG 10 and 11]. This is a
common feature in contemporary and
earlier buildings usually made of bricks.
The frame around the grave is covered
with monumental inscriptions, including
one in Uighur, the time of renovations
being the Mongol Period, c. 1300. To the
right of the martyr's grave, a slab dating
to this period shows an American-type
cross khatchkar, bearing two inscriptions:
one in American and another in Syriac
(FIG. 12).
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Islamic State.

Perhaps the best example of Christian-
Muslim symbiosis in Mosul is found in its
religious buildings and art, especially
sculpture. Here it is not possible to talk
about Muslim or Christian building plans
or artistic motifs, but of impressive
cultural periods known only in Mosul and
its regions, including the Atabeg period
(thirteenth century) and the Jalili period
(eighteenth century]. The buildings that
reflect best the art and architecture of
these cultural eras are churches and
monasteries, and thus, if these are
destroyed, the cultural history of Mosul
would disappear forever.

THEATABEG PERIOD: INNOVATION
AND REFINEMENT

The Abbasid Caliphate ended disastrously
during the Mongol invasionin 1259. Before
this date, Abbasid political stability had so
declined that the caliph's vast domain was
shared with semi-autonomous rulers. In
1234, Badral-Din Lulu declared himself
‘King of Mosul'. This ruler proved
appreciative of art and architecture, Mosul
and its region were filled with monumental
churches, mosques, and civil buildings of
beautiful architectural and iconographic
designs that characterize his time. The
building material consisted of local stone
called ‘farsh’,used by the ancient Assyrians
in the construction of their palaces and
temples. The architecture includes highly
decorated gates with double lintels: the
top lintels are merely decorative and the
bottom lintels are made on interlaced
blocks (IMG. 3); the jambs are ornamented
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with entwined serpents, crouching lions,
and a stylized flower motif known in
ancient Assyrian art; all is carved in low
relief. Inscriptions  of  masterful
calligraphies formed part of the
construction programs. The best example
of this original architecture is the
monastery of Mar Behnam, located in the
Plain of Nineveh, and founded in the sixth
century as a baptistery. It was rebuilt in the
middle of the thirteenth century in the best
Atabeg style which turns the church into a
true icon of human creation (FIG. 2).

The Christian-Muslim interaction in art
and architecture is reflected in the fagade
of the church of Mar Behnam Monastery
and the mihrab of the nearby mosque of
Panjah Ali (FIG. 3 and 4). On both, the art
is abstract with no human depiction,
unlike elsewhere in the church. Both
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buildings have large niches with the top
part cut into a beehive design, a motif
typical of Atabeg Period art. In the centre
of the Christian facade, the back of the
niche shows an ornamental cross in relief
surrounded by inscriptions (FIG. 5); its
lower part served as a Gospel depository
for the summer liturgy, usually held
outside. The niche of the mosque is a
mihrab which extends to the ground. On
the left and right of both church and
mosque niches, two smaller niches are
found, inside of which candles used to be
placed. A frieze surrounds the niches of

both buildings, ascending and
descending, filled with inscriptions cut in
relief. The Syriac inscription is an
admonition on how to pray with a pure
heart; the Arabic inscription consists of
verses from the Quran. In both cases the
calligraphies are masterful. The Syriac
inscription is in Estrangela (oldest Syriac
script), but the calligraphic hand is
unique. It was most probably executed by
a monastic scribe from the nearby town
of Qaragosh, who also copied manuscripts
in Edessa, and in the Monastery of the
Syrians in the Skete Desert in Egypt.

The interior of the church is a museum of
lapidary art, epigraphy, and architectural
design. The highly ornamental 'Gate of
the Two Baptisms' (FIG. 6 and 7] is
decorated on three sides by a frame made
of two serpents intertwined in such a
manner that twenty-one false niches are
formed. These in turn are decorated from
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ART AND HISTORY
The Christian — Muslim Symbiosis of
Mosul Now Coming to an End

Text and images by
Amir Harrak

This article has been previously published elsewhere, and we have decided to

republish it in our magazine due to its significance.

CHRISTIANITY IN Mosul dates
to the time of the Apostles.

Initially, the faith was centered on the side
of the Tigris opposite present day Mosul,
in the ruins of the famed Assyrian capital
Nineveh. In the first centuries of our era, a
'diocese of Nineveh' is attested in the
synodical proceedings of the Church of
the East in Mesopotamia Christian
remains were uncovered in the Assyrian
palace of Sennacherib, in a section that
was rebuilt centuries after the time of this
mighty king. A church, attested in Syriac
sources, was built on the ruins of
Sennacherib's arsenal.
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Later, the Mosque of the Prophet Jonas
was superimposed over this church. After
its recent demolition by the Islamic State,
Syriac inscriptions were found below the
destroyed mosque. In the fifth century
AD, a Ninevite monk named Yeshu'yab
bar Qusri crossed the Tigris and built a
monastery over the ruins of an Assyrian
military post in what is how downtown
Mosul. This was the time when Mosul
was being built as a city, some two
centuries before the advent of Islam. The
actual church in Mosul, named after him
in the distorted form Esha'ya (Isaiah),
shares the ground of that monastery.

The region of Mosul, or what is now called
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the Plain of Nineveh, is deeply rooted in
the Assyrian heartland. The numerous
towns and monasteries there are all
situated near archaeological mounds;
their names are not Arabic and one of
them, Karamles is clearly Assyrian: Kar-
Mulissu the fortress of Mulissu' (consort
of the local god Ashur).

The inhabitants of that region still speak
Aramaic as a mother tongue, as they have
since at least the beginning of the first
millennium BC. The language of
Christianity in Iraq is Syriac, a dialect of
Aramaic, still used in the liturgies.
*There is an immense corpus of Christian
literature written in this language attested
as early as the second century of our era,
some still preserved in rare manuscripts.
As for church architecture, churches built
even as late as the nineteenth century
reflect ancient plans attested in
archaeological sites in all over Iraq,
including Hira (south), Tikrit (centre), and
Bazyan (north) (FIG. 1).

CREATIVE MINORITIES

During the early centuries of Islam Mosul
grew into a major city, linking the western
regions of Islamic lands with the eastern
regions, becoming during the Abbasid
period (1240-750) a major centre of an
empire. Throughout the centuries
Christians remained a sizable minority in
Mosul, centered in Christian quarters
around their-sometimes as many as four
or five-churches. The Plain of Nineveh
continued its rural nature since Assyrian
times to this day, serving as the
breadbasket of the region and of the
country, explaining why despite fourteen
centuries of Arabization Aramaic has
remained the mother tongue of the local
Christians. Although skirmishes
occasionally occurred between Muslims
and Christians in Mosul during which the
caliphs themselves intervened to settle
problems, by and large Christians and
Muslims lived in the greatest harmony.
Moreover, when the Christians fled Takrit
at the end of the fourteenth century
during the invasion of Tamerlane, Mosul
opened its doors, even allowing them to
build new churches, some of which
surviveto this day. Even more significantly,
when the Armenians and Syriac-speaking
peoples were massacred en mosse in
Anatolia during the First World War,
Mosul, although for centuries under
Ottoman and then Turkish rule, gave
sanctuary to thousands of Christian
refugees, giving them shelter, clothing,
food and jobs. Descendants of these
persecuted people became active
citizens up until the invasion of the
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Beth-Sayyare monastery would also
depart to restore older monastic
establishments. A prime example given
is that of Rabban ‘Avd-Isho’ of Dasan, who
went to rehabilitate and live in the Rabban
Joseph Monastery at Inishk. As
mentioned earlier, this was founded in
the seventh century by Rabban Joseph of
Dasan - not Rabban Joseph Busnaya as
other scholars have posited.’®> The
former, according to Isho’-Dnah of Basrah
(c. 860), was a disciple of St. Jacob the
Visionary, a former monk of Béth-‘Avg,
prior to the latter's departure for the St.
Isho’-Yahv Monastery, which now bears
his name.56 At any rate, when Rabban
‘Avd-Isho’ came to rehabilitate Rabban
Joseph's Monastery, he found it empty
and abandoned. He thus brought monks
back to live there and, together, they built
a nave, martyrion, cloister and cells. This
was, however, built in a higher place than
the monastery’s original location,
overlooking the entire Sapna valley, in
order to avoid Kurdish raids. Later on,
Rabban ‘Avd-Isho’ moved from there and
died at the St. Abraham Monastery in
Shamrakh.?”  Indeed, from the
abovementioned cases, one can observe
that monasteries and monks were part of
a region-wide network and they had
extensive contact with one another.

(Continued in the next issue)
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there were 60 monks at the monastery
during Rabban Bar-Yalda's abbotship, but
this number had grown to 300 under that
of Rabban Moses, making Beth-Sayyare a
sort of “upper Jerusalem,” since it had
more recluses than any other monastery
at the time.4? After this, and within the
first quarter of the tenth century, a group
of armed Hakkarians came to Beéth-
Sayyare to plunder it. In fear, all of the
monastery’s monks fled to the nearby
mountain. One of them, however, namely
Rabban John of Dasan, chose to remain.
When the attackers entered and found
him prayingin his cell, they were overcome
with awe and did not proceed with their
plans to plunder the monastery.#2 Later
on, the Beth-Sayyareé community was
joined by Rabban Joseph Busnaya, who
arrived a year after the death of his
brother Gabriel the Sacristan in c. 938.

The text of Rabban Joseph's Vita
provides the names of other monks who
served at Beth-Sayyare during this time.
These are particularly interesting for two
main reasons. Firstly, they confirm the
existence of Christian Assyrian
communities at certain places during this
period. Secondly, they also show how far
away the monastery’s influence reached
and how far people were willing to travel
to devote themselves to the ascetic life
there. Thus, we find the mention of
Rabban Israel of Tinn, 2 km to the south,
and Rabban David of Beth-Murdni
(Bamarné), 2 km to the east.#3 Another
monk from Béth-Murdni, who is described
as being evil, returned home and took off
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his habit, but he was killed while out
hunting when he accidentally ran onto a
double-ended spear that he had thrown,
and was pierced by it.** At least four
monks, Rabban ‘Avd-Isho’, Rabban John,
Rabban David and Rabban Hnan-Isho,
came from the neighbouring Dasan
district, while two monks, Rabban Sahda
and Rabban Isho' came from the village
of Minyanish in Lower Tyare, 30 km to the
northeast.*> We also find reference made
to Rabban Jacob Shahaya, i.e., of Shahe,
which is in the mountain to the north of
the Nahla valley, 55 km to the southeast.4®
Additionally, two monks came from much
further afield. We thus read of Rabban
Isho' of Hdatta, about 130 km to the
south, below the junction of the Great Zab
River with the Tigris, and Rabban Gabriel
of Taron, adistrict 130 kmto the northeast
around the village of Mar Beh-Isho’, on
the modern Turkish-Iranian border. Finally
two monks come from unidentified
locations — Rabban Bar-Hadhbshabba
Humaydaya and Rabban Isaac
Shizoraya.4’

Contact and Movement between
Monasteries

While it is commonly known that the
Church of the East, at the time in which
the Vita of Rabban Joseph Busnaya was
written possessed many monasteries in
different places where its adherents lived,
not much is known about how they
interacted with each other. From the Vita,
however, we can see that contacts
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between monks at different monasteries,
as well as the movement of monks from
one monastery to another, was quite
common. As we have already seen,
Rabban Joseph himself moved from the
Rabban Hormizd Monastery to that of
Beth-Sayyare, where he lived for the rest
of his life. However, he had extensive
contacts with certain monks at the
monasteries of Rabban Apni-Maran, St.
Isho’-Yahv and St. Gabriel, from whom he
received instruction and advice. He also
spent some time at the monastery of St.
Abraham in the mountain of Shamrakh,
and received correspondences from one
of the monasteries founded by St. John
of Dailam. Finally, his funeral was
attended by monks from the previously
mentioned monasteries of Rabban
Hormizd (40 km away), St. Isho’-Yahv (35
km away) and Shamrakh (20 km away),
but also from those of Rabban Joseph at
Inishk (11 km away) and Rabban
Qayyoma.*® In fact, we also know that
the funeral of the abbot Moses was
attended by a monk from the monastery
of Rabban Qayyoma named Rabban ‘Avd-
Isho'.49 Neither were these links solely
between monasteries occupied by
monks; we thus find one instance in the
text where the monk Rabban Isho'-
Rahmeh was sent from Béth-Sayyare to
Balad (Eski Mosul) and stayed for a night
in the Dayra d-Bnath-Qyama (xisx ~ii
~hiq, lit. “Monastery of the Daughters of
the Covenant”), that is, a convent of
nuns.®0

Indeed, from the text of Rabban Joseph

Busnaya'’s Vita, we can gather that, by the
tenth century, Rabban Hormizd Monastery
had begun to surpass that of Béth-‘Avé as
being a centre from which monks would
go out and either found new monasteries
or rehabilitate old ones. For instance,
Rabban Isho’ of Hélapta began his
monastic life at Rabban Hormizd, then
left to be a solitary in the mountain of
Kumatheh for some time before retiring
at the Rabban Apni-Maran Monastery.®’
There, he provided advice and instruction
to Rabban Joseph Busnaya, who would
visit him from Rabban Hormizd.
Additionally, Rabban John of the Helapta
in Marga also began his monastic training
at Rabban Hormizd, then left to reside at
Dayra d-Résha (~ii ~is, i.e., Monastery
of the Head), in which Rabban Hormizd
himself had lived with Rabban Jehozadak,
prior to them establishing their own
monasteries in the mountains of Alqosh
and Qardo respectively.52 Moreover, we
read about Rabban Shiavha-l-Isho’, who
was a disciple of Rabban John at Rabban
Hormizd Monastery. He then left for that
of Rabban Isho'-Yahv where he spent
many years before dying at the monastery
builtin the eighth century by Abba Joseph
of Shahrizornear Awanaopposite Balad.>3
Finally, reference is made to Rabban Apni-
Maran Bar-Kartwayé (i.e., the son of
Kurds), who resided in the unidentified
mountain of Gidron and was often visited
by the monks of Rabban Hormizd
Monastery. He later died and was buried
in the monastery of Béth-Qoqa.54

Later on, it appears that monks from the
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himself. This resulted in his defeat in
battle and execution on 29 August 979,
effectively ending the Hamdanid dynasty
and its rule over northern Mesopotamia.3’
It is worth noting that, by this time, the
once powerful ‘Abbasid caliphs had been
reduced to serving a purely ceremonial
religious function, rather than affecting
any real leadership.

After the death of Rabban Joseph, the
author of his Vita mentions that
Kartwaydtha (rehcudRnis, Kurdish
domination) and Ta‘lwayitha (whc.alad,
Taghlibite domination) reigned over
“these lands” - presumably Sapna,
Dasan, Marga and Beth-Nuhadra, which
are most frequently mentioned in the
text.32 As a result, churches, monasteries
and villages were destroyed, and the
monks in them were scattered
everywhere.33 Particularly traumatic for
the author was the destruction of Dasan,
in which innumerable inhabitants were
killed by the “evil ones” who lived there,
something which had already been
predicted by Rabban Joseph. Indeed, its
people were scattered while about 5,000
of them were killed by the Kartwaye
(=éxis, Kurds) who are called Hakkaraye
(=325, Hakkarians). He does mention,
however, that Dasan was rebuilt again, as
per the saintly Rabban's prophecies. Thus,
it is quite conceivable, just as Assyrians
have often been caught in the crossfire of
larger conflicts which didn't directly
concern them, that this was the case in
the wake of the Buyid conquest of
Hamdanid territories and the resulting
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power vacuum. This, coupled with the
dissolution of ‘Abbasid power already in
945, allowed various Kurdish tribes to
become semi-independent and extend
their control over certain areas.

What does the Rest of the Text of
the Vita Contain?

Following the six chapters concerning
the life of Rabban Joseph Busnaya, the
text continues with the seventh chapter
which describes, in short, the lives and
miracles of a number of other
contemporaneous monks from the
monasteries of Rabban Hormizd and
Beth-Sayyare. These include Rabban
John of Helapta, his disciple Rabban
Jonah, an unnamed ascetic from Rabban
Hormizd Monastery, Rabban Isho' Bar-
Nin, Rabban Isho’ of Kimatheh,34 Rabban
Shavha-l-Isho’, Rabban Moses of Béth-
Sayyaré, Rabban ‘Avd-Isho’, St. Rabban
Athqin the Noisy, Rabban John of Dasan
and Rabban Gabriel the Sacristan. This is
followed by a brief history of the Béth-
Sayyaré Monastery and the most well-
known monks who resided in it. The
eighth chapter, which forms a
considerable part of the text, concerns
the teachings of Rabban Joseph Busnaya
to those who dedicated themselves to
becoming monks. Among the topics he
instructs upon are solitude, fasting,
naziritehood, service, vigils, study, prayer,
prostration and genuflection, humility,
quiet, kindness and self-contempt,
voluntary renunciation of worldly goods,
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mercy, love, knowledge, ascetic work, the
solitude of leaping, and other topics. This
is quite a significant text, since
monasticism has long died out in the
modern Church of the East, and it provides
an important perspective on how, in
particular, monks spent their lives in
contemplation and rules they would have
followed.3°> Indeed, among the works
mentioned in the text of the Vita as having
been widely read at the time are those of
prolific and well-known authors such as
Catholicos-Patriarchs Mar Isho'-Yahv of
Arzon (595-582) and Mar Hnan-Isho’ |
(698-686), as well as saints Mar Isaac of
Nineveh (700-613) and Joseph Hazzaya
(eighth century), who wrote extensively
about the liturgy, mysticism, asceticism
and monastic life. Finally, the ninth
chapter concerns the death and burial of
Rabban Joseph Busnaya anditis followed
by the epilogue and colophon.

The Béth-Sayyaré (~is.c . dus)
Monastery

This monastic establishment, the name
of which means “house of the painters,’
was founded by St. Abraham the Penitent
in the fourth century and is not to be
confused with the medieval village and
monastery of Beéth-Sayyadé (~is .. dus,
i.e., “house of the hunters”) near Erbil.
This saint was, in turn, a disciple of St.
Eugene, who had come from Egypt and
founded a monastery on Mount Izla above
Nisibis, introducing the Egyptian model
of coenobitic monasticism to

Mesopotamia. St. Abraham built his
monastery at a place called Zawitha
(known by local Assyrians as Zéwitha
and by Kurds as Zewa Piramus), which is
to the west of Bamarné.3® It was later
abandoned, however, and by the seventh
century, when Rabban Joseph of Dasan
passed by with his disciples, on their way
to build their own monastery at Inishk, all
they found there was a heap of ruins.3’
Probably sometime in the ninth century, a
group of monks from the Mar Savr-Isho’
Monastery at Beth-Qoga came and
rehabilitated Béth-Sayyaré.38 In fact, this
was not the only link between the two
monasteries, and we know that another
group of monks from Beth-Qoqa visited
Beth-Sayyare during the abbotship of
Rabban Moses in the first half of the tenth
century, as they were building a water-
powered mill for the monastery on the
nearby Sapna River.3° This is quite
significant, since the former is over 100
km south-southwest, as the crow flies,
from the latter.

One of the disciples of the monks who re-
established Beéth-Sayyare was Rabban
Bar-Yalda, who later became the
monastery’s abbot, however, an unnamed
army came to it and the monks were
again scattered.4? Rabban Bar-Yalda fled
to the Monastery of Rabban Bokhtyazd at
Kurkhe in the region of Zawzan, where he
met Rabban Moses (d. 947), whom he
took as his disciple. Together, they
returned to Béeth-Sayyare and restored
the monastery, after which it reached its
height of fame. According to the text,
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spirituality at the beginning of the middle
ages, as well as Joel Thomas Walker, who
has written generally about ascetic
literacy in the East Syriac monastic
tradition.'® Clearly, what is lacking is a
critical edition of the Syriac text itself, as
well as a translation and analysis of it in
English, in order for it to reach a wider
audience.

Who was Rabban Joseph
Busnaya?

According to the text of his Vita, Rabban
Josephwasborninthevillage of Babusa'®
around the year 869, to parents Yaqqira
and ‘Amrinah.2% At the age of 30, after
his father's death, Joseph went to the
Rabban Hormizd Monastery to become a
monk, having been preceded by his
younger brother Gabriel. During his 30
years of service at the monastery, Rabban
Joseph spent his first four years as a
novice, followed by 12 of solitary
contemplation as a recluse. During his
novitiate, he was trained by Rabban
Maran-Zkha. He would also go to the
monastery of Rabban Apni-Maran to
receive instruction from Rabban Isho’ of
Kamatheh,2! as well as the Monastery of
St. Isho'-Yahv to be instructed by Rabban
Shiavha-I-Isho'.22 Later, he would travel to
the Upper Monastery of St. Gabriel,23 just
outside Mosul, first to receive instruction,
but later as an instructor himself, as his
knowledge and experience increased.
Due to his fame as a spiritual man having
spread throughout the Church, he was
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chosenforvarious higher offices including
metropolitan of Nisibis (modern-day
Nusaybin) and bishop of Hdatta,2* both
of which he refused. The Metropolitan of
Mosul even sent his suffragan, Mar ‘Avd-
Isho’ bishop of Ma'althayé (Kurdish: Malta
Nasara), to convince Rabban Joseph to
reconsider his refusal. It was at this time
that the monk made one of his first
prophecies, addressing the bishop as
“Catholicos-Patriarch,’ a rank to which
Mar ‘Avd-Isho’ was elected in 963 AD.
After this, Joseph was chosen to take his
place as bishop for Niahadra and
Ma‘althaye, but he reacted by escaping to
the mountain behind the monastery of St.
Abraham Bar-Dashandad at Shamrakh,
until another candidate was elected to fill
the vacant position.2°

Inthe meantime, Rabban Joseph's brother
Gabriel had left Rabban Hormizd for the
Monastery of St. Abraham the Penitent at
Beth-Sayyare. There, he became the
sacristan and later the abbot. The rest of
the saint’s family also joined the monastic
life, with his two younger brothers Shuvha-
I-Maran and Brikh-Isho' becoming monks
at Rabban Hormizd, their sister dying as
an unmarried young woman, and their
mother becoming a nun and being cared
for by Rabban Joseph at his cell until her
death. A year after Gabriel's death at Béth-
Sayyare in c. 938, Joseph was convinced
by the new abbot, Rabban Moses, to move
there, which he reluctantly accepted.
Once there, the saint contributed to the
monastery’s fame and prestige, with
people coming or sending letters from as
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far away as Baghdad and Babylonia2® to
consult with, seek healing and receive
blessings from him - even the now
Catholicos-Patriarch Mar ‘Avd-Isho’ |
(986-963). It was during this time that the
monastery reached its zenith, growing to
include a population of 300 monks,
including 150 recluses, and it was also
when the saint received the author of the
Vita as his disciple.

Historical Details from the
Text of the Vita

According to John Bar-Khaldun's Vita of
Rabban Joseph, he died on 4 September
979, at the age of 110, and was buried in
the martyrion of the Beth-Sayyare
Monastery, alongside its founder and
former abbots.2’ This was a year and four
months after the Persian Dailamite King
Panah-Khisro invaded, provoking the
“king of Mosul” to engage in battle with
him; a fight in which the former proved
victorious. In fact, Panah-Khisro (-936
983) was the greatest monarch of the
Buyid or Buwayhid dynasty, of Dailamite
origin, which ruled over central and
southern Iran, as well as Iraq, between
934 and 1062. He initially ruled the
Emirate of Fars from its capital Shiraz,
but eventually united all the Buyid
emirates, creating an empire that
stretched from the Byzantine frontier in
Syria to the borders of Khorasan, and
from Oman to the Caspian Sea. These
conquests, however, had been instigated
by a rebellion against him led by his

paternal first cousin, Emir of Iraq
Bakhtiyar ‘Izz al-Dawlah (978-943), who
had created an alliance with Panah-
Khisro's own brother, Emir of Hamadan
Fakhr al-Dawlah (997-952), Hamdanid
ruler of northern Mesopotamia Abu
Taghlib (r. 979-967), Kurdish ruler
Hasanwayh Barezkani and ‘Imran ibn
Shahin, ruler of southern Irag’s marshes.28

With their fathers, who had founded the
system of Buyid emirates, all having died,
‘Izz al-Dawlah refused to recognise and
openly contested his cousin's officially
conferred priority among Buyid rulers,
doing this by stopping mention of him at
public prayers in Iraq. ‘lzz al-Dawlah was
first defeated by Panah-Khisro at Ahwaz
in 977 and obtained permission from him
to retreat and establish himself in Syria.
On his way, however, Abu Taghlib
persuaded him to fight his cousin again,
resulting in the battle of Qasr al-Jass near
Samarra on 2° May 978, where ‘Izz al-
Dawlah was again defeated, but this time
captured and executed.29 Panah-Khisro
then advanced on and occupied the
Hamdanid stronghold of Mosul, which
the Buyids held onto for more than a
decade, forcing Abu Taghlib to flee first to
Nisibis, then Mayyafarqin (Silvan), then to
Arzan and the mountains of Armenia,
Harput, Amid (Diyarbakir), al-Rahbah and
finally to the Fatimid-controlled part of
Syria.30 There, he tried to secure
governorship of Damascus and various
other areas, becoming involved in local
rivalries between the Fatimids and local
elites, creating even more enemies for
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all of these are from the Middle East. The
oldest of these is now kept in the Vatican
Library (MS Syr 467), and was acquired
sometime between 1831 and 1897. It
was copied at the St. Elijah of Hirtha
monastery near Mosul in 1186, and
additionally includes the only extant
metrical homily about Rabban Joseph
Busnaya, composed in the eleventh
century by Savr-Isho' of Nisibis (f.
223r230-v). Some missing folios in the
manuscript were supplemented
according to another codex possessed
by the Rabban Hormizd Monastery, which
itself was copied from the former when it
was still complete.® An undated note in
this  manuscript  (80v.[02.fn.0000]),
mentions that it was the property of
Catholicos-Patriarch Mar Eliya VI (-1558
1591), son of the priest George of the
Mama family. Moreover, it was from this
copy that Fr. Samuel Giamil of Tell-Kepg,
procurator general of the Chaldean
Patriarchate of Babylon at Rome, copied
a manuscript for French scholar Jean-
Baptiste Chabot in June 1897. On the
other hand, the manuscript from Rabban
Hormizd Monastery might have either
been the Vorlage or the same as the one
at Our Lady Guardian of Plants Monastery
near Alqosh, catalogued by Fr. Jacobus-
Maria Vosté in 1929. This one (cod. 195)
was copied for Rabban Hormizd
Monastery by the deacon ‘Isa, son of
Isaiah, son of the deacon Cyriacus,
originally from Igror but now residing at
Alqosh, and completed on 11 April 1879.7
Since then it is believed that this
manuscript has now gone missing. In
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turn, it definitely appears to have been the
Vorlage for three other copies made in
the 1950s at the Our Lady Guardian of
Plants Monastery. All three of these later
ended up in the collection of the St.
Anthony Chaldean Catholic Monastery at
al-Dawrah, Baghdad. Two were copied by
the monk Louis, son of Paul Hanona of
Karimlish — one in 1950 (Dawra Syr. 550)
and the other was completed on 14
November 1959 (Dawra Syr. 549). The
third of these was copied by the monk
Dad-Isho’, son of the deacon David
Shim'‘on Kikhwah of Karimlish, and
completed on 22 February 1951 (Dawra
Syr. 548).8

Other manuscripts of the Vita include one
personally consulted by Fr. Yohannan
Chilagh for his Arabic translation which
appeared “very old.” This belonged to the
private collection of the late Fr. Nona of
Algosh. Another manuscript he consulted
was copied in 1907 by Hormizd, son of
the priest Thomas, son of the deacon
Hormizd, son of Ba‘Uth of Ashitha
(modern-day Cigh), and belonged to the
private collection of the deacon George
of Karanjoq, near Alqosh.’ The current
whereabouts of both these manuscripts
are unknown. Apart from these, there are
four other witnesses to the text. One of
these, copied in the late nineteenth
century from an original written in
1600/1599, is kept at the Jenks Collection
of Cambridge University Library (Or.
1315).10 Another can be found in the
Mingana Collection at the Selly Oak
College Library of the University of
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Birmingham (Syr. 66). This was completed
on Saturday 22 October 1893 by the
deacon Francis, son of George, son of
Francis, son of the deacon Joseph of the
Mere family, for the deacon Nimrod, son
of the deacon Joseph, son of the priest
Anthony Rassam of Mosul.11 Yet another
manuscript, copied in 1889, is kept at the
Library of the Catholic University of
America in Washington DC (Syr. 11).12
On the other hand, the copy that | have
largely consulted to write this article
(while comparing with the existing
translations and the oldest manuscript
witness, which is kept in the Vatican and
is available to view online on the Digital
Vatican Library website) is kept at the
Chaldean Patriarchate in Baghdad and
represents the newest witness to the text
in question (CPB Syr. 193). It was
completed on 2 June 1965 by Joseph
Qirmiza of Karimlish, originally of the
Jamma family of Alqosh, at the Chaldean
Patriarchal Seminary in Baghdad, and
had been commissioned by Fr. Michael
Isho’ for the personal readership of
Patriarch Mar Paul Il Sheikho.™3

The first person to publish a translation
of Rabban Joseph Busnaya’s Vita was
French Roman Catholic priest Jean-
Baptiste Chabot, who did so in a series of
eight articles published in Revue de
I'OrientChrétienbetween1897and1900.14
Afterward, this series was published as a
single volume.’® Chabot, however, only
consulted one manuscript of the text, and
the final article in his series includes an
epilogue and preface which present

minimal analysis of it. The only other
translation of the text is in Arabic,
published by Chaldean Catholic priest Fr.
Yohannan Chulagh at Baghdad in
4/1983.% His introduction includes
explanations regarding the manuscripts
consulted, Chabot'’s translation, the book
itself, its author, Rabban Joseph, Béth-
Sayyaré Monastery and the present
Arabic edition. In addition to consulting
Chabot's previous French translation, Fr.
Chualagh also referred to extant
manuscript witnesses in the private
collections of Fr. Nona of Alqosh and the
deacon George of Karanjoq, as well as
Dawra Syr. 548. The latest major study of
the text which, however, does not include
a translation, is a volume published last
year by Ralph Barczok, who explores
everyday life in the monastery, its
economicbasis,as well astherelationship
of the monks to their Christian and non-
Christian environment, and analyses
these in the context of its historical
situation.’ The manuscripts consulted
by Barczok, though, appear to be the
oldest witness that is in the Vatican, the
one at Cambridge, as well as one in the
possession of a family from Alqosh
(possibly that of Fr. Nona?). Unfortunately,
| have not been able to obtain a copy of
the book and have no knowledge of
German, so it is largely inaccessible to
me. Others who have studied the text of
Rabban Joseph Busnaya’s Vita are Fr. Ugo
Zanetti, who presented a critical reading
of the hagiography as an account of the
saint’s life, Vincent van Vossel, who used
it as an example of East Syriac monastic
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Geography, Demographics, and the Value of
Medieval Syriac Historical Texts: A Case Study
of the Vita of Rabban Joseph Busnaya (I)

Nicholas Al-Jeloo

Without doubt, much of what we know about the demographic makeup of the medieval
Middle East and its geography comes from contemporary texts in the various languages
of the area. In Syriac literature, however, there are no specific geographical texts, and the
amount of historical works is limited to a known few chronographies and general
chronicles, mostly West Syriac, that have already been well documented. What remains
for the curious scholar, therefore, is the option of scouring colophons, many of which
have been studied in detail, as well as narrative genres, particularly hagiographies, much
of which are set in real locations. Indeed, this latter group of literary works is one that
has been seldom touched upon beyond the ground-breaking work of pioneers such as
the late Fr. Jean-Maurice Fiey. Moreover, the most significant of such texts for northern
Mesopotamia is undoubtedly the Book of Governors, a monastic history of the Béth-‘Avé
monastery (near modern-day ‘Agrah), authored by Mar Thomas, bishop of Marga, in the
ninth century.’

One hagiographical text that has thus been studied, and the critical translation of which
is available in at least two languages, is the Vita of tenth-century monastic saint Rabban
Joseph Busnaya.2 This narrative, written in the voice of the saint’s disciple, Rabban John,
son of Khaldiin of Mosul, is quite long and contains much more than a historical account
of his master's life and activities. Beginning with a highly philosophical introduction,
each chapter of the text similarly begins with its own philosophical prelude which
introduces the narrative that follows. Indeed, due to the complex language utilised and
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concepts referred to in this text, it becomes apparent to the reader that it was one written
at the end of the golden age of Syriac literature, and during the zenith of that of Islamic
civilisation. As such, it can be considered a high-level masterpiece of Syriac literature
and, along with the Book of Governors, vital reading for all those wishing to understand
monastic life in the Church of the East, as well as the geography, demography and socio-

cultural situation in ninth- and tenth-century northern Mesopotamia.

Surviving Manuscript Witnesses
and Published Editions

Whereas the Vita of Rabban Joseph
Busnaya is largely an obscure text today,
evidence shows that it was once
considered a Syriac literary staple and it
held distinction among the vast corpus of
literature belonging to the Church of the
East. We observe, therefore, that in 1298,
some three centuries after ithad originally
been composed, Mar ‘Avd-Isho’ Bar-
Brikha (d. 1318), metropolitan of Nisibis
and Armenia, included it in his metrical
“Catalogue of Syriac Books and Writers”
- an invaluable repository of information
concerning works of Syriac literary
heritage and their authors, including
many that are now fragmentary or lost.
Later, in 1312, Mar ‘Avd-Isho’ translated
this catalogue into Arabic, making its
contents accessible to those who could
not read Syriac. In 1725, the catalogue
was published at Rome with a Latin
translation by Joseph-Simon Assemani
in the Bibliotheca Orientalis. For over a
century and a half, however, this text was
the only idea Western scholars had of the
existence of Rabban Joseph Busnaya’'s
Vita. The relevant passage, in an English
translation by Anglican missionary Rev.

George Percy Badger (1852), reads as
follows: “Yohanan bar Keldon wrote a
valuable work called ‘Busnaya, another
on the Most Beautiful, and a third on the
Merchandize of the Monks."3 At the same
time, the text was known among the
Church of the East’s adherents in southern
India. As such, research conducted in the
Syriac manuscript archives of the
Christian communities there has shown
that a very metaphysical version of the
Life of Joseph Busnaya was among the
high-level East Syriac literature read and
copied by the learned elite, besides the
prayer books, in the second half of the
sixteenthcentury,undertheadministration
of Mar Abraham (c. 1597-1556), the
Church of the East’s last metropolitan of
Angamaly.* Subsequently, this work
(under the name “The book of John
Barialdan” [sic]) appears to have been
one of the 20 “heretical” books decreed
banned by the Portuguese-imposed
Synod of Diamper (Udayamperoor) in
1599.5 As a result, all extant copies of
these books which were found were
destroyed.

The text of Rabban John Bar-Khaldin's
Syriac Vita of his master Rabban Joseph
Busnaya has survived today in at least 12
documented manuscripts. Unsurprisingly,
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Preamble

How jubilant we were with the pleasant welcome in which Banipal Magazine was received.
it has returned to publication after a long hiatus, rising like a Phoenix, shaking off all the
ashes. How heartened we were by the letters of congratulations, blessing, and praise
that were dedicated to Banipal and those who worked on issuing thoughtful content and
design. The launch of the new magazine issue (46) led numerous interested figures and
institutions in cultural affairs to sincerely dedicate letters of congratulations and praise
to the magazine through posting on their official social media pages. They expressed
their appreciation for this outstanding cultural achievement and their anticipation for the
luminous stages ahead. Moreover, they described it as promising and full of ambition.
We are highly grateful to the Minister of Culture and Youth in the Kurdistan Region, Mr.
Hamay H. Saeed, for his letter of congratulations and support to the magazine.

As the letters of congratulations heaped upon the magazine, the posts and writings of
researchers, writers, and academics of various disciplines enriched the content and
supplied it with new and diversified material. The new issuance is honored to include a
historical study on “The Spread of Eastern Christianity in Al-Hirah and the Arabian Gulf”
by His Eminence, Cardinal Mar Louis Raphael Sako, Patriarch of the Chaldean Church
in Iraq and the World. As well as, an article by Mr. Behnam Hababa on “Publications
of the Dominican Fathers in Mosul." Additionally, it includes various studies, namely:
“The Poet Alfred Samaan” by Mr. Boutros Nabati, and research entitled “The Name of
Ankawa and Its Historical Origins” by the archaeologist Mr. Bernard Yousif, in addition to
a study on “A Descriptive View of the Syriac Library in Ankawa” which was presented by
Dr. Mohammed N. Al-Dabbagh. Moreover, it includes a discussion with Mr. Bayar Sher,
Theatrical Director, concerning Syriac theater and his personal experience in drama.
In the Syriac section of the magazine, various materials can be read including poems
by Nineb Lamassu, Marina Benjamin, and Karim Ina. Moreover, articles and studies by
Mr. Yusuf Begtas, Mr. Akad Murad, Ms. Shamiram Pourian, and Pastor Barsom Dokan,
as well as discussions with our great artist, Shlimon Bet Shmuel. While the Kurdish
section includes material on the deceased great Syriac artist Bakuri (Andrius Khammo),
Armota, and Marie-Thérese Asmar, largely known for her book "Memoirs of a Babylonian
Princess".
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The English section deals with studies on “The History of the Assyrian Music” by the
researcher, Abboud Zeitoune, “Mar Ephrem” by Dr. Salam Hakeem, and “The Historic
Churches of Mosul and Their Inscriptions” by Prof. Amir Harrak. Furthermore, it includes
a study by Dr. Nicholas Al-Jeloo entitled “Rabban Joseph Busnaya”, which considers
his life as a template for studying geography, demographics, and the value of Syriac
historical texts in the Middle Ages.

The Engilsh section concludes with a visual report regarding the visit of Archbishop
Bashar Warda, Member of the Board of Trustees at the Catholic University in Erbil, to
America, aimed at discussing means of cooperation with its universities.

While Banipal was in the final designing stages, we received news regarding the
first meeting of patriarchs of Syriac heritage Churches conducted at the patriarchal
headquarters of the Syriac Orthodox in Lebanon on 16 December 2022. It was important
for us to refer to significant parts issued in its final statement that commended the
efforts of the researchers, and the initiatives of institutions that aspire to study and
publish our mutual Syriac heritage. Further, it affirmed everyone's desire to find common
mechanisms for teaching the Syriac language, which was spoken by the Lord Jesus and
his Holy Apostles, and to work to disseminate it and study it in-depth by all available
means, both traditional and modern, in addition to encouraging specialization in Syriac
studies at universities and reviving Syriac heritage conferences in the Middle East.

To conclude, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to all writers, poets, authors,
and researchers who sent their precious written work to be published in this issue.
However, we apologise for not being able to include all contents in this current issue, due
to its limited capacity. We promise to publish the remaining content in upcoming issues.
Thank you for your cooperation, love, and creativity.
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