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Chaldea is first mentioned in the annals of the
Assyrian king Ashurnasirpal 11 (reigned
884/883-859 BC), though earlier documents
referred to the same area as the “Sealand.” In
850 Shalmaneser III of Assyria raided Chaldea
and reached the Persian Gulf, which he called
the “Sea of Kaldu.” On the accession of Sargon
I1 to the Assyrian throne (721), the Chaldean
Marduk-apla-iddina 11 (the biblical Merodach-
baladan), ruler of Bit-Yakin (a district of
Chaldea), seized the Babylonian throne and,
despite Assyrian opposition, held it from 721
to 710. He finally fled, however, and Bit-Yakin

was placed under Assyrian control.
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Jluily News

the hard and painstaking work in order to
achieve this plan on the ground.”

It is worth noting that the book was
prepared by the Media Department of the
General Directorate of Syriac Culture and
Arts, and it came in 254 large-sized pages,
including news of the Directorate’s
activities in the Syriac, Kurdish, Arabic and
English languages, decorated with a
bouquet of colorful expressive pictures,
transporting the reader to the atmosphere
of these activities, with all their diligence
and creativity.

Also within its “Syriac Culture” series of
publications, the General Directorate of
Syriac Culture and Arts in the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region has continued to provide
the cultural library with new and distinctive
works. It has thus issued novel of author
and writer Jalal Mark Abdoka, Bloody
Tears, which carries the sequence number
(62) and comes in 228 pages of medium
size. It additionally published a book of
literary criticism by the author and
playwright Sabah Hormuz, entitled
“Spaces of Reading in Arabic Novels and
Stories by a Syriac Writer,’ which carries
the sequence number (63), and comes in
168 pages of medium length.

It also issued a collection of poetry in
Arabic by the Syriac poet Dr. Samir Khorani,
titted “Autumn Dream Convolutions,’
coming in 160 sheets of small pieces
carrying the sequence number (64).
Finally, a collection of poems in the Syriac
language by Fr. Quryaqos Hanna al-Bartelli
was published in abook titled “The Grapes
of the Vine,’ found on 228 pages of
medium size and coming with the
sequence number (65) in the series.
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In Lebanon... Honoring the Director
General of Syriac Culture and Arts

The Syriac League in Lebanon honored the
Director General of Syriac Culture and Arts
in the Iraqgi Kurdistan Region, Kaldo Ramzi
Oghanna, during the celebration it held on
the occasion of Mother's Day, under the
auspices of the Lebanese Foreign Minister
Abdullah Bou Habib, and in the presence of
the Governor of Beirut and the Ambassador
of Sweden to Lebanon, on 20 March 2023.

The honoring came in appreciation of the
role played by the Director General of Syriac
Culture and Arts and the achievements
made throughout his tenure managing the
General Directorate, in addition to the
excellence in the accomplished cultural and
artistic festivals and events, for which his
administration played a prominent role in
the Syriac cultural scene.

15

Oghanna gave great thanks and gratitude
for this generous gesture that increases our
determination  to  strengthen  the
interdependence between our institutions
in Kurdistan, Iraq and Lebanon. In doing so,
he stressed that, “This honor bears a greater
responsibility toward our culture, language,
and ancient heritage, hoping that 2023 will
be distinguished by the support of our
people and the support of the regional
government, especially the Prime Minister”

Finally Oghanna congratulated those
celebrating Mother's Day and all mothers,
and added, at the end of his speech, that, “I
can only dedicate this tribute to my great
supporter, my mother, who taught me to
give in service to our culture, language, and
heritage.”

Jlusils News ladan

New Publications of the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts

With an elegant cover and distinguished
printing, the General Directorate of Syriac
Culture and Arts has issued a new book,
including its achievements and news of
the events and activities that it organized
during the year 2022.

In the introduction to the book, the authors
put the speech given by Kaldo Ramazi
Oghanna on the occasion of his
assumption of his duties as Director
General of Syriac Culture and Arts, in
which he indicated that, “as we stand
today on the threshold of a new era in the
journey of the General Directorate of Syriac
Culture and Arts, we hope that it will be full

of work and activities on all levels. We put
in our plans that the year 2022 be
distinguished and full of achievements,
and other years will follow that are more
distinguished and accomplished, thanks
to the cooperation and support of our
people, the support of the Kurdistan
Regional Government, in the person of its
President, Mr. Masrour Barzani, and the
support and encouragement of our
Ministry, the Ministry of Culture and Youth,
which was and still is supportive of us,
despite the circumstances of the financial
crisis and its consequences. All these
achievements come as confirmation of
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Iragi Theater Festival Honors
Syriac Culture

As part of the activities of the opening
ceremony of the Iraqi Theater Festival
in its sixth session, held at al-Mansur
Theater in the Iraqi capital, Baghdad,
and in appreciation of the efforts of the
General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts in the Iraqgi Kurdistan Region in
supporting Syriac theater, its Director-
General, Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, was
honored with the Iraqi Creativity Award,
on Thursday evening, 16 March 2023,
and in the presence of the advisor for
Culture Affairs to the Iragi Prime
Minister, Aref al-Sa'‘idi.
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Oghanna confirmed in a speech after
receiving the honorary trophy that the
Syriacs are the pioneers in the Iraqgi theater,
dedicating the honor to the soul of Iraqi
theater's nun Azaduhi Samuel and to the
souls of all the Syriac pioneers of Iraqi
theater.

It is noteworthy that the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts in
the Iraqi Kurdistan Region had received
an official invitation to attend the activities
of the Sixth Iragi Theater Festival, which
continued until 16 March 2023.
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Syriac Cultural Directorate Hosted by the
Chaldean Catholic Patriarchate
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Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, Director General
of Syriac Culture and Arts in the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region, visited the Patriarch
of the Chaldean Catholic Church,
Cardinal Louis Raphael Sako, on Friday
morning, 17 March 2023, at the
Patriarchal Palace in al-Mansur,
Baghdad.

During the meeting, they talked about
the active role of the Syriac culture and
the importance of highlighting this as
an essential part of Mesopotamian
culture.

Oghanna emphasized the keenness of
the General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts to represent the Syriac culture
in all cultural and artistic festivals in a
way that would highlight the wonderful
and true picture of the role that the
Syriacs have always played in the
cultural and artistic scene.

The meeting was attended by His
Excellency Archbishop Baselius Yaldo,
the Patriarchal Assistant, and Laith
Benjamin, in charge of the Theater and
Cinema Department at the General
Directorate.
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Undersecretary of the Iraqi Minister of
Culture in the Hospitality of the Syriac
Cultural Directorate

Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, Director General of
Syriac Culture and Arts in the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region, received Dr. Imad
Jassem, Undersecretary of the Iraqi
Ministry of Culture, Tourism and
Antiquities, at the General Directorate
building on Sunday morning, 12 March
2023.

During the meeting, they discussed
avenues of cooperation between the two
sides and activating the partnership
between them, especially in the scope of
cultural activities and events organized by
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the Iragi Ministry of Culture, Tourism and
Antiquities throughout the country.

Dr. Imad Jassim stressed the need to work
through joint committees to develop an
officially approved protocol between the
two sides to develop appropriate plans to
activatejointactivities and events, pointing
to the active role played by the Syriacs in
cultural and artistic activities on more
than one level.

For his part, Oghanna stressed that the
General Directorate of Syriac Culture and
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Arts continues to activate the Syriac
cultural role through Syriac artistic and
cultural events and activities that it
organizes in the region, pointing to the
need to activate the Syriac cultural role at
the level of Iraq as a whole, given the
importance of the distinguished role that
the Syriacs have always played, being
pioneers in several fields.

At the end of the meeting, Oghanna gave
the Undersecretary of the Ministry of
Culture the book Achievements of the
General Directorate of Syriac Culture and
Arts, 2022, which includes the
distinguished activities of the Directorate
during the year 2022, as well as a selection
of the most prominent publications of the
General Directorate within the “Syriac
Culture” series.

The Director General of Syriac Culture and
Arts then accompanied Dr. Imad Jassim,
to visit the Administration of the Syriac
Heritage Museum, belonging to the
General Directorate, and the visitor toured
the corridors and halls of the Syriac
Museum, expressing his great admiration
for the modern methods adopted in
providing historical and heritage
information, as well as his deep
appreciation for the efforts of all its
employees.

The Undersecretary of the Iraqi Ministry of
Culture concluded his visit with a tour of
the Syriac Cultural Library and was briefed
on the important references and sources
on its shelves, as well as the old books
preserved according to scientific methods,
appreciating the efforts of its staff.
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In a speech for the occasion, delivered on
behalf of the District Commissioner of
Ankawa and the General Directorate of
Syriac Culture and Arts, Siyawish remarked
that, “All the events we organize today are
very important to celebrate our Syriac
language, but the most important thing is
that we continue as much as we can to
speak this language everywhere we are,
without being ashamed.” The General
Directorate of Syriac Education pointed to
the importance of language and land for
any nation, while Fahmi Sliwa, Director of
Education for the outskirts of Erbil,
stressed the importance of the role played
by the Syriac schools established in the
region after 1991. The speeches included
a group of songs and chants presented by
the students of Ankawa schools.
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The morning program for the celebration
also included a tour for the employees of
the General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts, the Directorate of Heritage, the
Syriac Museum and the Syriac Library to
the schools of Ankawa district to
distribute souvenirs decorated with
Syriac letters to students. The Directorate
of Syriac Culture and Arts in Dohuk
distributed souvenirs to students of
Syriac schools in Dohuk and Alqosh, and
souvenirs were distributed in schools in
Kirkuk and Soran / Diana. Preparations
for the celebration also included
decorating the streets of Ankawa with
banners bearing its slogan.

Additionally, at the Gilgamesh hall in the
Social Academic Center, the General
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Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts
organized an evening session within the
program of the festive day. At its outset,
Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, Director General
of Syriac Culture and Arts in the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region, delivered a speech in
which he stressed the authenticity and
ancientness of our Syriac language,
which has its roots dating back to three
thousand years BC and is linked to
Sumerian and Babylonian-Akkadian,
citing the saying of Malfono Na‘um Faigq,
“He who does not know his language
does not know why he was created.” This
was followed by the speech of Anu Johar,
Minister of Transport and
Communications of the Iragi Kurdistan
Regional Government, in which he
praised the linguistic and cultural
diversity in Iraqi Kurdistan, praising the
role of the regional government in
preserving it through approving the
Syriac Education Law, and he also
referred to the cultural openness that
followed the March 11 agreement,
paving the way for the establishment of
cultural clubs and schools and the
issuance of magazines and newspapers
in the mother language. Then came the

speech of Arian Salahuddin,
Undersecretary of the Minister of Culture
and Youth, in which he emphasized the
interest of the regional government,
especially the ninth cabinet, in the
person of Prime Minister Masrour
Barzani in the mother tongues for the
components of the region.

Oghanna presented an honorary shield
in the name of the General Directorate of
Syriac Culture and Arts to the Etuti
Organization, as an expression of thanks
and appreciation for its supportive
initiative.

An exhibition of Syriac calligraphy was
then inaugurated by the artist Bashar Al-
Baghdedi, followed by a dialogue session
centered on “the Syriac language
between the rooting of modernity and
the modernization of heritage.” The
session was moderated by Nizar Hanna,
General Director of Syriac Education,
and the following took turns speaking:
Fr. Dr. Behnam Sony, Dr. Kawthar Naguib,
Head of the Syriac Language Department
at Salahaddin University, and writer
Boutros Nabati.
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English, 325 pages, eBook 2009.

A novel loosely based around the murder
of one of the family of Labaree
missionaries in 1904 by a Kurd, and the
lives of Urmia's American missionaries.
Based on correspondence received.
Available on Archive.org:

https://archive.org/detailsgoodlyfellowship00Oschaiala.

2. Heller, Joseph. Catch 22 (a classic
American novel with an Assyrian hero),
New York: Simon and Shuster, 2011 [50th
anniversary edition]. Available from
Amazon in paperback, kindle and audible
books.

A leading American novelist of the 20th
century set this novel in World War Il with
a hero-soldier who is ethnic Assyrian.

3. Varandyan, Emmanuel P. The Well of
Ararat. Garden City, N.Y.. Doubleday,
Doran & Co., Inc.,, 1938, 343 pages.
Reprinted in 2013 with an introduction by
Eden Naby.

Though its central focus is on Armenians
from the multiethnic village of Iryava, this
excellent novel about Urmia during World
War | approaches the Armenian fate with
an Assyrian component. Available from
Amazon.

4. Ya'akovi, Orah (0. Jacobi). Urmia in the
Shadow of the Owl: a 2,624 years journey.
Israel: 2012, 235 pages.

Chiefly about Jewish communities in
Eastern Turkey and Western Azerbaijani
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areas during World War |, this novel
intermittently follows the fate of two
Aramaic-speaking friends in Urmia, a
Jewish girland an Assyrian one. Available
from Amazon.

Part IV. Other works that are
related & recommended

1. O'Neill, Joseph. Netherland. New York:
Pantheon Books, 2008.

O’Neill (an attorney) is a prolific novelist
and memoirist who claims to be half-
Irish, half-Turkish. But, according to his
memoirs, his mother was born and raised
in Mersin, Turkey, and belonged to the
Syrian Catholic Church - hence his
“Turkishness.” The novel, or at least this
one, makes no reference to the Middle
East. The author has other novels too and
has won prizes.

2. Halo, Thea. Not Even my Name: From a
death march in Turkey to a new home in
America, a young girl's true story of
genocide and survival. New York: Picador
USA, 2000, 321 pages, [8] pages of plates.

By an author with an Assyrian father and
Pontic Greek mother. A memoir/tale
competently told of, among other things,
the post-genocide problem of marriage
of female survivors and overseas laboring
bachelors, a post-World War | theme that
effected physical and cultural survival of
Assyrians in diaspora.
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Ankawa Celebrates Syriac on
International Mother Language Day

Comy Laxdn LASH dna

1ajgppales oIl saggll g syahial oisjiuiastinui) & glsbial il ila)
alp— i Wdly nega da all b el Jgu I;_nl_.u_m.u il

The General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts, in cooperation with the District
Commissioner of Ankawa, the Directorate
of Syriac Education, the Directorate of
Education of the outskirts of Erbil, and
the Department of Syriac Language at the
College of Education, Salahaddin
University, organized a festive day on the
occasion of International Mother
Language Day, corresponding to 21
February 2023.

This festive day included a morning
activity at the Ankawa Mixed Secondary
School Hall, in the presence of Rami Nuri
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Siyawish, District Commissioner of
Ankawa, Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, General
Director of Syriac Culture and Arts in the
Iraqgi Kurdistan Region, Nizar Hanna,
Director General of Syriac Education,
and a number of government and
administrative officials. The ceremony
began with a number of pupils from the
Syriac Mixed Arbaello School singing
the new song Lishani (My Language),
which was produced by the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts on
this occasion, as well as written and
composed by Youssef Aziz.

122



Jluily Research ladss

War | and carries us to the terrible time in
1933 when so many Assyrians were
butchered in the villages around the
northern Iragi town of Simele, here
consciously spelled like the opera by this
too early deceased author.

8. Khedroo, Lawrence Glenn. Ashiret
eternal: an Assyrian odyssey in Iraq.
[Philadelphia, PA]: Xlibris Corp., c2003,
470 pages.

A novel/play set during World War | in the
Hakkari that is written with a cast of
characters and dialogue like a play.
Harvard describes it as Assyrian-lraq
fiction.

9. Kino, Nuri. The Line in the Sand: A
Political Thriller about the War in lIraq.
Available from Amazon as softcover and
Kindle — also in Swedish (2010).

An Assyrian journalist from Sweden
works the material around the
contemporary Middle East.

10. Kochou, Montaha. Will The Sun Rise
Again? 2005. Available from Amazon.

This is Baghdad-born Mona Kochou's
second novel, the first being Burning
Desire. The settings are the Middle East
and the author draws on her own
knowledge of the expanse and limits of
love and desire customary in traditional
Middle Eastern families.

11. Malek-Yonan, Rosie. The Crimson
Field: A Historical Novel. Verdugo City,
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CA: Pearlida Publishing, 2005, xxii, 543
pages. Available from Amazon.

A hefty novel based on family memoirs of
a prominent Urmia extended family
during their flight to save themselves
from vicious and avaricious Muslim
neighbors.

12. Mclintosh, D[Dorothy].J. The Witch of
Babylon. Toronto: Penguin Canada, 2011,
399 pages, illustrated. Available from
Amazon as book and Kindle.

An erudite adventure novel set in New
York and the Middle East (2003 Baghdad),
this work delves into antiquity with its
magical facets, the vagaries of the world
of collectors and the looting of ancient
Nineveh. You don't have to read cuneiform
to enjoy this.

13. Mirza, William (1904-1995). The Girl
from Odda. New York: Vantage Press,
1976, 108 pages.

Probably the first novel published by an
Assyrian  (Modesto, 1953) about
Assyrians. This is a novelette of great
emotion and yearning based on World
War | events in Urmia and Baghdad. Odda
is a spelling adopted for the prosperous
Assyrian village of Ada. Hard to find but
worth digitizing.

14. Timmerman, Kenneth R. St. Peter's
Bones. Cassiopeia Press, 2011, 294

pages. Available from Amazon.

Set in the early Middle Ages in Rome as it
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is sacked by Muslim invaders (Saracens),
the bones of the “rock — Keepa” on which
the early Western church is built must be
hidden away for protection. This takes us
to a monastery in 215t century Iraq and
the secrets it has held for centuries that
are coveted by Muslim radicals. A
possible Indiana Jones sequel?

Part Il. Other fiction related to
Assyrians or by Assyrians

1. ‘Isa, Misa’el La‘azar. Tanayé d-Misa’el
La‘azar ‘sa: dabaga qa(d)maya [The
narratives of Mishael Lazar Isa: volume
one], El Sobrante, California: Youel A.
Baaba Library, 1991, 224 pages.

A collection of short-stories and essays
by the late Assyrian author, Mishael Lazar
Isa.

In Modern Syriac/Neo-Aramaic (at
Harvard University Library and other
locations).

2. Smwrél Bét-Kulya d-Gugtappah. Sapar
d-Qassisa Shibi I-Smayya: yan ‘Edta gabita
d-Babil biyahbaylah slama 'illokon: 2
Patros 5:13 [The Journey of the Priest
slivu to Heaven], Tehran: Matba‘ta d-Si‘ta
Siprayta da-‘Laymé Atorayg, 1962, 231
pages.

From the illustrious Geogtapa family of
Bet-Kolia, the author (b. 1889) was a
prolific author and journal article writer
with many books to his credit. In this
novel, Priest Slivu meets the Old
Testament figures like Adam, Noah etc.

3. Sidar, ilhami. Bedirhan: Bir cudi
séylencesi. Beyoglu, istanbul: Aram
Yayincilik, 2003, 378 pages.

Assyrian—Kurdish topic published by
Kurds in Turkish. Sidar (b. 1965) has two
other novels (Tehma xweliyé, Jan) in
Kurdish published in Diyarbakir by Aram.

4. Shimon, Samuel. An Iraqi in Paris: an
autobiographical novel. Translated from
Arabic. London: Banipal Books, 2005,
249 pages (also translated into German
and Swedish).

From the editor of the periodical Banipal
(Paris, London) comes this novel that has
many translations.

5. - , editor. Baghdad noir. Brooklyn,
New York: Akashic Books, 2018, , 291
pages: map; 21 cm.

A short story collection in the “noir”
category all seemingly written by Iraqis
of several ethnic origins. Shimun is an
Assyrian novelist, publisher (of Banipal
periodical), poet and prolific writer of
Iragi origin. Born in 1956, his first book of
poetry (in Arabic) was published in 1995
by Gilgamesh Publishing House (Dar
Jiljamish).

Part lll. Novels primarily about
others but with Assyrian content

1. Schauffler, Rachel Capen. The Goodly
Fellowship. New York: Macmillan Co.,
1912 (reprinted by Nebu Press, 2010),
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Just for Fun...

Assyrian history for the non-historian: Enter
this world stretching into millennia through
novels as you drop off to sleep...

Dr. Eden Naby

Assyrian-Iranian cultural historian of
Central Asia and the Middle East.

So you are busy with a demanding job,
family fun and obligations, and no time to
nurture your Assyrian cultural knowledge
except at the occasional New Year's party,
food festival, church service or at a
cultural event like Mesopotamian Night.
But you read, at least in English or
whatever is the language of the country
of the diaspora or the homeland. Below
are some suggested readings, allfictional,
some very long and some pretty short.
The subjects touch on some things you
already know vaguely.

Think of these as easy to digest lessons
in history, true fictionalized and perhaps
more hopeful than news headlines. But
they are fun to read. Some are suitable
for young adults; some require a more
mature knowledge of life. These titles are
ideal for book clubs or family reading and
discussion — formal or informal.

The following list consists of works of
fiction, full length books and novelettes,
bound in one volume with a single author,
dating from the 20th to 21st century, that

1. Please note the article by J. F. Coakley about three other novels in English that relate to Assyrians. “Assyrian Christians
in English Fiction, 1849-1967.” Journal of Assyrian Academic Studies 23:2 (2009), pp. 18-25.
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are either written by Assyrians or relate to
Assyrians, ancient or modern. Part | is
English only; Part Il are novels by
Assyrians or others related to Assyrians
but not in English; and, Part lll are novels
that relate to Assyrians but are primarily
about other communities in the Middle
East.

Part 1. English language novels
about Assyrians

1. Amiri, Amir. A Bold Awakening. [United
States]: Outskirts Press, [2015], 396
pages.

Available from Amazon.

An imaginative adventure story set in
conflicted Iraq that brings together the
Assyrian diaspora to crush those who
persecute Assyrians living on the Nineveh
Plain and help lead toward a future
autonomous safe zone. Highly readable.

2. Guild, Nicholas. The Assyrian. (Tiglath
Ashur Book 1). Available from Amazon as
hardcover, softcover and Kindle.
(Translated into Persian and published in
Tehran in 1995 through the efforts of Dr.
Wilson Bet-Mansour).

A well-known historical romance set in
the empire period, and which points to
the multi-ethnic environment that led to
Assyrian identity and strength.

3. —mmeeee- . The Blood Star (Tiglath Ashur
Book 2). Available from Amazon as
hardcover and Kindle.

A follow up to The Assyrian. Interesting
but a little less exciting, though still worth
the read.

4. David, Joe. The Infidels. 2014.
(Available from Amazon as paperback).
https://www.amazon.com/Infidels-Joe-
David/dp/1783082003

Set on the Urmia Plain of northwest Iran
during World War |, this is amore triumphal
genocide and diaspora story than many.
A good read.

5. Hanna, Ninos. Life for Legacy. North
Charleston, South Carolina: CreateSpace
Independent Publishing Platform, 2016,
viii, 235 pages. Available from Amazon as
book and kindle.

Afirst novel for a young author born in the
US who captures the struggle of
disaffectedness and hope for the Assyrian
people.

6. Hay, David. No Through Road: a story of
the last Assyrian campaign in Kurdistan:
the nation which defied theTurkish Empire
and became Britain's smallest ally of the
1914-18 war, Ipswich: Norman Adlard &
Co., 1966, 217 pages plus map and
illustrations.

7. Kakovitch, Ivan (1933-2006). Mount
Semele. Alexandria, VA: Mandrill, c2002,
360 pages. Available from Amazon. Also
Persian translation from Tehran (2005).

Intended as a trilogy, the author begins in
the mountainous Hakkari during World
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However, World War | and the great
Armenian, Assyrian, and Greek Genocide
halted his plans. Instead, he rescued
approximately 2,000 Assyrians who had
fled Hakkari in southeast Turkey by
providing them with a place to live on his
extensive property in Sireh. When many
of the refugees fell ill, Lily, who was only
14 years old, helped nurse as many as she
could. Unfortunately, Younan Avraham
also became ill during this time and
passed away in 1915. This was an utter
tragedy for Lily who was very close to her
father.

Prior to Younan's passing, he advised Lily
to educate herself and delay marriage,
which was unusual advice during that
time. Following her father's wishes, Lily
continued her education at the Fiske
Seminary, an American Christian
missionary school for girls in Urmia, which
her mother had also attended. Because
of the war, for a period of time, the students
of Fiske had to be moved to Tabriz to
continue their education. Shortly before
her graduation, an Assyrian physician
named Hakim (doctor) Benyamin
Taimoorazy, a graduate of Moscow
Medical University was sent on a mission
to his hometown of Chaharbakhsh in
Urmia and, upon seeing Lily, he decided to
send word to her mother of his intentions
of marrying her daughter. Lily's mother
accepted the offer on behalf of her
daughter and asked Hakim Benyamin to
take her to Russia immediately after her
graduation to save her from the dangers
of the war. At the wedding, the famous
Assyrian general, Agha Petros of Baz was
the best man along with his brother who
stood in the place of Lily’s brother, Joseph.

129

Agha Petros and his wife, Zarifa Khanum,
gave the newlyweds a peacock as a
wedding gift.

Soon after the wedding, Hakim Benyamin
took Lily to Thilisi, Georgia, where he had
built a life with his siblings. While in
Georgia, Lily Taimoorazy earned a 2-year
college degree and also taught the
Assyrian language to elementary level
students. The Assyrian physician and
nationalist, Dr. Freydoon Bet-Abraham
“Atouraya”whowasoneof Dr. Taimoorazy’s
nephews, frequently visited the
Taimoorazy's family home, where they
would often have a lively discussion about
the fate of Assyria. His Bible, which is now
in the possession of his great-niece in
New York, still bears notes and insight
that both he and Lily had written on the
pages of the Old Testament.

While in Thilisi, the Taimoorazy couple
had four children; two daughters and two
sons. Unfortunately, their eldest, a
daughter, lost her life as an infant. In 1937,
Hakim Benyamin was sent into exile in
Iran along with his three children, Ophelia,
Tamraz and Sardanapal, while Lily was
arrested and sent to a Gulag. One year
later, upon her release, she too was sent
back to her birthplace in Iran. By then,
Hakim Benyamin had started a successful
medical practice in Urmia. Although he
suffered from epilepsy for most of his life,
in the latter years, he also developed a
heart condition. At the time of his passing
in 1954, church bells were ordered to be
rung throughout the Vvillage of
Chahrbakhsh, in honor of an Assyrian
doctor who had cared for and saved
countless lives in Urmia. His legacy

Jlily Research ladsn

continues through his grandson, Dr.
Benjamin Taimoorazy who followed in his
grandfather's footsteps. Dr. Taimoorazy
currently practices medicine in both
lllinois and California. He is one of the top
seven doctors in pain management in the
United States today, and is also an author
and an inventor.

After the death of her husband, Rabita Lily
continued her education. In 1957, the
Asian Free University granted her an
honorary PhD for her work on ancient
Iranian relics and monuments. In addition
to her academic pursuits, Mrs. Taimoorazy
also used her talents to assist the Assyrian
community culturally and academically.
She founded and choreographed the
Shamiram Folkloric Dance Group in 1957.
This Dance Group appeared on Iranian
and European television channels,
performed throughout the globe and won
the patronage of the Iranian Ministry of
Fine Arts. Additionally the group
performed at two elaborate celebrations
in Iran: the 1967 coronation of Shah
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, and the 1971
commemoration of the 2,500-year-old
anniversary of the Persian Empire.
Because of her efforts, Taimoorazy is
often called the “Mother of Assyrian Folk
Dance.” Philimon Darmo, a famous Radio
personality in Sydney, Australia, gave her
the title, “Queen of the Assyrian Heritage
in the 20th Century”.

Rabita Lily introduced Assyrian dances to
many in America and in Europe. In 1962,
she traveled to Italy, where her group
performed for the country’s president in
Rome, as well as in the famous opera
house of LaScala in Milan. Unfortunately,

this group dissolved in 1980, when the
Islamic Republic of Iran forbade dancing
throughout the country. Rabita Lily also
assisted the Assyrian community by
raising approximately $2,000 for a new
Assyrian school in Tehran called
“Shushan.” She wrote poetry and children’s
stories in the Assyrian language, and also
translated many Russian books into the
Assyrian language. She has multiple
notebooks she has left behind which bear
her memories of the First World War.

Throughout her life, Rabita Lily was no
stranger to tragedy, from losing her
beloved father in 1915 to having her
mother, youngest brother and two of her
aunts slaughtered by the Turks and the
Kurds in Iran, and losing her husband at a
young age. But most painful of all was the
sudden death of her youngest son,
Sardanapal, in 1980, which left her utterly
devastated. Despite all of this trauma in
her life, she continued her mission for
Assyria. Rabita Lily Taimoorazy passed
away in Tehran in 1992 but her legacy
continues to this day. The Taimoorazy’s
granddaughter, Juliana Taimoorazy, was
nominated for the 2021 and 2022 Nobel
Peace Prize for founding and overseeing
the Iragi Christian Relief Council, an
organization that provides support to
Christian refugees in the Middle East. She
is the first Assyrian woman to be
nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize.

In her autobiography, Rabita Lily gave an
important message to the next generation.
She said: “To the children | say this; if you
stop thinking your private thoughts in the
Assyrian language, then you can be sure
you have lost your identity.”
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24. Chulagh, Tarikh Yasuf Basnaya, p. 110, fn. 1.

25. This manuscript, a Qdham w-Vathar (cix a3Xi,
Book of Divine Office) kept in a private collection near
Tell-Tamr, Syria, was completed on Saturday 28
January 1794 by the deacon Haydent, son of the priest
Yahvo, son of Moses of Gissa, at Dehé in the Sapna
district, for the church of the Virgin Mary in Kani-Balav,
in the Shikho district. It should be noted that Dehe is
only 5km away from Kani-Balav as the crow flies, and
11 km by road.

26. On its own, for instance, Qiiré (aqir<) could means
frosts, furnaces, bundles or ladies, and Samkha
(®=0i) could mean a pillar, column, base, support,
cell or monk’s hut!

27. Amir Harrak (ed.), The Acts of Mar Marithe Apostle,
Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature, 2005, pp. 24-27;
Fiey, “Proto-Histoire chrétienne du Hakkari turc,’ p.
462-463.

28. Aram Nahapetovich Ter-Ghevondyan, ApmeHus u
apa6ckuin xanudat [Armenia and the Arab Caliphate],
Yerevan: Academy of Sciences of the Armenian Soviet
Socialist Republic, 1977, pp. 22, 182.

29. The first two of these fortified cities were known
to be Assyrian villages already in the seventeenth
century. Suren Tigrani Yeremian, Swjwuwwlp puwn
"Whwphwgnig"-h  [Armenia According to the
“Ashkharatsuyts”], Yerevan: Armenian Soviet Socialist
Republic Academy of Sciences Publishing House,
1963, p. 36.
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A Warrioress for Assyria

By Juliana Taimoorazy

Lily Avraham was born in Urmia, Iran, to
Younan Avraham of Sireh and Mariam
Givargis of Anhar, in May of 1900. Her
father, an educated and a progressive
Assyrian traveled to the United States in
1902 to attend a theological seminary
and, as a result, obtained US citizenship.
After graduating from the seminary in
1906, he returned to Urmia and co-
founded the prestigious secular
newspaper Kokhva (= “the Star”), along
with Rabi Yokhannan Moshie, also serving
as the magazines treasurer.

Upon his return to Iran, and seeing the
difficult living conditions in Urmia, Mr.
Avraham decided to immigrate to the
United States with his family. He sent his
son, Joseph and his sister, who was nurse,
to America with the hopes that he and the
rest of the family would soon follow.
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monastery at Kurkhe — unless the church
of St. George at ‘Umra-Khtaya, just over a
kilometre to the northeast of both Kurkhe
and Lizan, can be considered to have
been the church of such a monastery.
Another option would be the village of
Chamba d-Kurkhe in Upper Tyare, which
also did not have a church, but the closest
village to it, Be-Mariggo, did have one
dedicated to St. Azad, locally known as
Bé-Mar-Azad (i.e., the house of St. Azad),
a saint also known to have been
associated with Kurkhé.3? Interestingly,
Fr. Fiey suggests that Azad may be an
abbreviated doublet of Bokhtyazd. This,
however, is unlikely since they are often
paired togetherin ecclesiastical literature,
with the former described as the disciple
of the latter.40

Furthermore, another place in Zawzan
mentioned in the Vita of Rabban Joseph
Busnaya is Maryos, also appearing as
Maranos in later copies of the text. This
can be none other than the village of
Maronis (Kavakl), known in Kurdish as
Marunis or Mariniis, near the western
boundary of modern-day Hakkari
province. As we learn from the Vita, this
village was the home of the monk Rabban
Koma, who was set upon by the Dasnaya
Kurd Kamil, in revenge for his brother who
had been killed there.?? In the Church of
the East’s liturgical calendar, we find the
name of another monk from this village,
Rabban Yalda Marosnaya, of whom we
know nothing else about.#2 By the
nineteenth century, however, Maronis had
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become a Kurdish Muslim village, but
locals still point out a spot they call cihé
déré (i.e., the place of the church), where
the church used to be. In sum, according
to the clues provided by Rabban Joseph's
Vita, the tenth-century Assyrian
perception of Zawzan and its territory
was that it covered the northern and
western parts of today’s Hakkari province,
encompassing the Great Zab valley and
its tributaries from Kurkhe in the south up
to Julamerk in the north and from Maronis
in the west to the mountains bordering
the Gawar Plain in the east. Indeed, this
remote area must have been the part of
Zawzan populated by an Assyrian, rather
than an Armenian majority, which is
probably why their accounts of the
region’s boundaries do not go much
further than the district of Norduz.
Incidentally, much of this “Assyrian” part
of Zawzan is occupied by the districts of
Upper and Lower Tyare, the name of
which can be semantically related to that
of the former. This is because, in Syriac, a
tyara refers to an enclosure, herd, flock,
encampment for flocks, stall or pen for
livestock, pastoral village, sheepfold or
barn (also metaphorically to a church,
convent or community of monks!). It is
thus conceivable that Zawzan, the land of
summer pastures in the mountains, could
be the equivalent of Tyare, the land of
pastoral villages and encampments for
flocks. Significantly Rabban Joseph's
Vita is one of the texts that provide
evidence of a significant Christian
Assyrian presence in the Hakkari
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highlands prior to the Mongol and Turkic
invasions of the thirteenth to fifteenth
centuries.43 At any rate, we notice that
Zawzan was not considered a diocese of
the Church of the East and did not have
its own bishop. However, since it almost
exclusively bordered Dasan to the south,
and since these regions were evangelised
together by St. Marr’s disciple St. Tomis,
its Christian Assyrian communities must
have been under its episcopal jurisdiction.
Additionally, we observe in the Acts of St.
Mari, that he sent St. Tomis on his mission
from “the land of Erbil,” the centre of what
later became the  metropolitan
archdiocese of Adiabene, of which Dasan
was a suffragan diocese.44

(Continued in the next issue)
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villages such as Kpar-Qure and Kpar-
Samkha, which is literally the construct
state of the Syriac noun meaning “a
hamlet, was only used as a way to
indicate that these were just tiny villages,
rather than actually being part of their
names.26

Delineating Zozan/Zawzan

(\\0\ IQO\)

Another region mentioned in the text of
Rabban Joseph Busnaya’s Vita is that of
Zawzan, also vocalised as Zawzan or
Zozan. This name appears as that of one
of the regions evangelised, along with
Dasan and Gawar, by St. Tomis, a disciple
of St. Martin the second Christian century,
according to the text of the latter saint’s
Vita which, presumably was written in the
sixth century, before the coming of
Islam.2’ In Armenian sources, this
toponym appears as either Zavazan or
Zozan and, in Arabic texts, it is vocalised
either as Zawzan or Zuzan. Moreover, this
word exists in various dialects of Eastern
Armenian, Kurmaniji Kurdish and Assyrian
Aramaic, and relates to summer pastures
in the mountains. Hence, this would
provide the image of the region as a
rugged, mountainous area that is lush in
the summer, supporting the grazing of
domesticated animals. Armenian sources
identify Zavazan with the region of
Andzevatsik, corresponding to the area
known by Assyrians as Nudiz, and by
Kurds as Norduz, between the Shatakh
(Catak) and Khoshab (Giizelsu) valleys.
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Between the fourth and eighth centuries,
this area comprised an Armenian
principality ruled by the Andzevatsi
family.28 Later, however, it was
incorporated as the eleventh gavar
(canton) of the Armenian kingdom of
Vaspurakan, the capital of which was at
Van. Significantly, Andzevatsik was one
of the nine main principalities of Greater
Armenia, which prevented the Sasanians
from advancing their borders and those
of their vassals Iberia and Albania
(present-day Georgia and Azerbaijan)
further into the interior of Armenia, after
the Armenian kingdom was partitioned
between the Sasanian and Roman
empires in 387. According to Armenian
geographers, there were three fortified
cities in this region: Alaman/Olaman
(Atabinen), Mihravan / Marwanan
(Topyildiz) and Akhzi/Akhsin (Oguldami).?®
Also in the region was a significant
monastery of the Virgin Mary (Hogeats
Vank), which was the residence of the
local bishop since the mid-fifth century,
and its capital was at the fortress of
Kangavar (Ormeli), later moved to the
village of Qasrik (Kirkgegit).30 Between
the fourth and tenth centuries, this area
supplied anumber of prominent Armenian
clergy and noblemen, and continued to
have an Armenian population until 1915.

According to Arab geographer and
chronicler Ibn Hawqal (died c. 978), who
was a contemporary of Rabban Joseph,
Ziuzan was a part of Outer Armenia, along
with Ahlat, Pergri (Muradiye), Ercis and
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Vastan. The master of Zuzan was thus al-
Dayrani, probably Derenik, the Armenian
king of Vaspurakan. He does not mention
any trace of a Kurdish presence in that
region, where Christians made up a great
part of the local population.3? Writing
around the same time, al-Maqdist (945-
991) instead regarded Zuzan as a nahiyah
(sub-district) of JaziratIbn ‘Umar (modern-
day Cizre).32 Another Islamic geographer,
Yaqut al-Hamawi (1179-1229), writes in
the Mujam al-Buldan (Dictionary of
Countries) that Ziizan is a region located
in the centre of the Armenian mountains
between Ahlat, Azerbaijan, Diyarbakir and
Mosul. According to him, its inhabitants
were Armenians, but there were also some
groups of Kurds there.33 In the same
period, Arab historian Ibn al-Athir (1160-
1233) wrote that Zizan was a vast region
located on the eastern border of the Tigris
River in the region of Jazirat lbn ‘Umar,
starting at a distance two days from
Mosul, extending to the boundaries of
Ahlat and, on the Azerbaijan side,
extending to the district of Salamas.
According to him, there were several
fortresses there held by the Bashnawiyah
and Bukhtiyah Kurds.3* This would,
therefore, extend the boundaries of Ztizan
much further than the Armenian
principality of Andzevatsik, stretching
from the banks of the Tigris in the west to
the Salamas Plain in the east, in the
mountains between Lake Van and Mosul
— corresponding roughly to the early-
modern Kurdish emirates of Hakkari and
Bohtan.

Here, the Vita of Rabban Joseph Busnaya
adds a number of important details
regarding the geography and demography
of Syriac Zawzan, which are not provided
by Armenian or Arabic Islamic sources.
For instance, a major character in the
narrative is Rabban Moses who, until his
death in 947, served as the abbot of Beth-
sayyaré Monastery, and contributed to its
rehabilitation along with his master
Rabban Bar-Yalda. Originally, he had been
a monk at the Rabban Bokhtyazd (also
vocalised “Bukhtizad”) Monastery in
Zawzan, but he was recruited by Rabban
Bar-Yalda when the latter took refuge
there for a brief period. Furthermore,
according to the text of Rabban Joseph's
Vita, Rabban Moses was from the village
of Golmard (vocalised in later copies as
Gulmard), also in Zawzan.3% Indeed, this
is an earlier witness to the toponym
Julmar - metathesized to Gurmal and
Jurmal, which is what Hakkari Assyrians,
in their vernacular dialects, called the
town of Julamerk (the present-day
provincial centre of Hakkari).3¢ On the
other hand, a Church of the East
calendrical text describes him as being
Talnayj, i.e., from the Tal valley.3” As for
the location of the Rabban Bokhtyazd
Monastery, scholars such as Fr. Fiey and
Wilmshurst have tended to search for it
somewhere near the village of Kurkhe
(Kurdish: Kulkan) in the Lower Tyaré
district, 500 metres to the northwest of
Lizan (Kopriilii).38 This is plausible,
however, there are no local traditions
related to such a saint and no church or
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passes the (Great) Zab River''® This
would thus indicate that the Dasan area
extended across the Zab to the Assyrian
tribal regions of Thuma, Baz and Jilg,
which are described in medieval texts,
such as that of St. Zay‘a, as being located
in “Upper Dasan."’’ Adjacent to Dasan
was the area known as Béth-Turé (i.e.,
between the mountains). Fr. Fiey identifies
this as the Gahra Mountains and the
valleys of Nahla and Talana, which were
transferred from the diocese of Marga to
that of Dasan in the eighth century.18

According to the text of Rabban Joseph's
Vita, as mentioned previously, at least
four of the monks at the Beth-Sayyare
Monastery during that time were Dasnaye.
Furthermore, in the Vita we find the
mention of a village named “Halmun,
which is in the rustaqga (district) of Ays”
(other recensions of the text have it as
Harmon d-lyas).’® If Ays / lyas can be
positively identified as the modern
Assyrian village of Hayyis in Berwari-
Bal3a, 26 km to the southeast of Halmun,
as per Fr. Chulagh, then this would locate
it within the region of Dasan, indicating
that it could have stretched as far west as
the Khabir River.20 On the other hand,
according to biographical notes regarding
the seventh century bishop and theologian
Mar Sahdona (Martyrius) of Halmiin, the
village, at that time, was dependent on
the diocese of Béeth-Nuhadra, indicating
its northernmost extent.2? Finally, it would
seem that, at this time, the inhabitants of
Dasan consisted not only of Christian
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Assyrians, but also Muslim Kurds. As
such, we find the narrative of Kamil (or
Kemil) - “a Kartwaya man, from those
that are called Dasnaye,’ who was a
murderer and thief that had killed many
people mercilessly.22 However, the
reason he is identified as a Dasnaya is
probably because he was a Kurd from
Dasan that was living outside of the area,
in a district called ‘Ayn-Bibil, which we
will discuss further below. After Rabban
Joseph's death in 979, we learn that
Dasan was destroyed by the evil Kartwayé
(Kurds) who lived there, those called
Hakkarayé (Hakkarians), who killed 5,000
of its inhabitants (presumably all
Christian Assyrians) and scattered the
survivors. As mentioned above, the
author of the Vita adds that this, as well
as the rebuilding of Dasan, had already
been predicted by Rabban Joseph prior
to his death.

Locating ‘Ayn-Bibil (155 o)

One rustaga (iowhare, i.e., district)
mentioned in the Vita of Rabban Joseph
Busnaya which is quite elusive is that of
‘Ayn-Bibil, also written as ‘Ayn-Bavil in the
latest manuscript copy of the text. It
would have to be close enough to Béth-
Sayyaré Monastery for people to be able
to travel there on foot with their sick, but
also geographically separate enough to
constitute being considered its own
district. Furthermore, the text mentions
the names of two villages in this district
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from which people came to the monastery
seeking healing. One of these is Kpar-
Samkha and the other is Kpar-Qure, which
was the home of the previously mentioned
Dasnaya Kurd Kamil, who attempted to
murder the unsuspecting monk Rabban
Koma, just because he was from the
same village as some people who had
murdered his own brother.22 Without
providing any explanation, Fr. Chilagh
explains that ‘Ayn-Bibil is ‘Ayn-Bilbil, to
the northeast of ‘Amadiyah and he
subsequently guessed that Kpar-Qure
might be the modern Assyrian village of
Qaro (in the Nerwa district).2* However,
nowhere on any map is there any mention
of a place named ‘Ayn-Bilbil or Kani-Bilbil
(Kant being the Kurdish equivalent of
Syriac ‘Ayna, which means a spring or
water source). Furthermore, | would tend
to believe that, since Kamil is identified
as a Dasnaya, this district would have
been located outside of Dasan and may
have been dependent, rather, on the
diocese of Beth-Nuhadra.

Instead, | would rather posit that ‘Ayn-
Bibil/Bavil is the modern Assyrian village
of Kani-Balav, about 9 km northwest of
Beth-Sayyare. Not only do the names
appear somewhat similar, but they also
have similar etymologies. Whereas the
second part of the Syriac name ‘Ayn-Bibil
might originate from Bdvla (saorY),
meaning an ibex, mountain goat, wild bull
or buffalo, it most probably comes instead
from Bavla (:=~Y), meaning din, tumult,
uproar, noise, disturbance or agitation,

but also disorder, absence of order, stir,
up-stir, unrest, chaos, upheaval, jumble,
storm or disorganisation. On the other
hand, whereas the second part of the
Kurdish name Kani-Balav might originate
from Balav, meaning waterside laundry,
bathing or washing, it most probably
comes instead from Belav, meaning
scattered, dispersed, dissipated,
disseminated, widespread, spread out,
out of order, stirred up, distributed or
generous, butalsounrest, disorganisation,
great storm, jumble, upheaval or chaos.
Hence, the place name, whether in Syriac
or in Kurdish, may refer to a wild natural
spring that provides so much water that it
is disorderly, stirred up, chaotic, stormy,
restless or tumultuous.

Moreover, evidence from a late eighteenth
century manuscript colophon
demonstrates that Kani-Balav was
considered as belonging to a separate
district altogether to both Sapna and
Berwari-Bala. This district, named
Shukho, was based around a fortress of
the same name, located less than 2 km
southwest of Kani-Balav.25 Additionally,
the toponym Kpar-Qure, or rather Qure,
may be seen to have survived in the name
of one of at least three modern-day
villages to the northwest of Kani-Balav -
Kurka, 5.5 km away; Cham-Kurk, 20 km
away; and Kurk, 27.5 km away. Most
probably, however, the place mentioned in
the text of the Vita is that closest out of
the three. Furthermore, it is likely that the
Kpar- preformative in the names of
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morphed into Galliya d-Né(h)ra d-Aywé
(i.e., cloud river pass), which sounds
similar to the original, but has a very
different meaning.®

Beth-Murdni (,21ias hus)

As mentioned above, the text of the Vita
largely deals with the Beéth-Sayyare
Monastery, which is located in the valley
of the Sapna River, south of Dasan, north
of Beth-Nuhadra and west of Marga. The
nearest major village to the monastery
was Beth-Murdni which, at the time, was
inhabited by Christian Assyrians. It is now
the Kurdish Muslim village of Bamarne.
This village is first mentioned in the Vita
of St. Za'ya (309-431) as Murdni. In this
particular text, the saint and his disciple
visit the village soon after the year 400
and find it to be the residence of Bishop
Mar Shamli who had been his teacher
back in Palestine.® If such an account is
to be believed, then Beth-Murdni would
have been a Christian village for at least
five centuries prior to Rabban Joseph
Busnaya's arrival at Béth-Sayyare and, as
mentioned above, at least two of the
monks there during that time were
Murdnaye. In the text of the latter's Vita,
therefore, we find that the faithful of Beth-
Murdni would bring their sick to him to be
cured, including a local master-builder
named Glola (s \awy, i.e., “round”), who
had become paralysed.’ This episode is
followed by that of a “famous and great
man” in Béth-Murdni named Abbulqa (or
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Abi Laqa?) who was from the Harzdaye,
and whose wife brought their fever
stricken son to the saint to be healed.?
According to Fr. Chulagh, the Harzdaye
were Kurds from the nearby village of Ariz
(or Hariz). If this is correct, then this
would imply that Kurds had already
moved to Bamarné and were living with
the local Christian Assyrians as early as
the mid-tenth century. Moreover, if
Abbulga was Kurdish and a Muslim, then
the fact that his wife brought their son to
the monastery to be healed can imply one
of two things; either she was originally a
Christian Assyrian herself, or she
practised a form of religious syncretism,
whereby Muslims would bring their sick
to be healed by Christian holy men,
indicating a high degree of co-existence.

Mosul and its Christians

The way in which the city of Mosul and its
inhabitants are portrayed in Rabban
Joseph Busnaya's Vita is quite interesting.
In at least three instances in the text, we
find people from Mosul travelling about
85 km north to Beth-Sayyare Monastery
to be cured of their various illnesses by
the saintly Rabban Joseph. In all of these
cases, the sick person is a Christian
adhering to the Church of the East. In
order, their names are the priest Marqos
of St. Pithyon church on the Tigris, the
deacon ‘Isa who served the sons of Elijah
(probably meaning the monks of St. Elijah
of Hirtha Monastery), and two famous
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scribes named Abu Zakri and ‘Abd al-
Masth, the sons of Ka'b.? What is striking
here is the amount of Arabic personal
names, in fact four out of five people,
indicating that the Christian population of
Mosul had already been highly Arabised,
either because of direct rule in a confined
urban space by a powerful Arab majority,
or through admixture with Arab Christians
who had immigrated to the city after it
was founded in 641. Additionally, we
learn that Rabban John Bar-Khaldiin, who
was originally from Mosul, was
commissioned by his master to reply to
his letters in Syriac; however, he found
this extremely difficult, since he was
more proficient in Arabic.’® Moreover,
considering that Rabban Joseph Busnaya
spent the final 40 years of his life at Béth-
sayyare, between 939 and 979, we can
thus observe that the Christians of Mosul
had already been thoroughly Arabised
within three centuries of the city's
founding. Later on, in the seventh chapter
of the Vita, in a section relating to the life
and miracles of RabbanIsho' of Minyanish,
we notice his prophecy regarding the
ruler of Mosul, who he names Abii Tha'lab.
The monk rebukes him for having dared
to tax ascetics, and predicts a quick,
merciless punishment for him.!! Indeed,
this ruler is the same as the
abovementioned Hamdanid Abu Taghlib
(r. 967-979) and, for some unknown
reason, he called here by the same name
later used by Ibn Khaldiin (1332-1406) in
his historical writings concerning this
period. From this, however, we can

significantly observe that the Hamdanids’
Mosul-based rule extended north at least
to the Sapna valley, where the Beéth-
sayyare Monastery was located.

Defining Dasan (3)

Another  district which  features
prominently in the text of Rabban Joseph
Busnaya's Vita is that of Dasan, which
comprised a suffragan diocese of the
ecclesiastical province of Adiabene and
Assyria between the years 410 and 1282.
According to Fr. Fiey, this area lay to the
north of Marga and encompassed the
Berwari-Bala district to the southwest of
Ashitha, comprising all of the country
enclosed by the loop of the Great Zab
River.2 Fr. Chilagh, on the other hand,
only notes that it lies to the northeast of
‘Amadiyah.3 In the Vita, however, we read
of the monk Avin, who used to travel
from Beth-Sayyare to Dasan quite
frequently and easily, implying that the
sapna valley was actually not a part of
that region; it may instead have been
dependent on Béth-Nahadra.’® The
different recensions of the text, though,
differ on one particular detail. The oldest
manuscript, kept at the Vatican, quotes
the monk as saying, “On the way, | go
forward to the banks of the river Zab, that
great one."’®> On the other hand, the
newest copy of the text at the Chaldean
Catholic Patriarchate in Baghdad only
reads, “On the way, | go forward to the
banks of the great river,’ and Fr. Chilagh’s
Arabic translation just reads, “My way
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Preamble

Perhaps we are not exaggerating if we say that the difficulties facing Banipal magazine
during its new journey after its re-issuance have turned into a stimulus which fuels a
spirit of effort and challenge among its supervisors and employees, as well as its writers.
Rather, these obstacles have transformed into a motivation that encourages them to
strive even harder for your magazine to continue its journey, paving the way before it and
trying, as much as possible, to overcome all obstacles and obstructions, so that Banipal
would return to publication. Moreover, if its issues had been obscured for a brief period,
its sun will no longer set.

This new issue bears the sequence number 48 and is full of topics, research and studies
that correspond to almost all fields. It thus contains literature and arts, heritage and
history, and special dossiers, in addition to news that puts readers in the know regarding
the work of the General Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts, informing them of its most
prominent activities and events.

The four different language sections of the magazine are thus full of various topics.
In the Syriac section, the topics vary between articles and poems, in addition to a
conversational interview with the young writer Yousip Audesho, and other items.

Among what you will read in the Arabic section is a study on the efforts exerted by
Prof. Dr. Amer Abdullah Al-Jumaili in order to write a Syriac geographical dictionary of
countries, and another on melodies in the Syriac rite by Fr. Duraid Barbar, as well as a
literary study on the concept of the body in the verses of poet Zuhair Borda by Boutros
Nabati, as well as other things.

The Kurdish section presents a special dossier on women on the occasion of their
International Day, as well as other articles on some of our people’s pioneers, as Tariq
Karizi writes about Raphael Batti, while Khalil Abdullah writes about Francis Daoud.
Similarly, the English section is full of research and important topics, as Dr. Nicholas Al-
Jeloo continues to shed light on Rabban Joseph Busnaya, and so on.

Finally, we promise you that your Banipal magazine will continue its creative journey with

your help and support, and the backing of all the creators and writers who provide it with
everything new, useful and distinguished.
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Geography, Demographics, and the Value of
Medieval Syriac Historical Texts: A Case Study
of the Vita of Rabban Joseph Busnaya (ll)

Nicholas Al-Jeloo

The Geographical Area Covered
by the Text

The area covered by the Vita of Rabban
Joseph Busnaya is quite specific. While
some references are made to places
further afield, most of the characters in
the narrative hail from, and most of the
events transpire in, the same overall
region. In general, this is bounded on the
west by the Khabir River (Havora in the
text),! in the north by the mountains of
Zawzan, to the east by the Greater Zab
River (Zava in the text), and to the south
by the Tigris River and the two cities of
Mosul and Balad. The later, however,
seems to have been significant to the
monastery, as we observe that, on two
occasions, monks were specifically sent
there on business.? The districts more

frequently mentioned in the text,
therefore, are Beth-Nuhadra, Marga,
Dasan and Zawzan. Sometimes
geographical names are just named in
passing while, at others, some very
interesting details are given. Marga, for
instance, is only mentioned as the region
of origin for certain monks, as well as the
location of a mountain where a particular
solitary named Rabban Benjamin lived.3
On the other hand, a valley to the east of
Rabban Hormizd Monastery, leading to
its vineyards, is named specifically in the
text as Nerwa d-Daywe (i.e., the ravine of
demons).* According to Fr. Chulagh, this
name has survived among the local
people of Algosh, whereby the name has

140



¥ .
=

i

S

Banipal Magazine
Number 48

Spring 2023
Quarterly cultural magazine

Concessioner
Minister of Culture and Youth

Editor-in-Chief
Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna

Editing Secretary
Georgina Behnam Hababa

Advisory Body
Peter Nabati
Dr. Samir Khourani
Nineb Lamassu
Dr. Salam Nemat
Dr. Parween Badri Tawfik
Dr. Alda Benjamin

Address

The Republic of Iraq

Issued by

Lodiam inda dhanon 1 Fusal s
Ot (S A3 9 (S ol 3y S (St y Ao 53y
Al i (5l g ABLEALY Aalal) Ay gl
General Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts

Kurdistan Region - Erbil -
Ankawa

Contact:s
+964 750 752 4708
Email:

banipal@ mardutha.com

anim

mardutha.com

Contents

Editor-in-chief's word

Research

Geography, Demographics, and the Value of Medieval
Syriac Historical Texts: A Case Study of the Vita of
Rabban Joseph Busnaya (II)

Dr. Nicholas Al-Jeloo

A Warrioress for Assyria
Juliana Taimoorazy

Just for Fun...

Assyrian history for the non-historian: Enter this world
stretching into millennia through novels as you drop off
to sleep

Dr. Eden Naby

News

Ankawa Celebrates Syriac on International Mother
Language Day

Undersecretary of the Iragi Minister of Culture in the
Hospitality of the Syriac Cultural Directorate

Iragi Theater Festival Honors Syriac Culture

Syriac Cultural Directorate Hosted by the Chaldean
Catholic Patriarchate

In Lebanon... Honoring the Director General of Syriac
Culture and Arts

New Publications of the General Directorate of Syriac
Culture and Arts

139

138

128

125

120

n7

115

N4

13

12

The opinions expressed in this publication are those of
the authors. They do not purport to reflect the opinions or

views of the magazine.



NO. 48 | SPRING 2023

ISSUED BY GENERAL DIRECTORATE OF SYRIAC CULTURE AND ARTS

MOTHER OF ASSYRIAN FOLK DANK

LILY

TAIMOORAZY

g .




