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The US Consul in Erbil visits the Syriac

Heritage Museum in Ankawa

-
.' i
-

The US Consul General in Erbil, Irvin Hicks,
visited the Syriac Heritage Museum in
Ankawa on Thursday, 13 July 2023. He
was received by Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna,
Director General of Syriac Culture and Arts
in the Iragi Kurdistan Region, and Bernard
Youssef, Director of Syriac Heritage and
the Museum.

The guest toured the corridors of the
museum and looked at its contents. He
expressed his admiration for the exhibits,
especially the historical mural completed
as part of the project to preserve the
cultural heritage of minorities in Iraq, with
the support of the United States Agency
for International Development (USAID)

and the Antiquities Coalition.

The Consul General expressed his interest
and appreciation for the role played by the
Syriac Heritage Museum in Ankawa by
writing a brief word in the visit log.

Last May, in the presence of the US Deputy
Consul General in Erbil Zehra Bell, the
Syriac Heritage Museum launched, within
the framework of the same project, its
documentary website in four languages
(Syriac, Kurdish, Arabic and English). This
provides an opportunity for those
interested to obtain the most abundant
and accurate information about the
museum, its assets and everything related
to the Syriac heritage

130



Jlily News

Oghannaalsoindicatedthatthedeceased'’s
productivity was not limited to music but,
rather, he was a poet who carried his
people’s concerns and expressed them in
his poetry, especially the poem of Simmele.
He added, “Today, as we bid farewell to the
deacon Jean Thomas, we remember all
the departed of our people, whose output
was not limited to a specific component
but, rather, contributed to the development
of the Kurdistani cultural and artistic
movement in general.”
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It is worth noting that the deceased was
one of the most prominent pioneering
artists in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region. He
contributed to the founding of the Bawaiji
Koya Ensemble and the Erbil Art Ensemble.
His archive includes many lyrical tunes
and Church hymns, in addition to his
presidency of the Artists Syndicate and
his educational work in the field of

pedagogy.
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The Syriac Cultural Directorate participates

in the funeral of the great artist, Jean

Thomas, to his final resting place

Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, Director General of
Syriac Culture and Arts in the Iraqi

Kurdistan Regional Government,
participated in the funeral and burial
ceremonies of the artist and poet Jean
Thomas, on Thursday morning, 6 July
2023, at the church of St. John the Baptist
in Ankawa district centre. This was in the
presence of Rebwar Yalda, member of the
political bureau of the Kurdistan
Democratic Party, Farhang Ghafoor,
Director General of Culture and Arts in
Erbil, Rami Nuri Siyawish, District

Commissioner of Ankawa, and a gathering
of the deceased's fans and friends.

In the eulogy he delivered on the occasion,
Oghanna praised the prominent role
played by the deceased in the service of
art in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region. Whether
through his composition of Kurdish songs,
his participation in a number of Kurdish
artistic groups, or his Church service,
Oghanna stressed that the deceased was
a symbol of brotherly coexistence in the
region.
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The Director General Participates in a
Dialogue Session on the Oral Heritage of
Components in Iraqi Kurdistan

On Saturday, 24 June 2023, the Kurdistan
Regional Government's Director General of
Syriac Culture and Arts participated in the
dialogue session organized by the
University of Kurdistan Hewler in Erbil, in
cooperation with the British University of
Cambridge, which dealt with the issue of
the oral heritage of the components in the
region.

Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna stressed the need
to pay attention to oral heritage and
folktales, as they represent peoples’
identity. He also pointed out that these are
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the first lessons that children learn during
their upbringing.

Oghanna added that the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts
always seeks, through the series of articles
that it publishes in its magazine Banipal,
to pay attention to oral heritage and
folktales.

This dialogue session was attended by a
group of researchers, academics and
activists in the field of Syriac studies.



The Syriac Cultural Directorate
Distributes Gifts to Christian Education
Students in Shaglawa

On Friday, June 16, 2023, the Children's
Cultural Department of the Kurdistan
Regional Government's General Directorate
of Syriac Culture and Arts distributed gifts
to children and students of Christian
education in Shaglawa district center, Erbil
Governorate.

The distribution ceremony was attended
by the pastor of Shaglawa Parish, Fr. Anis
Yaqoub Sula, in addition to the Director
General of Syriac Culture and Arts, Kaldo

Ramzi Oghanna, Director of Syriac
Heritage and Museum, Bernard Youssef,
and a number of the Directorate’s
employees.

During its visit to the city of Shaqglawa, the
delegation visited the library and museum
of Deacon Mikhael Mansour, and was
briefed on its holdings. The delegation
additionally expressed the Directorate’s
readiness to cooperate in preserving its
contents.
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shocking, as we are facing a series of
tragedies that began from Sayfo in 1915,
to Simmel in 1933, and to ISIS in 2014.

Oghanna stressed that the prospect of a
Middle East without diversity, with religious
or national uniformity, is a frightening
feeling. He thus indicated that the
contribution of our people to the
renaissance of Iraq is not insignificant,
adding, “We are minorities and we are
proudthat we are not partof the destruction
or corruption in Iraq.”

Oghanna diagnosed a fundamental
problem that lies in the fact that the Iraqi
constitution stipulates that Islam is the
religion of the state and a basic source of
legislation. This paragraph, therefore,
dropped our identity and equality as
citizens, and caused the emigration of
hundreds of thousands away from the
country. He thus pointed out that the
number of our people before 2003 was
nearly one and a half million and, today,
churches are almost empty.

Oghanna praised the situation of our
people in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region, which
he described as “good” and as a model of
peaceful coexistence. He further noted
the number of our people in Ankawa, which
was a sub-district and now has become a
district of approximately 75,000 thousand
people, stressing that we must preserve
our situation, and work together to develop
what gains we have achieved in the region.
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The Director General of Syriac Culture and
Arts continued that the Syriac language is
a national language in Iraq and the region,
and is considered an official language in
areas where speakers constitute a dense
population. This is a gain for us he noted,
adding that we have 50 schools that teach
the mother tongue. But this is not our
ambition he added, indicating that we want
more rights. We also have to say that we
have the space and room to work in the
Iraqi Kurdistan Region through real
institutions that work on the ground,
especially the General Directorate that
serves the Syriac culture in the region, as
well as other areas in which our people are
present.

Oghanna touched on a number of points to
face the challenges confronting our
people, especially supporting their
remnant in Iraq by paying attention to the
cultural aspect and heritage, as well as
spreading awareness among the current
generation to cling to and stay in their land
and create job opportunities. Moreover, he
stressed the readiness of the General
Directorate to cooperate with all Syriac
cultural and artistic institutions in the
world.

At the end of the dialogue meeting, the
door was opened for discussion and
interventions, which were presented by a
group of activists and those interested in
the Syriac cultural field.



Oghanna from Lebanon: “Our Directorate
serves the Syriac Culture in Iraq and
Neighboring Countries.”

The Kurdistan Regional Government's
Director General of Syriac Culture and Arts
confirmed that the Directorate serves the
Syriac culture and literature in the Region
and lIraq, as well as the neighboring
countries that witness the presence of our
people. He further indicated that this
comes through direct support by the
Kurdistan Regional Government for the
Syriac cultural scene, especially from the
State of the President of the Regional
Government, Mr. Masrour Barzani.

This came during a dialogue meeting
organized by the Syriac League in Beirut,

titled “Challenges to the Survival of Our
People,” on Tuesday, 6 June 2023, in which
it hosted the Director General of Syriac
Culture and Arts, Mr. Kaldo Ramzi
Oghanna.

Oghanna began his speech by praising the
role of the Syriac League, which he
considered a home for all activists in the
field of human rights and the struggle of
our people in the Middle East and in the
diaspora. He then touched on the
massacres that our people were subjected
to in the Middle East more than 100 years
ago, indicating that the statistics are

136



The event included cartoon character
shows presented by members of the
Directorate’s Syriac troupe, and a theatrical
show bearing the title: “Azzawi's Café," in
the performance of which the children of
Child’s House participated, as well as an
exhibition by the Sinbad Book Library.

The event included competitions and
activities for the children participating in
the festival, concluding its activities with
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providing gifts and honorary plaques to
the festival's sponsors.

It is worth noting that “Children’s Day” was
organized by the General Directorate of
Syriac Culture and Arts in cooperation and
coordination with the District
Commissioner of Ankawa, Ankawa
Association for Women and Children, and
the Ankawa Social Academic Center.
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For the Second Year in a Row, the Syriac
Cultural Directorate Celebrates World
Children’s Day

On Thursday evening, 1 June 2023, the
Kurdistan Regional Government’s General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts,
organized the activities of the festive event
“Children's Day’ on the occasion of
International Children's Day, in the gardens
of the Social Academic Center in Ankawa
district center, Erbil Governorate.

The festive event “Children's Day” has
come to be a special day for children as
part of the activities of Ankawa Festival,
organized by the General Directorate of
Syriac Culture and Arts, in cooperation
and through coordination with the District
Commissioner of Ankawa and a number
of civil society organizations.
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audience by poet Salah Sarkis. The
opening ceremony of the fair included a
musical performance by Dilawer Markus,
followed by a discussion session
moderated by Laith Benjamin. This
focused on the issue of: “Scarcity of
Publications and the Decline of Readers:
How can we write down and document
our current era?” by Dr. Haitham Hadi
Numan al-Hiti.

The first day concluded its activities with
another artistic performance by the
Ornina Academy’s band.

It is worth noting that the second annual
Open Book Fair, was held for the period
17 to 18 May, and its activities included
dialogue sessions and artistic and lyrical
performances.

On the evening of Thursday, 18 May 2023,
the activities of the second annual Open
Book Fair, organized by the Syriac Library
of the Kurdistan Regional Government’s
General Directorate of Syriac Culture and
Arts, for the period May 17 to 18, were
concluded in Ankawa district center, Erbil
Governorate.
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The last day of its activities began with
a segment for children presented by the
Sinbad Book Library, followed by an
artistic session by the Ornina Academy.
Then, a signing ceremony took place for
the book Convolutions of Autumn
Dreams by Dr. Samir Khorani. This was
offered and presented to the audience
by Youssef Kabo.

After the book signing ceremony, the
band “Mosulite Roots” performed a
musical segment that entertained the
audience, followed by a dialogue
session moderated by the journalist
Samer Elias Saeed with the participation
of Akkad Murad, Sabah Mikhail Barkho
and Evan Jani. This focused on the “role
of book fairs in creating a state of
influential readers.”

The exhibition concluded its activities
with another musical segment by the
“Mosulite Roots” band.
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Syriac Cultural Directorate Inaugurates
the Second Open Book Fair in Ankawa

On Wednesday, 17 May 2023, the Syriac
Library of the Kurdistan Regional
Government’s General Directorate of
Syriac Culture and Arts launched the
second annual Open Book Fair, near the
Syriac Heritage Museum in Ankawa
district center, Erbil Governorate.

The fair began its activities by opening
its various marquees, then the library’s
director, Fayhaa Shamoun, delivered a
speech in which she emphasized that,
“our book fair has become an annual

tradition and a shrine for many guests,
writers and thinkers,” noting that, “such
fairs are thriving cultural feasts that
contribute to revitalizing the cultural
movement and motivating society to
read.”

The library’s speech was followed by an
artistic segment by the Ornina Academy
band, and then a signing ceremony took
place for the book The Grapes of the
Vine by Fr. Kyriakos Hanna. This was
presented and introduced to the
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The Syriac Cultural Directorate declares
its Solidarity with Cardinal Louis Sako

f

On Monday, 15 May 2023, a delegation

from the Kurdistan Regional
Government’s General Directorate of
Syriac Culture and Arts visited His
Beatitude the Patriarch of the Chaldean
Catholic Church, Mar Louis Raphael
Sako, at his residence in Baghdad.

The Director General of Syriac Culture
and Arts, Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna,
expressed his solidarity with Cardinal
Sako following the recent attack on him,
stressing that the Patriarchate is our
religious authority, which we condemn
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attempts to harm and offend.

The delegation included the Director
General of Syriac Culture and Arts in
the Iraqi Kurdistan Region, Kaldo Ramzi
Oghanna, the Director of the Syriac Arts
Troupe, Laith Benjamin, in addition to
members of the directorate’s troupe.

Cardinal Sako thanked the Vvisiting
delegation and praised their efforts,
wishing everyone success in their work.
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The ensemble’s director, Laith Benjamin,
gave a short speech in which he thanked
the role of the Director General of Syriac
Culture and Arts in its establishment and
overcoming obstacles in order to present
Syriac art in the best way. He further
stressing that their presence in Baghdad
is an announcement of the official return
of Syriac ensembles that have been absent
for thirty years, declaring that their goal is
to be present at all upcoming local and
international forums.

The closing ceremony was attended by
the Minister of Culture, Tourism and
Antiquities in the federal government,

e
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Ahmed Fakak al-Badrani, Cultural Affairs
Advisor to the Prime Minister Aref al-
Saadi, Director General of the Cinema and
Theater Department Ahmed Hassan
Musa, Director General of Syriac Culture
and Arts in the Iragi Kurdistan Region,
Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, in addition to a
number of general in the ministry and a
group of the brightest stars of Iraqgi and
Syrian art. It is worth noting that the Iraqi
Cinema Days Festival was held for the
period 11 through 14 May, and is the first
official participation of the Syriac Arts
Troupe in the capital Baghdad.
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The Syriac Arts Ensemble Salutes the
Closing Ceremony of the Iraqi Film
Festival in Baghdad

On Sunday, 14 May 2023, the Syriac Arts
Ensemble of the General Directorate of
Syriac Culture and Arts in the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region enlivened the closing
ceremony of the second annual Iraqi
Cinema Days Festival, which was held at
al-Rashid Theater in the Iraqi capital
Baghdad.
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The group’s participation came in the form
of dance shows that delighted the
audience and informed them about the
culture of an authentic component of the
Iragi people, especially since this was its
first time participating in the activities of
this festival.
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Oghanna also touched on the importance
of the project in the participation of the
younger generation in preserving the
heritage of their ancestors and
empowering those who work in folklore
and handicrafts. This, in turn, will achieve
positive results for our society at home
and abroad.

Oghanna affirmed his aspirations for the
continuation of the project in developing
the reality of the Syriac Museum, which
he described as “a mirror” that shows
the depth and history of our people. This
distinguishes us from the rest of the
Iragi components, which together
constitute the cultural heritage of this
country.

As for the Chaldean Catholic Archbishop
of Mosul, he stressed the importance of
the government’s attention to heritage
and the need to invest in this cultural
aspect, while the US Deputy Consul
General in Erbil, Zehra Bell, expressed
her hope to repeat such projects in
various regions of Iraq.

At the end of the program, the technical
director of the project, Nawar Naoumi,
provided an explanatory description
regarding the sections of the site, the
subdivisions it includes, and the services
it provides.

This project works to build digitization
capabilities and make optimal use of
them to document the cultural and
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artistic heritage of our people, putting it
within the reach of researchers and
scholars, through electronic media
platforms that keep pace with the
requirements of the times and mimicking
its technologies.

It is hoped that the project will help
develop, digitize and archive the
museum’s assets using modern technical
methods using contemporary digital
means that will enable the museum to
expand in the virtual space and make it a
specialized and unique cultural center.

Itis worth noting that the US Ambassador
to Iraq at the time, Matthew Toller, and
the US Consul General in Erbil, Rob
Waller, announced the launch of the
project “Preserving the Cultural Heritage
of Minorities in Iraq,” in cooperation with
USAID International and the Antiquities
Coalition, through a press conference
held at the Syriac Heritage Museum, in
June 2021.
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In Several Languages: Launching the
Syriac Heritage Museum's Website

T TR
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s

On Monday, 8 May 2023, the Syriac
Heritage Museum launched its website
on the Internet in four languages (Arabic,
Kurdish, Syriac and English), in the
presence of the pastor of the Chaldean
Catholic  Archdiocese of Mosul,
Archbishop Mar Najeeb Mikhael, the US
Deputy Consul General in Erbil Zehra
Bell, and representatives of civil and
governmental organizations, as well as
cultural and social associations in the
region.

The program witnessed speeches by
thosein charge of the project “Preserving

145

= USAID &

ening the

the Cultural Heritage of Minorities in
Iraq,” as a culmination of the activities of
which the website was launched. In his
speech, the director of the museum,
Bernard  Youssef, indicated the
importance of the project in increasing
the attraction of visitors to the museum’s
corridors and viewing its holdings. .

The Director General of Syriac Culture
and Arts, Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, thanked
USAID for sponsoring the project, which
enabled the General Directorate to
archive the Syriac heritage and make it
accessible to researchers.
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Opening of the Ankawa Harp of Peace
Monument in Ankawa

OnTuesday, 11 April 2023, the monument
“Ankawa Harp of Peace” was inaugurated
on Shlama Street in Ankawa district
center, Erbil.

The opening ceremony was attended by
the honorable Metropolitans, Governor
of Erbil Omid Khoshnaw, a number of
administrative figures in the district, and
a gathering of Ankawa residents. There,
the District Commissioner of Ankawa,
Rami Nuri Awdish, delivered a speech in
which he thanked the businessmen who
supported the establishment of this
monument.

The monument was built to symbolize

the revival of the letters of the Syriac
alphabet, which intertwine with each
other to form the structure of the harp,

from which the idea of renewal and
originality in the land of the ancestors
was inspired. This, together with water,
is a symbol of life.

It is worth noting that the “Ankawa Harp
of Peace” monument was completed
under the direct supervision of the
General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts and the financing of a number
of businessmen in Ankawa, while the
design was implemented by the young
engineer Larry Shawky
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Russia, the Barmaya Ensemble from
Beth-Zalin (Syria), the Atur Ensemble
from Armenia, in addition to the “Syriac
Arts” Ensemble of the General Directorate
of Syriac Culture and Arts.

The closing ceremony of the festival
included lyrical packages in which a
number of our people’s artists
participated: Ninos Edwar, Fou'ad
Zamara, Tony Gabriel, Ashur Daoud and
Madlen Ishoeva. In addition, the segment
of Zorna and Dahola witnessed the active
participation of the audience present in
the performance of traditional dances.

The ceremony also witnessed an artistic
carnival inspired by the heritage of
Mesopotamian civilization, presented by
the Iragi Fashion House of the Iraqi
Ministry of Culture, Tourism and
Antiquities. This added a folkloric
character to the festival, mixed with
modernity and simulating the depth of
the Mesopotamian civilizations of
Babylon, Assyria and Nineveh.

The Director General of the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts,
Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, delivered his
speech in which he affirmed that, “this
festival has become an annual tradition
that is held in Ankawa, which will always
remain a destination for all our people in
the homeland and abroad,” stressing
that the Directorate is fully prepared to
cooperate  with all government
departments, civil society organizations
and esteemed Churches to provide the
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best for our people.

Oghanna praised everyone who
supported and extended a helping hand
for the success of this festival, and gave
his sincere thanks to the Presidency and
the Kurdistan Regional Government for
their role in supporting such events. He
also valued the role of the Chaldean
Catholic Diocese of Erbil, the Assyrian
Church of the East and all governmental,
service and community agencies that
contributed to the success of this work.
At the end of the ceremony, honorary
plaques were distributed to the parties
that supported, sustained and sponsored
the establishment of this annual festival
in Ankawa.

It is worth noting that the Kurdistan
Regional Government’s General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts
organized the Syriac Heritage Festival
for the period from 11 to 13 April 2023
with various undertakings, in addition to
the activity of the heritage bazaar, which
was open throughout the days of the
festival.
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Museum, in which he congratulated our
people on the Easter and Akitu holidays,
pointing out that Akitu celebrations were
not limited to Babylon and Nineveh, but
were celebrated in all regions. He
concluded his speech with thanks and
gratitude to everyone who offered a hand
in aid and assistance for the success of
this festival, headed by the Chaldean
Catholic Diocese of Erbil and Patriarchate
of the Assyrian Church of the East, in
addition to the support of the Presidency
and the Kurdistan Regional Government
and the Ministry of Culture and Youth.

That was followed by the speech of the
regional government delivered by Anu
Jawhar, Minister of Transport and
Communications, stressing that it is
another day of rejoicing and celebration
in the district of Ankawa, the capital of
the Christians in  Mesopotamia,
congratulating, on behalf of the Kurdistan
Regional Government, the efforts of the
General Directorate for this wonderful
work to celebrate our Syriac heritage
and the New Year. Moreover, he pointed
out that the crowds present on that day
confirmed that Kurdistan is not in words,
songs, or traditional clothes, but rather,
it is the home of brotherly coexistence
and acceptance of the other.

The festival's heritage bazaar was
opened by the guests who toured its
corridors to see what kind of traditional
artifacts and creative handmade
products it contained.
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After that, the participating troupes
coming from different countries took the
stage: the Barmaya group from Beth-
Zalin (Qamishli), Syria; the Ishtar group
from Russia; and, the Atur group from
Armenia - in addition to the “Syriac Arts”
troupe affiliated to the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts -
to present folkloric shows, and then the
segments continued. The festival
featured a group of our people’s singers:
Merna Esho, Rovan Shaglawi and Zana
Majeed, so the celebration continued in
an atmosphere of joy and happiness.

On the evening of Thursday, 13 April
2023, the activities of the third annual
Syriac Heritage Festival, organized by
the General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts, in the Darga neighborhood of
Ankawa, Erbil, for the period 11 through
13 April, were concluded.

The last day began with a lyrical operetta
titled Bahra ‘al Yartuthan (A Light on our
Heritage), followed by folkloric dance
performances by groups coming from
different countries to participate in the
festival: the Ishtar Ensemble from
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The Syriac Cultural Directorate
Inaugurates the Third Annual Syriac
Heritage Festival

On Tuesday, 11 April 2023, the activities
of the Syriac Heritage Festival, organized
by the General Directorate of Syriac
Culture and Arts, kicked off for the third
time in the Darga neighborhood of
Ankawa, Erbil.

This was in the presence of His Holiness
Mar Awa lll, Patriarch of the Assyrian
Church of the East, a number of ministers
of the Kurdistan Regional Government,
representatives of our people in the
regional and the central governments,
local officials, a number of consuls,
diplomatic missions, representatives of
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civil society organizations and a large
audience. Through an official celebration,
the festival began with the participation
of all those presentin cutting the opening
ribbon announcing the launch of it,
followed by a special operetta in which
the Syriac Barmaya troupe from Syria
and the “Syriac Arts” troupe of the
General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts participated.

This was followed by the speech of the
General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts, delivered by Bernard Youssef,
Director of the Syriac Heritage and the
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because they believed in a divine call.
Irag was not a mission. It was not a colony
to administer. It was not a humanitarian
aid project. For the Jesuits, Iraq was their
new home. A plea for assistance brought
them to the land but the people kept them
there. In Baghdad, the Jesuits found
Christians and Muslims willing to put
aside differences and study under the
same roof. Students were committed to
the internalization of moral values that
transcend cultural norms and religious
affiliation. Ultimately, their work was to
plant seeds of truth for an abundant
harvest of dynamic moral character and
with a prayer and a college they did just
that.

AR R L=

|BAGHDAD, CoLLEGE

THE AMERICAN JESUITS

Sources and References:

MJoseph F. MacDonnell, Jesuits by the
Tigris: Men for Others in Baghdad, Boston:
Jesuit Mission Press, 1994, 23.

@ bid., 13.

@ Ibid., 15, 23, and 26.

@ Ibid., 9.

® Ibid., 12.
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© Paul VI, Nostra aetate, encyclical letter,
Vatican website, 28 October 1965, https://
www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_
vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_
decl_19651028_nostra-aetate_en.html,
sec. 3.

) MacDonnell, 14.

@ Ibid., 32.

® Ibid., 142 and 114.

(19 pid., 62-63.

(" Ibid., 136.
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two other features that | feel were instilled
into us..” ® From sporting events to the
first television program on science in
Baghdad, the Jesuits kept their charges
committed to personal and academic
growth.®  Exemplifying the virtues
themselves, the fathers showed time and
again the true meaning of their mission
was education not to be muddled by
political interests. During the Rashid Ali
coup of 1941, the Jesuits had an
opportunity to prove their commitment to
these values. As foreign nations

encouraged their citizens to leave Iraq,
the Jesuits stayed and even turned to
chaplain ministry with the temporary
suspension of studies "9, They were men
of care for all regardless of religion or
political affiliation, which won them the
trust of the people in Baghdad.

The Jesuit commitment to the
education of the person was never more
evident than in the lives of its graduates
and their families. The particularly stirring
story of Yusef Shemdin is of note.
Shemdin, a Muslim Kurd, many of whose
children enrolled in Baghdad College,
protected the Jesuits and their students
on numerous occasions from malicious
insurgents. Recognizing his caring

151

Research

ladsn

impact, Pope Leo Xlll extended an award
to Shemdin out of thanksgiving. (? He
remains but one of hundreds of examples
showing the longstanding significance of
the Jesuits in Baghdad. Attesting to the
success of the mission, Baghdad College
graduate Waiel Hindo, noted that
students, “learned a set of values and a
way to implement them in their daily
lives." Truly, Baghdad College counts
doctors, engineers, politicians, and many
other successful individuals among its
alumni but their success lay in personal
character not primarily academic
strength. Discipline, obedience, and

respect formed successful students even
more than commitment to intensive
study.

= R
Baghdad College revolutionized
several generations of leading Iragis by
forming men of character equally strong
in their academic pursuits. The story of
Baghdad College’s untimely, unexpected,
and tragic collapse requires a separate
analysis but it does inspire a pressing
question: Why did the Jesuits ever come?
They knew from previous experience and
the history books that Iraqg may not always
remain hospitable to their work. That did
not deter their ardor for education
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Ultimately, the Jesuits came for education
but stayed for the Iragi people. In their
minds, education did not stop with
knowledge but instead, “sought to move
the student from merely pious practices
to an inner appropriation of ethical
values.” @ As is evident from the stories
alumni of Baghdad College share, the
Jesuits applied their mission with zeal
and wholeheartedly pursued the good of
their students above all else.

Founded by St. Ignatius of Loyola in
1540, the Jesuits have consistently
maintained an interest in the Middle East.
Ten years after its founding, St. Ignatius
directed members of his new community
to Egypt in hopes of learning more about
Islam—a recurring concern for Western
Christianity with Islamic authority over
the Holy Land ©®). Hundreds of years later,
Pope Paul VI confirmed the importance
of understanding and respecting Islam in
his encyclical published as the sun set on
Vatican Il. Recognizing a common bond
as Abrahamic faiths and adoration of the
one true God, the pope wrote, “Since in
the course of centuries not a few quarrels
and hostilities have arisen between
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Christians and Moslems, this sacred
synod urges all to forget the past and to
work sincerely for mutual understanding
and to preserve as well as to promote
together for the benefit of all mankind
social justice and moral welfare, as well
as peace and freedom.” © In this spirit,
the Jesuits stepped into Iraq. They did
not arrive to proselytize or even convert.
Rather, “The Jesuit objective in Baghdad
was to help form an active Christian
community through sound Christian
education. At the same time, by educating
a number of Muslim young men, they
would encourage greater tolerance and
understanding of the faith..” ) Beginning
with Ignatius, the Jesuits recognized the
strength of Islam and respected their
common beliefs. As a consequence,
education was not an end in itself but a
tool for strengthening religious toleration,
coexistence, and personal character.

Naturally, one may have a glorious
vision but the dream must coincide with
reality. George Rahim ('37) described the
Baghdad College education as first a
formation in generally accepted virtues.
“Discipline was the paramount rule of the
day and left an everlasting effect on our
lives. Obedience and respect were the
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Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam:
A Brief Introduction to the Mission
and Impact of Baghdad College

By Alex McKenna

In March 1932, the first Jesuits arrived in
Iraq with a simple mission: education®. It
was not their first try at achieving such a
goal. In 1850, a daring Jesuit duo had
tried to enter the country at the behest of
the Vatican. Instead, they were repulsed
by constant plundering of their caravan
as it slowly crawled across Syria @. Eighty
years later, the long-thinking Jesuits had
not forgotten the call to mission in Iraq
and, at the request of Chaldean Catholic
Patriarch Mar Joseph-Emmanuel I
Thomas, they opened Baghdad College—a
secondary school for boys in the region.
Instruction soon began with only four
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fathers and 120 students ©®. As Fr. Joseph
F. McDonnell, S.J. recounts in his
authoritative summary of Jesuit
adventures in Iraq, Jesuits by the Tigris:
Men for Others in Baghdad, the Jesuit
presence remained less than forty years
but left a disproportionate impact.
Without knowing their future success,
what inspired these men to persevere
into the region despite previous setbacks?
A simple response may conclude that
they realized the importance of education
to the fledgling Iraqi nation and such a
response is supported by the historical
record. But, it is far from the only reason.
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@ Murad Fu’ad Chiqqi (ed.), Na‘m Fa’ig:
Dhikra wa-Takhlid, Damascus, 1936
(multilingual). Recently, a Turkish
translation by Mehmet Simsek was
published in Turkey: Murat Fuat Cikki,
Naum Faik ve Siiryani Rénesansi [= Na'um
Fa'iq and the Syriac Renaissance],
istanbul: Kent Isiklar Yayinlari, 2019.

) MARA, as a digital and physical archive
about the Assyrians in modern times,
aimed at the collection and preservation
of materials such as manuscripts, old and
historical  photographs, documents,
periodicals, books, audio and video
recordings related to the modern Assyrian
history. It was founded in 2008 by
academics from various countries
interested in Assyrian studies, and was
affiliated with the Faculty of Asian and
Middle Eastern Studies at the University
of Cambridge, https://www.atour.com/
education/20120529a.html.

© According to Abboud Zeitoune, three
issues are apparently missing.

™ According to Zeitoune, 19 issues are
still missing.

® One issue of this magazine is missing.

© Abdulmesih BarAbraham, “Books about
Naum Faiq and his writings, an Interview
with author Abboud Zeitoune,” Turabdin
Platform, Forums for Unity No. 21, 15 May
2022, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=7cMEsWo0O0aU.

(") For example, Senharib Balley, who was
an outstanding intellectual, and whose
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writings in various magazines, including
in those edited by Na'um Fa'iq, are
currently the focus of a forthcoming book
by Abboud Zeitoune and myself.

(2 For further information, see: https:/
www.ninevehpress.com/product/naum-
faiq-palak-a-pioneer-journalist-writer-
poet-and-leader-of-a-national-awakening.

(13) Abdulmesih BarAbraham, “Kawkab-

Madénho (Eastern Star): llluminating the
present from the depths of time,’ in Aydin

Be-Nagse, Jan Bet-Sawoce and Abboud
Zeitoune (eds.), Na'um Fa’iq - Kawkab-
Madénho: Volume 1, Issue 1 (July 1910)
— Issue 20 (April 1911), Lulu Publications
(2022).
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Concluding Remarks

It is due to another tragic episode of the
Sayfo Catastrophe that many of the
intellectuals in the late Ottoman Empire
did not survive; Na'um Fa'ig himself
escaped this certain death by fleeing to
the United States. Moreover, all Assyrian
cultural and educational institutions in the
empire were destroyed.

Due to this catastrophe and the resulting
expulsion, the early fruits of the revival
movement, as propagated by Na‘'um Fa’iq,
remained hidden from us for decades. His
lifelong efforts for Assyrian unity,
education, schools, press and publications
are more relevant today than ever in the
homeland as well as in the diaspora.

In total, the abovementioned books are
indeed a milestone in terms of research,
not only because they add extensively to
the curriculum vitae of Na'um Fa'iq as a
trailblazer of the Assyrian national and
unity movement, but also because they
bringtolight, forthe firsttime, a substantial
collection of his journalistic legacy in the
form of articles, commentaries, and
poems, which were published in his
journals.

Overall, this collection of books will be a
very valuable source for research on the
situation of the Assyrians at the turn of
the 20th century in the Ottoman Empire.
Besides serving as sources for historical
research, these books also provide long-
missing insights into the mind of Na‘um
Fa'iq, his vision and leadership in
establishing the “awakening” movement
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in the late Ottoman Empire - and its
successful continuation in the early
Assyrian-American diaspora. Thus, the
authors have created an indispensable
multilingual corpus for the study of
modern Assyrian history.

The Syriac-language book is available
from: https://www.ninevehpress.com.

All other books can be obtained either
from: http://www.Lulu.com, or from:
https://www.abboudzeitoune.com.

Sources and References:

MAbdulmesih  BarAbraham, “Assyrian
Democratic Organisation — A National
School, A Brief Review on the 40th
Anniversary,’ in ADO 40th Anniversary
Booklet, Chicago, 1997.

@Rustum Mahmud, “A Tragic Tale: How
the Assyrians Vanished from Syria,” Al-
Majalla, 1 June 2023, https://en.majalla.
com/node/292611/politics/tragic-tale-
how-assyrians-vanished-syria.

® Additionally, a few of his poems have
been beautifully transformed into national
songs. Abdulmesih BarAbraham,
“Assyrians Commemorate  Historic
Leader Assyrian International News
Agency (AINA), 7 February 2019, including
an Interview with Abboud Zeitoune, http:/
www.aina.org/news/20190207180540.ht
m?fbclid=lwAR30TxuehMFe7vvAzShLdTI
9CfoJUt0Os4GRugx_-yo_
IUW9yK2BjKDLIsQM.
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unpublished books.

In 2022, Aydin Be-Nagse, Jan Bet-Sawoce
and Abboud Zeitoune co-edited the first
20 issues of Kawkab-Madenho under the
title: Naum Faiq - Kawkab-Madénho:
Volume 1. These initial 20 issues cover
the period from July 1910 until April 1911.
The editing of the remaining 20 surviving
issues is currently being worked on and
will be published as a second volume.
With the painstaking transcription from
Ottoman Garshuni done by Aydin Be-
Naqse and post-editing by Jan Bet-
Sawoce, the texts/articles of Kawkab
have thus now been made available in
book form to a wider research community
and interested parties.

The editors of this volume also included
documents related to the Intibah Society
from the Ottoman archives. The goals of
this society are the subject of numerous
articles in all languages of the magazine.
With Kawkab, Na‘'um Fa'iq provided a
much-needed platform for many
intellectuals of that time to publish and
disseminate their contributions. | had the
privilege to write the foreword to this
book(?. With respect to the focus of
Fa'iq’s messages, | wrote that:

“In the spirit of enlightenment and revival,
Naum Faiq analyzes the situation of his
people quite realistically, and in his articles,
he harshly criticizes the situation and
circumstances. He does not shy away from
criticizing the clergy of that time for their
wrongdoings. The critical insider of the
community is struck by the fact that much

Aydin Be-Nagde - Jan Bef-3awoce - Abboud Terouns

Naum Faiq

Kawkab Madénho

Tuamt 1 TRy 1910 = Faslae gl 19110

of Faiqg's criticism concerning
denominational division, conservative
religiosity, the lack of building sustainable
civil  organizations, and promoting
publishing would be timely even today.”

In fact, Na'um Fa'iq spoke of a deep
lethargy in which his people found
themselves, repeatedly criticized the
confessional divisions and saw the
Assyrians of the early 20th century as
deprived of civilization, progress and
knowledge. He proposed solutions and
motivated for a change of the situation. In
his contributions, he repeatedly drew
comparisons with the glorious history,
civilization and achievements of the
earlier, but also ancient Assyrians, in order
to conclude that his contemporaries
remained retrograde.
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have lost its cultural basis.”

Furthermore, Naby adds, that: “Faiq was a
man of multiple language skills, abilities
that manifest themselves in his major
production  effort, the periodical,
Bethnahrin, (1916-1930) and the others
before it

In his commentary on the book, Prof.
David Gaunt (Sodertorn University,
Huddinge) also states that:

“Naum Faigq is the most important Assyrian
intellectual of the early twentieth century.
Through his various periodicals published
in the Ottoman Empire and the United
States, reproduced in this book, he covers
the development of Assyrian nationalism
and cultural revival all through and after
the First World War. He and his circle of
contributors give outstanding insights into
the development of Assyrian culture and
identity.”

Tomas Beth-Avdalla edited the Classical
Syriac-language book and published it in
2020 under the title Na‘um Fa’iq Palak:
Gelyunoro Bakoro, Kotubo, Omuro wa-
Mshablono da-M'ironuto Umtonoyto -
Naum Faiq Palak: A Pioneer Journalist,
Writer, Poet and Leader of a National
Awakening. This book is a collection of
Classical Syriac articles published by
Na‘'um Fa'iq. Beth-Avdalla, who runs the
publishing firm “Nineveh Press,’ provides
us with a good description of the book,
stating that:

“This volume is unique as it presents nearly
all of Naum Faiq Palak’s articles, letters,
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and poems, as published in the magazines
noted above, and from other sources such
as handwritten documents, books, and
other periodicals. | began to collect this
source material over 20 years ago, as |
sought more information about who he
really was, what his literary heritage looks
like, and what his role was in the birth of
the Assyrian national movement. |
collected most of the material in this book
when | was Project Manager for the Modern
Assyrian Research Archive (MARA), a
mission which took me to several archives,
libraries, private collections, organizations,
monasteries, and churches in the United
States, the Middle East, and Europe.”

This book also contains also a valuable
list of Na'um Fa'iq's published and
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place where our people live?”

Abboud Zeitoune's German-language
book was published in 2022 under the
title: Naum Faig und die Assyrische
Aufklarung — Na‘um Fa’iq w-‘Iruto Suryoyto.
The numerous articles included as a
selection were written originally in
Ottoman Turkish, Arabic and Syriac, but
transcribed and translated into German
for the first time. In addition, various
letters have been included. All texts
originally appeared in the Syriac script in
the journals Kawkab-Madenho, Bethnahrin

and Huyodo during the period from 1910
to 1930.

This German-language book is introduced
by a preface written by Prof. Shabo Talay
(Free University of Berlin), stating that:

“The selection of the articles deal with the
most burning issues and concerns of the
Syriac-Christian people at the beginning of
the 20th century and are to be evaluated
today as historical documents and source
texts on events before and after the
genocide of 1915 (Sayfo).”

The selection of the articles thus provides
an insight into a critical period that
threatened the very existence of the
Assyrians. The massacres of 1895 and
later the genocide of the Assyrians in the
Ottoman Empire in 1915, therefore, fall
into the period of Na'um Fa'iq’s work

The English-language book by Abboud
Zeitoune was published in 2023 under the
titlte: Naum Faiq and The Assyrian

Awakening® - Na‘um Fa'iq w-‘Iruto
Suryoyto. This book is an equivalent and
translation of the German-language one.
Its foreword was written by Dr. Eden Naby,
who emphasizes that:

“The importance of Naum Faiq for the
history of modern Assyrians cannot be
over-estimated. Many of his generation,
such as Ashur Yousif (1858-1915),
Benyamin Arsanis (1884-1957), Freydun
Aturaya (1891-1926), Sanherib Balley
(1878-1971), Joel Warda (1868-1941), and
Prof. Abraham Yohannan (1853-1925),
these products of advances in secularized
educational training, allowed for critical
achievement. Without their efforts, the
generation that underwent genocide at the
hands of Ottoman Turkish tyrants might

\bboud Zeitoune

Naum Faiq
And

| . The Assyvrian Awakening
i jam tHaid o o sals

e
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language book in 2020 under the title:
Na‘iam Fa’iq wa-al-Nahda al-Suryaniyah al-
Ashuriyah: Maqalat min Kawkab-Madinho,
Beth-Nahrin wa-Huyodo. This is the first
publication of original writings by Na‘'um
Fa'iq and the selection of articles
documents a crucial period in the modern
Assyrian history. Many of these articles
deal with the ongoing genocide in Ottoman
Turkey and the Paris Peace Conference.

In addition to an extended biography, it
contains a broad selection of the editorial
articles published by Na‘'um Fa’iq in his
three magazines, written in Garshuni

Arabic. The handwritten articles have thus 2,0 y

been laboriously transcribed from the %" b r’}y
Syriac script into Arabic. The book also

contains some Arabic articles by other &yl dls pull haiglly
authors such as Senharib Balley, Farid e g I e RV Rl

Nuzha, Daniel Khuri Malihe and John
Ashiji. In his foreword to this Arabic book,
Prof. Michael Abdalla (Adam Mickiewicz - aite
University, Poznan) writes: Naum l‘:llq
&

“Without a doubt, this book has a high }. die Assynische Aufklarung
historical value, as it is not only a document 2 ke e diatl o e Zals
that reflects the situation and social '
circumstances a hundred years ago. It is
also useful from other points of view,
including the linguistic aspects and the
fact that Na‘'um Fa’iq has published the
Arabic texts of his contemporaries.
Reading these texts, one can see and well
recognize Na‘'um Fa’iq’s devotion and zeal
to his people, history and future. At the
same time, it shows us the great sorrows
and pains he had to endure because of his
emigration and the fragmentation of his
people. Doesn't Na‘'um Fa’iq deserve to
have a monument erected to him in every
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survivors, orphans and  widows.
Furthermore, contributions related to
post-war events and diplomacy, as well as
the Paris Peace Conference in 1919 are
important documents of the time.

Huyodo (The Union), published from
1921 to 1922

As mentioned above, this journal was
specifically created to support the unity

effort of all Assyrians. The newly formed
“Assyrian National Association” elected
Na‘um Fa’iq as chief-editor of the journal.
The focus here was on post-World War |
events, with particular emphasis on the
Assyrian orphanage in the city of Adana.

Recent Books about Na‘'um Fa'iq

Over the last three or four years, five
books relating to Na‘'um Fa'iq have been
published by  Assyrian  authors,
documenting his extensive journalistic
legacy. These books have appeared in
Arabic, English, German, Classical Syriac,
and Turkish. Three of them (in Arabic,
English, and German) have been published
by Abboud Zeitoune. Each of Fa'iq's
magazines is profiled, followed by a set of
selected articles from these magazines,

ubder the ol of March Ird i1

forming the volumes in Arabic, German
and English languages.

The books are important from several
perspectives. | had the opportunity to
conduct an interview on this subject in
modern Western Assyrian (Surayt) with
Abboud Zeitoune®. First of all, through
his research, we have a comprehensive
and detailed biography of Malfono Na‘um
Fa'ig. Zeitoune was even able to establish
contact with Na‘'um Fa’iq’s descendants,
received a substantial number of personal
letters and documents that contributed
very important aspects to Malfono Fa'iq's
biography, as well as material that was
previously undiscovered. Secondly, we
learn first-hand from Na'um Fa'ig's
writings of his thoughts which drove his
lifelong engagement for education and
cross-denominational unity of the
Assyrians. Zeitoune introduces us to
Na‘um Fa’iq’s journals in detail, and also
refers to no-less important contemporary
Assyrian authors and intellectuals of the
time whose critical contributions were
published in Fa'iq’s journals as well(9,
Furthermore, we learn of exchanges and
discussions around important issues
between intellectuals of the time.

Abboud Zeitoune published the Arabic-
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friend Gabriel Boyajy.

Regular reports about the society, which
had its headquarters in Diyarbakir, and the
activities of its branches in more than a
dozen cities, appeared regularly in the
magazine. For the first time, thanks to
Kawkab-Madenho, we gain insight into the
network of the Intibah Society and its
importance as the first civil “federation”
(in today’s sense) of the Assyrians during
the late Ottoman Empire. The membership
of this organization grew quickly and local
branches emerged in cities such as
Kharput, Urfa, Mardin, Midyat, and Mosul,
as well as in the cities of the Assyrian
diaspora in the United States, namely,
New Jersey and New York. Tomas Beth-
Avdalla points out that the popularity of
‘Irutho  transcended the linguistic,
confessional, and geographical divide
that Assyrians found themselves in, which
means that it was well received by both
Western and Eastern Assyrians. The
constitution of the society has been
printed in Shifuro magazine.

Bethnahrin (Mesopotamia) - The
Assyrian Paper, published from 1916 to
1930

In September 1912, Na‘um Fa'iq
immigrated to the United States. He

BETHNAHRIN

Published Every T :- Wanks By
NAOUM E. PALAK

309 . Z1at 5i., Wesl New York, N.J
0.5 A
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settled in New Jersey and New York,
where an Assyrian diaspora community
existed since the end of the 19th century.
Here, he initially joined forces with Gabriel
(“Jabbur”) Boyaijy, a fellow Assyrian from
Diyarbakir who, in November 1909, had
already started Intibah. Between 1913
and 1915, therefore, a number of Fa'iq's
articles appeared in this magazine. In
January 1916, however, Na‘'um Fa'iq finally
started to publish his own journal
Bethnahrin as a bi-weekly publication in
Ottoman Garshuni. A few months later, he
added Garshuni Arabic articles as well.
The subtitle to Bethnahrin was: “May we
never forget that our homeland is
Bethnahrin [Mesopotamia], we wish for
nothing but its love to dwell in our hearts.”

Between 1916 and 1930, a total of 186
issues of Bethnahrin were published.
Publication was disrupted for a year
between May 1921 and March 1922,
though, in favor of the new periodical

Huyodo (The Union). Na‘um Fa'iq was an
eyewitness to the massacres of 1895-
1896 and was knowledgeable in relation
to the events of the genocide. Even from a
distant America, he gave an informed
account of the events, publishing regular
news reports from the homeland and
letters to the editor. He additionally wrote
about the efforts in support of the

el d Ly redien Len Lo dus
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Kawkab-Madenho (Eastern
Published from 1910 to 1912

Star),

The magazine Kawkab-Madenho was
published during the so-called “second
constitutional reform period” of the
Ottoman Empire, an era in which
democratic values, such as equality and
freedom, were propagated. This
encouraged the non-Muslim population
of the empire to engage openly in the
social and political spheres. Initially, the
constitutional revolution of the Young
Turks in 1908 was enthusiastically
welcomed by the non-Muslim populace.
During a brief period prior to the genocide,
a flurry of cultural and journalistic activity,
coupled with identity awareness, emerged
among the minorities of the Ottoman
Empire, including the Assyrians. By 1914,
half a dozen Assyrian periodicals or
journals were published in Ottoman
Turkey, among them Mursid-i Asuriyun

(Mhadyono d-Oturoye = Guide of the
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Assyrians), edited by Prof. Ashur Yusuf in
Kharput between 1909 and 1915, and
Shifuro (The Trumpet), edited by Besar
Hilmi Buruji in Diyarbakir between 1910
and 1914. Both editors were killed during
the genocide.

All articles in Na'um Fa'ig's Kawkab-
Madenho were written using the Syriac
alphabet, like the other Assyrian
periodicals of his time. Fa'iq himself
authored all editorials in Ottoman
Garshuni. Occasionally, some articles or
comments appeared in Syriac and
Garshuni Arabic. Whereas 43 issues are
known to have been published, so far,
three of them remain undiscovered.
Na‘'um Fa'iq utilized Kawkab-Madenho as
the voice of the Intibah Society (also
known by the Syriac name ‘Irutho), of
which he was a founder in 1908, while
acting as its Secretary-General. This was
also the namesake of the magazine
Intibah in the United States, edited by his

Location of branches of the Intibdh Society (Copyright: Abboud Zeitoune).
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Sweden, a substantial amount of source
material produced by Malfono Na‘'um Fa’iq
(books, magazines, etc.) that were
considered as lost, has been collected,
digitized, and archived. In a decade-long
effort, led by Tomas Beth-Avdalla (Isik),
MARA was able to collect 40 issues of
Kawkab-Madenho®, 167 issues of

Bethnahrin ), and 38 Huyodo magazines
® all edited by Na'um Fa’iq.

With the discovery of most of the
magazine issues, however, major work
was still to be done. The reason is that
most of the texts were written in Garshuni
(Syriac letters used for Ottoman Turkish,
as well as Arabic) and had to be
transcribed, edited (particularly the
Ottoman texts), and translated — arduous
work for a dedicated team that worked
intensively. The transcription of Ottoman
Garshuni requires a good knowledge of
the Classical Syriac language and, of
course, Turkish and Arabic. With the
transcription, however, one encounters
difficulties due to the different alphabets
utilized, namely, Syriac vs. Turkish. As
Zeitoune also emphasizes, another
reason is that the Arabic and Turkish
languages have developed and changed
massively over the last one hundred years,

and old texts are therefore not easily
comprehensible to today’s readership.
The result of this multilingual effort thus
opened up the opportunity to a substantial
evaluation of Na'um Fa'iq‘s biography and
the revival of his writings.

Magazines Edited by Na‘'um Fa'iq

Prior to the introduction of the five books
related to Na‘'um Fa'iq published over the
last three or four years by Assyrian
authors, documenting the extensive
journalistic legacy of Na‘um Fa'iq, it is
necessary to shed some light on the
magazines published by the Malfono.
Particularly in his Arabic, German and
English books titled Naum Faiq and the
Assyrian Awakening, Zeitoune provides us
with a thorough introduction of the three
magazines edited by Na‘um Fa'iq,
identifies his co-authors, contributors,
supporters, challenges the editor faced,
and so on. Moreover, through the articles
published by Na‘'um Fa’iqin his magazines,
he regularly emphasized the importance
of education, printing houses, and the
continued use of Syriac as the native
language for Assyrians of his time.
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In a recent statement, the Syriac Orthodox
metropolitan of Mount Lebanon, Mor
Theophilos George Saliba, described the
phase of emergence of cultural activities
in the 1950s and 1960s, during which time
he worked as a teacher at the Assyrian
school in Qamishli, as a time of “national
awakening” (‘lrutho Umthonayto) in the
sense of Na‘'um Fa’iq. In retrospect, it can
be said that Metropolitan Saliba was the
teacher of a whole generation of ADO
activists in Qamishli, some of whom are
still active in the ranks of the organization
today. In this way, the continuity of the
legacy of Na'um Fa'iq, first in Gozarto
(northeast Syria) and later in the context
of migration to European countries, can
be explained.

As noted by Rustum Mahmud in a recent
overview article on the social and cultural
role played by Assyrians in Syria,
particularly in the northeastern Jazirah:

“From the early 1950s onwards, numerous
social clubs, cinemas, theatres, cultural
festivals, and private Assyrian schools
were established throughout different
areas of the Syrian Jazira. While these
institutions were primarily founded and
administered by Assyrians, they served the
diverse population oftheregion, influencing
and inspiring similar cultural, civic, and
service initiatives.” @

The al-Rafidayn (Mesopotamia) Club in
Qamishli, in particular, served as an
important hub and platform for the
promotion of collective national self-
awareness for Assyrians coupled with
inter-confessional efforts toward unity,
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while shaping cultural, artistic, athletic,
and even political endeavors.

According to Abboud Zeitoune, the
author/co-author of books which we will
discuss below:

“There was always talk about his [Na'um
Fa'iq's] great personality, although very
little was reported about his extensive
writings... the memory of Na'um Fa’iq was
essentially limited to his biography and the
recitation of one or two of his poems - the
most famous one being ‘Awake, Son of
Assur’ (Et'ir bar Othur).” ©

Until recently, knowledge about Malfono
Fa'iq was mainly derived from Murad
Fu'ad Chiqqgi's anthology, Dhikra wa-
Takhlid (Remembrance and
Immortalization), published in 1936. The
book mainly contains contributions
written by contemporaries of Na‘'um Fa’iq
in the form of short articles enriched with
a selection of poems.® Fa'iq’'s original
writings, however, seemed to be lost
forever. Heretofore, no extensive research
of Malfono Na‘'um Fa'iq’s works could be
conducted as his books, and particularly
numerous articles which appeared in the
three magazines he edited and published,
were scattered in libraries and private
archives worldwide - or considered as
lost — for nearly a century. Only single
copies seemed to exist. Hence, his literary
legacy had been forgotten and almost
disappeared.

Thanks to the collection efforts of the

Modern Assyrian Research Archive
(MARA)®, an initiative launched in
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The awakening process he envisioned
was characterized by a modern,
educational and organizational approach
coupled with actions aimed at
strengthening the self-confidence of
Assyrians to determine their place in the
new world of the Middle East.

Na'um Fa’'iq was born in Diyarbakir (as a
son of an Orthodox family) in February of
1868, in a time of extreme difficulties with
respect to social and political life during
Ottoman rule. In a school in Diyarbakir led
by Hanna Sirri Chiqqi (1858-1928), he
learned different languages, among them
Arabic, Ottoman Turkish, Persian,
Armenian, and later also French and
English.

In 1888, he became a teacher at the
Assyrian school in Diyarbakir, but also
taught temporarily at the Monastery of
Dayr al-Za'faran near Mardin, in Urfa,
Adiyaman, and Homs (Syria). In 1908, he
became a founder of the literary Society
called IntibAh Cemiyeti (Renaissance/
Awakening Society), which boasted
branches in fifteen Ottoman cities, and
served as the editor of newspaper
Kawkab-Madenho (Eastern Star), which
he published from 1910 until 1912,
supported by Besar Hilmi Buruji. Even
prior to starting Kawkab, Fa'iq was
publishing articles in Intibah, a monthly
publication edited by Gabriel Boyajy in
New York from 1909 to 1915.

Because of the increasing oppression and
actions against non-Muslim peoples after
the Adana massacres of April 1909, which
spread to the entire eastern provinces of
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the Ottoman Empire, many Assyrians
started to emigrate from their homeland.
The pressure increased furtherin 1911. In
1912, Na'um Fa'iq was forced to migrate
to the United States where he started his
magazine Bethnahrin (Mesopotamia),
which he published until his death in 1930.
Between 1921 and 1922, he also became
the chief-editor of a short-lived journal

named Huyodo (Union), the official organ
of the Assyro-Chaldean National
Organization of America. Na‘'um Fa'iq died
in New York on 5 February 1930.

Keeping his Memory Alive

Despite political repression in the
countries of the Middle East, the
anniversary of Na'um Fa'iq’s death has
been publicly commemorated in Qamishili,
Aleppo and in Lebanon since the 1940s.
That today the Assyrians honor and
consider him a pioneer of the national
unity movement is, however, due to the
Assyrian Democratic Organization (ADO),
the oldest surviving Assyrian political
organization, founded in Syria in 1957 O,
This is no coincidence, since one of the
founding fathers of this organization was
Malfono Shukri Charmoukli (1909-1974),
whose older brothers were disciples of
Na‘'um Fa'ig. Thus, the ADO, since its
foundation, officially declared February
5th a national day of remembrance.
Accordingly, the ADO has always believed
that the Assyrian people must be
nationally educated and politically mature
in order to support their political question.
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Reviving Na‘'um Fa'iq’s Intellectual Legacy:
A Short Introduction to Five Recent Books
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Every year on February 5th, Assyrians
worldwide commemorate the death of
Malfono Na‘'um Fa'iq (1868-1930), an
outstanding national figure, intellectual,
poet, journalist, author, and editor of
various periodicals. His life-long efforts
were marked by his commitment to
education, call for the establishment of
schools, and cross-denominational unity
of Assyrians belonging to different
churches of the Syriac tradition (Syriac
Orthodox Church, Church of the East,
Chaldean Catholic Church, Syriac Catholic
Church, and Protestant Churches).

Na‘um Fa'iq is considered to be one of the
visionaries and pioneers promoting cross-
denominational Assyrian unity, as well as
the initiator and driver of an awakening
movement since the late Ottoman period.
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More importantly, this study has brought
to light serious variations in the text's
transmission as witnessed by the earliest
and latest manuscript copies, as well as
discrepancies in the only two translations
of it to date (in French and Arabic). This is
also why a critical edition of the Syriac
text and a translation of it into English are
so sorely needed - not only for
scholarship, but also for the heirs of this
important cultural heritage. Hopefully, in
the future, | will be able to conduct a
similar in-depth study, such as that
undertaken in this article, on the Book of
Governors!
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that of Ardamusht or Kwashe, which is
actually located in the mountain chain
between the monasteries of Rabban
Hormizd and Rabban Apni-Maran®®, The
fact that they are called Ta‘lwaye, is most
likely a play on words, since the Arab
letters ‘Ayn and Ghayn are written exactly
the same way, with the latter distinguished
by a dot above it, and the “softened” letter
béth in Syriac is often pronounced as a
“w.” This would make the name appear
similar to the Syriac word Ta‘la (fox),
indicating a group of people who were sly,
cunning and altogether untrustworthy®4,
The author was able to do this in Syriac,
since the text was highly unlikely to be
read by an Arab or Taghlibite!

Conclusions and Final Thoughts

To conclude, this brief study of Rabban
Joseph Busnaya’s Vita has demonstrated
the value of medieval Syriac historical
texts, even if hagiographic or legendary,
in the study of Middle Eastern geography
and demographics. While it is truly a rare
work that has been little studied,
compared with other Syriac texts, the
details and clues provided “between the
lines” are important for delivering a
unique and rarely considered perspective
on historical events, some of which had a
major impact on the region. Moreover,
they shed much light on various little-
known facts regarding Christian life in
northern Mesopotamia at the time,
providing a practical snapshot of what
the Church of the East would have been
like in that context.
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More especially, the Vita leaves us with a
fairly detailed impression not only of
monastic life, butalso of certainimportant
figures in the Church of the East’s tenth
century monastic movement in northern
Mesopotamia, and particularly their
teachings and communal rules. This is all
the more valuable since the Church of the
Eastis now largely devoid of monasteries,
convents, monks or nuns — apart from
the monasticism re-founded within the
Chaldean Catholic Church since the early
nineteenth century. To illustrate this, the

great Beth-Sayyare Monastery, where
much of the text is set, has not existed
for centuries. Some of its huge stones
are pointed out on the Girra d-Rawma hill
outside of the Assyrian village of Tinn,
and a portion of it containing the tomb of
Rabban Moses has survived as the
Muslim shrine of Shaykh Pir-Mus in the
Kurdish village of Zewa Piramus. In total,
of the 13 or so monasteries mentioned in
the text of the Vita, only three can be
visited and worshipped in today. This
additionally speaks to the idea of
demographic changes in the area.
Indeed, details gleaned from the Vita
contribute immensely, not only to our
understanding of religious life, but also
the geography, demography, ethnography
and socio-cultural situation in ninth- and
tenth-century northern Mesopotamia.
This further helps us to understand
related ethnonyms, toponyms and various
other terminologies used, as well as
working out how to satisfactorily
delineate or define them.
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in the text are they associated with the
Kartwaye. Actually they are shown as
being a separate people to them
altogether in the passage where
Kartwayutha is juxtaposed against
Ta‘lwayatha, as two malevolent forces
that ruled over the land and caused major
damage to the indigenous Christian
population. Moreover, most of what we
know of the Kurds at this time is that they
were in more mountainous areas such as
Dasan, Zawzan, Marga and Beth-Nuhadra,
but not really in the area around Mosul
and Balad, nor on the plains surrounding
the Tigris. Furthermore, the idea of a Kurd
riding a camel just does not seem like it
would have been a common occurrence,
since those animals are more associated
with Arabs.

Again, Fr. Chalagh does not usually
translate the word Ta‘'lwaye, except for
the episode regarding Rabban Shuvha-I-
Isho’, where he renders it in Arabic as
Taghlibi®®. Fr. Zanetti, rendering the name
Ta'lavéen, also agrees that it refers to the
Banii Taghlib®®. This was an important
Arab tribe who inhabited northern
Mesopotamia, especially the areas of
Diyar Rabr'ah, Diyar Mudar and Diyar Bakr,
and around the cities of Mosul, Cizre,
Nusaybin, Mardin, Harput (Hisn-i Ziyad),
Adiyaman (Hisn-i Mansir), Aleppo,
Raggah and al-Rahbah, with some living
as far south as Kufa in Babylonia. Prior to
the coming of Islam, many of them were
Christian and adhered to the Syriac
Orthodox Church which, between 629
and 935, maintained two dioceses for

Research

ladsn

them at Cizre on the Upper Tigris and
‘Anah on the Middle Euphrates®",

Other Arab tribes with similar names to
Ta'lwaye that adhered to the Syriac
Orthodox Church at this time were the
“Tha‘alibites” (most probably the branch
of the Tayy tribe known as Al al-Tha‘alib
or Tha'labah) and the Tu‘ayé (most
probably the branch of the Tayy tribe
known as Bana Thu‘al), who were one of
the three Arab groups in the Jazirah and
Beth-‘Arbaye regions that were Christians
between the sixth and eighth centuries,
mostly to the south around Kiifa®?,
However, the Tayy tribe had almost
completely converted to Islam by the
second half of the seventh century and
the Banu Taghlib had done so by the
second half of the ninth century. Around
that time, the latter emerged as the rulers
of Mosul and northern Mesopotamia in
the form of the Hamdanid dynasty, which
lasted between 890 and 990, after which
they were replaced by the ‘Uqaylids, who
were neither of the larger Banu Taghlib
nor Tayy tribes.

Hence, it is more likely that the Ta‘'lwaye
referred to in the text of Rabban Joseph's
Vita are members of the Arab Banu
Taghlib tribe, and more specifically the
Hamdanids who, despite their Christian
past, had become devout Muslims.
Moreover, they were dominant in the
plains and steppe of northern
Mesopotamia, which they ruled from
Mosul, and they held a number of
important castles in the area — including
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remains quite enigmatic, is that of the
Ta'lwayé (zsssy). Again, no details are
provided concerning their ethnicity or
religion, but they are generally depicted
as a malevolent group of people. In the
passage concerning events after Rabban
Joseph's death, Ta'lwaydtha is mentioned,
along with Kartwayatha (Kurdish
domination), as reigning over “these
lands” (i.e., those covered in the text -
Sapna, Dasan, Marga and Béth-Nihadra).
As a result, churches, monasteries and
villages were destroyed, and the monks
in them were scattered everywhere®, As
one can thus assume, neither of these
two invading groups must have Christian,
otherwise they would not have molested
the native Christian populace and their
holy men or sacred sites. One also gets
the impression that the Kartwayé must
have been a group that came in from the
north and east, through the mountains,
while the Ta‘lwayé came in from the south
and west, through the plains.

Thus, we encounter these Ta‘'lwayé in two
other episodes of the narrative. The first
is when Rabban Joseph Busnaya and a
group of monks from Rabban Hormizd
Monastery were on their way to visit
Rabban Isho' of Kimatheh at the Rabban
Apni-Maran Monastery. On the way, they
were ambushed by a Ta'lwaya horseman
who wanted to take their clothes and
harm them, pressing heavily upon
them@. The second time they are
mentioned is when Rabban Shuvha-I-
Isho' had gone to Balad to join the Abba
Joseph Monastery there, and was waiting
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for a message from God to confirm that
he had made the correct decision. There,
he met a Ta'lwaya riding a camel whom
he asked for advice. The response was
quite blunt and somewhat rude, causing
the monk to return to the monastery
which he had planned to join, beating his
face and saying, “Woe to you, Shuavha-I-
Isho’, for a Ta'lwaya has guided you!"@ It
is obvious here that the monk was
ashamed because he perceived the
Ta‘lwaya as being less civilised, and not
really someone that he should have asked
for advice from in the first place.
Therefore, what we know of the Ta‘lwaye
is that they are depicted as being of lower
cultural status than the native Christians.
They were known to ride horses or
camels, engage in banditry and hurt those
that they robbed. Indeed, at least one was
prepared to rob a group of monks of their
clothes and harm them, meaning that he
himself was most probably nota Christian,
but mostly likely would have been Muslim.
Geographically, these Ta‘lwaye are
depicted as existing in the plains around
the Tigris River, whether it be at Balad, or
somewhere between the monasteries of
Rabban Hormizd and Rabban Apni-
Maran.

As for who these Ta‘alwayé mentioned in
the text of Rabban Joseph's Vita were,
there is still no definitive answer, yet the
clues mentioned above may provide
some idea. Chabot, who transcribed the
word as Ta‘aliens, posited that, without a
doubt, they are another Kurdish tribe from
the same country®®, However, nowhere
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with a major earthquake in 893 that
destroyed the city, as well as continued
warfare with Byzantine forces®@. It would
thus not be far-fetched to consider the
possibility that the Harzdaye may have
been Kurdish émigrés from the Hrazdan
River valley in Armenia. Indeed, a parallel
can be seen in the migration of Saladin’s
grandfather Shadhi, a Kurd of the Rawadid
tribe, from the village of Ajdanakan
outside Dvin to Baghdad and then Tikrit
around 1130.@Y

The Tayyaye

Finally we will address the people
mentioned in the Vita of Rabban Joseph
Busnaya as Tayyayeé (). In general, this
Syriac term, originally indicating an Arab
from the Tayy tribe, is used to denote all
Arabs or Muslims. In some texts, it was
even used to denote the Umayyads, as
opposed to the ‘Abbasids, who were
instead labelled Parsayé (.4, Persians).
The text before us, however, is set well
into the ‘Abbasid period and, since the

Tayy tribe at that time were no longer
active in northern Mesopotamia, the
name Tayyaye here can only be assumed
to refer to Muslim Arabs in particular -
despite the fact that many Christians had
become Arabised and were more
proficient in Arabic, as mentioned earlier.
Indeed, in the episode where Rabban
John Bar-Khaldun writes about his former
difficulties writing in Syriac, he uses the
terms Tayyayta (1ixy,) to refer to Arabic
and Suryayta (1iuses) for Syriac®??,
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As with the Kartwaye, the text of Rabban
Joseph's Vita again leaves us with a
negative impression of these Tayyaye.
For instance, we read of a “very wicked”
Tayyaya man in an unlocalised village
called Dayra Hdatta (:saa. 25.5 i.e., the New
Monastery), presumably near Rabban
Hormizd Monastery, who molested and
embittered the ascetics and coenobites
who lived there®®. Upon the birth of his
first child, the man’s wife wished to have
the baby baptised and took him up to
Rabban Hormizd against her husband'’s
wishes. Again, as in the case of the
Harzdaya from Béth-Murdni, we are not
sure if this wife was a Christian herself, or
whether she was practising a type of
religious syncretism. The other time we
read about a Tayyaya man in the text, is
the abovementioned episode of the well-
known teacher of the Harzdayé who was
so puffed-up with vain pride. He had
come to Béth-Sayyare Monastery to have
a discussion (probably of a religious
nature) with Rabban Moses, so the reader
may assume that he was a Muslim cleric.
Again, as in the case of the Kartwaye, Fr.
Chulagh, in his Arabic translation of the
text, never translates Tayyaye. On the
other hand, he does translate the term
Tayyayta as Arabic during the episode
regarding author John Bar-Khaldun's
linguistic dilemma.®

The Ta'lwaye
Another group that is mentioned in the

Vita of Rabban Joseph Busnaya, which
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a Tayyaya man who visited Béeth-Sayyare
to have a discussion with Rabban Moses.
He was a teacher of the Harzdaye and
“well-known in that country.”(® Here, the
text is unclear whether “that country”
means that of the Harzdaye or that around
Beth-Sayyare Monastery. It is clear,
however, that this Arab who was “puffed
up with vain pride” may have been a
Muslim cleric serving the spiritual needs
of the Harzdaye. So, all we know is that
these were a people who were not local,
that had settled in the area around
Bamarné and Beéth-Sayyare from
elsewhere, possibly another country.
Moreover, they had an Arab “teacher;’ who
was most probably a Muslim cleric.
However, their origins remain enigmatic.
As already noted, in the various
manuscript copies of Rabban Joseph
Busnaya’s Vita, the name of this people is
spelt in various ways. For instance, the
oldest manuscript witness of the text
clearly has Harzdayé (nsse)for the man
from Bamarné, and Harzdané (wsyse) for
the Arab teacher. Chabot's translation,
however, based on a manuscript copied
from the former, has Rahzdayé in the first
instance, which he assumes is a tribe,
and Herzdanéens in the second, which he
considers to be the inhabitants of avillage
in the region around Beth-Sayyare.

This is a metathesis which continues to
be seen in subsequent copies of the text,
such as the latest manuscript witness,
which has Rhazdiya (u»yés) and Harzdané
(usy3¢) respectively, and Fr. Chalagh's
translation which reads Rahazdiyin
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(guaj@y) and Harazdiyin (¢13js@) in the
same instances.

In this last case, however, Fr. Chulagh
admits that the two terms refer to the
same people whom he conjectures to be
the inhabitants of Ariz or Hariz, a village in
the pass right above the Assyrian village
of Deheg, roughly 8 km or two hours to the
west of Bamarneé(”. This, though, does
not make much sense, since, why would
such an important man leave his village
only to settle in another one so close to
home? It also does not explain where the
dalath in the gentilic comes from, when
it is obviously not in the names Ariz or
Hariz - unless it was originally Arizd or
Harizd, but there is no evidence for that.
Another possibility | would suggest, is
that the name comes from the region
around the river Hrazdan (also sometimes
spelt Rhazdan), which flows from Lake
Sevan to the Araxes River in Armenia, and
upon the banks of which is built the
capital Yerevan. In 642, Muslims
conquered Armenia, creating a province
around the ancient capital of Dvin, only
10 km to the northeast from where the
Hrazdan River empties out into the
Araxes(®. Toward the end of the tenth
century, according to al-Maqdisi, this city
(despite the majority of its inhabitants
being Christian Armenians) was held by
Kurds, probably Shaddadids, who ruled a
kingdom in east Transcaucasia between
951 and 1174.0% During the tenth century,
however, the fortunes of Dvin its
surrounding region turned, beginning
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Later on, in 1198, we find that the diocese
of Beth-Nuhadra had been briefly divided
in two, with one bishop, Mar George,
residing at Ma'altha and the other, Mar

Isho'-Zkh3, residing at Tell-Hash (modern-
day Tell-Khish or Tell-Khishaf, north of
the Bahndawaya Mountain, near Alqosh).
The diocese of the latter, however, was
titled that of “Tell-Hash and the
Hakkaraye.”"'? Could it be that the
Hakkarians had migrated that far south,
or was the bishop’s jurisdiction extended
so far north? We will never know for sure.
Only 20 years later though, in 1218, we
learn that Mosul's ruler, ‘Imad al-Din
Zangi, had seized ‘Amadiyah and the
remainder of the fortresses of the Hakkari
and Zawzan. According to Minorsky, “It
must have been these events that caused
the Hakkari to be driven back towards the
lands at the sources of the Great Zab."("®
However, it would seem that they
eventually came back. In Masalik al-
Absar, Shihab al-Din al-‘Umari (1301-
1349) lists a number of Kurdish tribes
that he knew about during his lifetime.
Among them, he notes that the Hakkari
tribe lived at ‘Amadiyah and numbered
4,000 men. On the other hand, the tribe of
Julamerk (the native village of Rabban
Moses and capital of the Hakkari emirate
and province) numbered 3,000 men of
“Umayyad origin” (!). As for the DasinT
(Dasnaye), also rendered Tasint and well-
known as an Ezidi tribe, their chief Badr
al-Din had made his people come down
to more accessible country, with 1,000 of
them in the province of Mosul and 500 at

Research

ladsn

‘Agrah.(' To sum up, it seems that the
Hakkaraye Kurdish tribe we encounter in
Rabban Joseph's Vita were a marauding,
nomadic tribe, which had not yet settled
and given its name yet to what later
became the emirate and then province of
Hakkari.

The Harzdaye (?)

Another probable tribe of Kurds mentioned
in the Vita of Rabban Joseph Busnaya are
the Harzdayé or Harzdane, which appear
in later copies of the text (and even
Chabot’s translation!) as Rahzdayé or
Rhazdaye. What complicates their sound
identification is that nowhere in the text is
any allusion made as to their ethnicity or
religion, so most guesses as to who these
people were are largely based on
conjecture. Thus, we notice that this
name appears twice in the text of the Vita.
The first case, namely, that of Abbulqga (?)
and the healing of his five-year-old son,
has already been mentioned. Here, he is
only described as a famous and great
man of these Harzdaye who lived in Béth-
Murdni (Bamarné), suggesting that he
was not a native of the village, but that his
people settled there later, living among
the local Christian Assyrians, who are
called Murdnayé (r:ssex)%. The fact that
his wife was so insistent on having their
child healed by Rabban Joseph at Béth-
Sayyare, may have either been due to that
fact that she was, in fact, herself a
Christian, or that she was a Muslim
woman who held syncretic beliefs.

Later in the text, we read the narrative of

178



Jlily

Kurds - with some Kartwaye being
Dasnayé (i.e., immigrants from Dasan),
and others being Hakkaraye (i.e.,
members of the nomadic Hakkari tribe),
or the more elusive Harzdayé. In sum, this
information from Rabban Joseph's Vita
demonstrates that such Syriac texts are
important witnesses also to Kurdish
history and, therefore, should be seriously
regarded alongside accounts in other
languages such as Arabic, Armenian or
Persian.

The Hakkaraye

Within the Kartwaye, the text of Rabban
Joseph's Vita makes it clear that there are
a number of internal divisions or tribes.
That most often mentioned is the tribe of
the Hakkarayé (nise, Hakkarians), after
whom the modern-day Hakkari province
is purportedly named. According to Fr.
Chulagh, this tribe lived between
‘Amadiyah and the Great Zab River®.
Chabot, on the other hand, located them
in the mountains to the east of the Great
Zab, but still in the region of ‘Amadiyah,
and effectively in the same area as
Dasan®. This confirms what we find in
the text of the Vita, which states that the
Hakkaraye who destroyed Dasan were
actually among the people that lived
there. Despite that, they were not
considered Dasnaye, however, and no
region at this time is called Hakkari,
indicating that this tribe may have been
nomadic.

Moreover, within the first quarter of the
tenth century, a group of armed

179

Research

ladsn

Hakkarians came to Beth-Sayyare to
plunder it, however, when they entered
and found Rabban John of Dasan praying
in his cell, they were overcome with awe
and did not proceed with their plans®. As
such, they are depicted in the text as a
malevolent group, but not completely
beyond the potential of salvation, as
Rabban John Bar-Khaldun reported his
master Rabban Joseph Busnaya telling
him, “If it were possible, | would have
brought all the murderous Hakkaraye to
the bosom of Christ.”® As such, we read
the narrative of a leader of the Hakkarayé

named Hasan, son of Abraham, who came
to Rabban Joseph to be cured of leprosy
on his back. Once this occurred, he
proceeded to command his friends that
none of them molest any ascetics any
more. Moreover, until the day he died, he
would not let anyone injure or disturb
ascetics, and he would always return to
the Rabban to be blessed by him(?,
After the period covered by the text of
Rabban Joseph Busnaya's Vita, what
happens to the Hakkarayé is even more
interesting. In 980, the already mentioned
Buyid ruler Panah-Khisro sent an
expedition against the Hakkarians,
probably in response to their destruction
of Dasan and massacre of so many
innocent local civilians. Their leaders
were besieged and surrendered, relying
on the promise that their lives would be
spared. Theleader of the Buyid expedition,
however(, crucified them on the side of
the road for about 25 to 30 km between
Ma‘altha and Mosul.
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of Kpar-Qure in the ‘Ayn-Bibil district. The
text clearly describes him as a murderer
who Kkilled many people mercilessly
because he was a thief. In addition, one
of his brothers (who may have lived a
similar lifestyle) was murdered by the
inhabitants of the then Christian village
of Maryos/Maranos in the Zawzan region,
maybe even in self-defence. Because of
this, he attempted to murder a monk from
the Beth-Sayyare Monastery, who was a
native of that village, presumably in
revenge. By a miracle, the monk was
saved and Kamil was stricken by an
illness which Rabban Moses healed him
from, making him atone and change his
ways. What makes this story all the more
compelling is that the author, Rabban
John Bar-Khaldun, states that he heard
the story directly from “this Kartwaya.”®
Another account concerns the monk
Rabban Haye who, while still a coenobite,
was sent by the abbot Rabban Moses to
Balad to retrieve a donation for the
monastery from one of the faithful there.
However, he had disobeyed one of the
abbot’s instructions and, as divine
retribution, once he had reached the
bounds of the monastery, a Kartwaya fell
upon him and beat him many times,
miraculously leaving him without having
robbed him (which appears to have been
their usual practice)®.

Probably the only time aKurd is mentioned
positively in the text of the Vita, apart
from Kamil's repentance, is an episode
where a stone falls upon the leg of Rabban

Moses at Beth-Sayyare and this is
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immediately felt many kilometres away
by Rabban Apni-Maran Bar-Kartwayé (s
nehas, i.e., the son of Kurds)in the
Mountain of Gidron, as he was being
consulted by a group of monks from
Rabban Hormizd®. Incidentally, this is
probably the last mention we have in this
area of a Kurd who was not only Christian,
but also some type of holy man or saint.
Interestingly, Fr. Chulagh almost never
translates the word Kartwayé in his Arabic
edition of the Vita, except for two
occasions — when the author states that
he heard Kamil's story from the Kurd
himself, and while describing Rabban
Apni-Maran as a Kurd ®. On the other
hand, he completely omits the passage
regarding the destruction of Dasan by
Kartwaye called Hakkaraye and their
massacre of about 5,000 of itsinhabitants.
This makes one wonder why he did this:
Was it to remove any information that
would give a negative impression of
Kurds? Or, was it due to government
censorship under the Ba'ath regime,
owing to sensitivities regarding the usage
of ethnic designations in historical texts?
It is impossible to know and, whatever
the answer may be, this unfortunately
renders Fr. Chulagh's translation, the only
one made in Arabic of this text, as being
not completely reliable. More examples
of such selective translation will be
brought to light below.

On the other hand, Chabot considered the
Kartwayé (“Kartavéens”), as a Kurdish
tribe, not realising that the text itself is
using the word as a general term for
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Kurds) in the mountain areas and Tayyayée
(i.e., Arabs) in the plains, along with
various internal divisions belonging to
them. When reading the text of the Vita,
however, one gets the clear impression
that the Christian Assyrians were a
demographic majority overall in the
geographical areas covered by it.
Interestingly, there is no mention of Jews
at all, whereas we know that they would
have existed in the area covered by the
text during the time it was written.
Moreover, Islam or Muslims are practically
never explicitly mentioned in the Vita and,
as such, no specific religion is ascribed to
the opposing groups mentioned, such as
the Kartwaye (including the Hakkarayé) or
the Tayyayé (including the Ta‘lwaye).
Although, it is to be assumed that they
were, in the majority, Muslims, due to the
way in which they are described.

The Kartwaye

Throughout the text of Rabban Joseph
Busnaya's Vita, the most frequently
mentioned “outsider” ethnic group is that
of the Kartwayé (nsass, Kurds). The
impression one gets of them, however, is
that they were not a friendly or peace-
loving people. Rather, they were often
involved in banditry and violent raids.
This was not always the case, though, in
earlier Syriac texts belonging to the
Church of the East. For instance, the Vita
of St. Sava the Physician (d. 485 or 488)
mentions him as having converted many
nomadic Kartwayé and built churches

among them in the area between Hulwan
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(Sarpol-e Zahab, Iran) and Shahrizor.

By at least 585, a diocese for the nomadic
Kartwaye tribes, based at Beth-Tavyatha
(present-day Betwata, Iraq), was
established within the ecclesiastical
province of Adiabene. It persisted until
around 823, and was occupied by at least
four bishops during that period. By the
time Mar Thomas of Marga authored his
monastic history of Béth-Avé monastery
in the late ninth century, the majority of
these Kartwaye appear to have converted
to Islam, and their tribal lands seem to
have slid further north and west to Marga
and its surrounding districts. Moreover,
the first time we encounter these
Kartwayé in Rabban Joseph's Vita it is
concerning the evil local Hakkaraye
(Hakkarians), their destruction of Dasan,
murder of about 5,000 of its inhabitants
and scattering of the survivors. This
traumatic episode is then followed by a
number of less than positive accounts
regarding the encounters of the monks
with these Kartwaye.

So, the next time we find Kartwaye
mentioned in the text of Rabban Joseph's
Vita, we read of the experience which
Rabban Isho’ of Kimatheh had with them.
While he was in the mountain where he
had gone for solitary contemplation, he
was set upon by Kartwayé bandits who
thought that he had accumulated money
in that place. Miraculously, he deterred
them with a pair of leopards!® Following
this, is the rather detailed narrative of
Kamil, or Kemil, a Kartwaya from Dasan.
At that time, he was residing in the village
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Geography, Demographics, and the Value of
Medieval Syriac Historical Texts: A Case Study
of the Vita of Rabban Joseph Busnaya (I,
Final)

Nicholas Al-Jeloo

References to Ethnicity in the Text
Generally, the text of Rabban Joseph
Busnaya’s Vita makes no mention of the
ethnicity of its Christian subjects,
readership and audience. Obviously, the
latter was limited due to the nature of the
text having been authored in Syriac.
Hence, the author would have felt no need
to use any ethnonyms to refer to the
Christians, since they would have all
belonged to the same Assyrian ethnicity,
would have all spoken the same group of
Aramaic dialects, would have been
literate in Syriac and at least the majority
of them would have adhered to the Church
of the East. The author would thus have
been confident that readers would have

known who he was referring to, and that
such an obvious delineation of the
ethnicity of the Christian people he
mentions would have been totally
unnecessary, except for one single case,
where he specifies that one monk, Rabban
Apni-Maran, was a Bar-Kartwaye, i.e., “the
son of Kurds.”

On the other hand, the author does
provide gentilics which give details
concerning the places of origin of certain
Christian people mentioned in the text,
but this largely has nothing to do with
their ethnicity. On the other hand, we learn
of two major ethnic groupsinjuxtaposition
to the text's Christian Assyrian target
audience - namely, the Kartwaye (i.e.,
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Foreword

As the editorial board of Banipal, we strive to stay in touch with you and to follow with
you the journey of this your magazine, which is rich in topics, wealthy in research and
studies, and resplendent with news of the unique activities and events organized by the
General Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts.

The topics covered in issue 49 are many, varied and plentiful. In the Syriac section, we
read several studies dealing with various topics, including a research article by Behnam
Daniel on the Syriac nation, in which he sheds light on the achievements of this great
people. Shlimon Daoud Oraham completes the second part of his study on the cultural
contributions of Iragi Christians in the field of journalism from the beginning of the
twentieth century until the beginning of World War Il. Nizar Hanna al-Dirani sheds light
on the poems of the American poet T. S. Elliot. Additionally, Yusuf Begtas discusses
the topic of development and the change that accompanies it. The Syriac section also
presents poems and other topics for lovers of literature.

The Arabic section, in turn, deals with important historical topics, including “A Brief
History of the Diocese of Kashkar” in Wasit, by Bishop Habib Hormiz, prelate of the
Chaldean Catholic Diocese of Basra; “The Syriacs of Tikrit in the Nineveh Plain and
the Story of their Historical Emigration,” by Ibrahim Fadhel al-Nasiri; and, “The Epic of
Gilgamesh Historically: Who is King Gilgamesh?” prepared by Faiq Bello. Fr. Duraid
Barbar completes the second and final part of his research titled “Melodies in the Syriac
Rites.” Dr. Raad Ismail Numan from the Faculty of Arts, University of Tikrit, tells us about
the most prominent features of the personality of Andalusian doctor Yahya bin Ishaq and
his impact on the science of medicine. In addition to these, there are literary poetical and
narrative texts.

The Kurdish section addresses two prominent Christian personalities, the Syriac Fr. Yosip
Qellaita and Armenian artist Aram Tigran. In the English section, we read the third and
final part of Dr. Nicholas Al-Jeloo’s research article on Rabban Joseph Busnaya. Also,
from Abdulmesih BarAbraham, we read about the intellectual legacy of Na‘um Fa'iq and,
finally, Alex McKenna writes about Baghdad College and its pioneering role in education.

In conclusion, we say: Your magazine is full because of you, and it continues its path with
your unlimited support, assistance and encouragement. In addition, and as a result, our
ambition for more brilliance and creativity is also limitless.
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