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Man yo Nacum Fayéq?

1. U mawlodayde w inacmutayde

Nacum Fayég mawléd hamso b éswét bi Sato dan
alfo w tmonaymo w tmone w ésti (1868) b Omid.
E3me du babo Alyas w di emo Sayde wa. Kmo yawme
bétér mu mawlodayde gaso Quryaqus macmadle
bi cito d Yoldat Aloho d Omid. Cumre Swac ésne
msarele bi madrasto Sarwayto. Bétér me d fayés
Swac éSne bi madrasto, bi Sato dan alfo w tmonaymo
w hdo w tmoni (1881) maktawle ruhe bi lisa. Métho
dé tmone ésne fayés bi lisa w yaléf liSono Suryoyo,
Caraboyo, Turkoyo, Férsoyo w é&Smo ste Fransoyo.
B cayni zabno médle yulfono di musiqi, du kyono
w du hSowo. Nacum, b cumro nacimo, hes hiye bi
madrasto, msakarle bi gamayto u babo w bétér i

emayde.
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2. Malfono b Hashas

Mide dé mayét u babo, Nacum jbir hés hiye nacimo
d Sogél. Ban alfo w tmonaymo w tmone w tmoni
(1888) bu zabno d hasyo Jérjis Cabdénnur, msarele
bu dargo di malfonuto. Bétér b Sato azze |é grito
éSma Hashas d kétwa masérto bi mdito di Bseriye.
An nacime di gritate Suryoyo lédciwa w bu liSono
Kurdoyo méjgoliwa. Mawxa malfono Nacum Fayéq
goraswa casquto bu tewlifo du leSono Suryoyo.
Bétér me d fayés arbco yarhe b Hashas dacér |
Omid. Fatéryarxo Fétrus rbicoyo, bi Sato dan alfo
w tmonaymo w tSac w tmoni (1889), inaqla d azze |
Omid, éstacsar b konun u gamoyo, sémle malfono

Nacum Fayéq Samoso ewangeloyo.

3. Malfono b Urhoy

B ha may yawme azze | Urhoy gab u abro du
cammayde. Bu zabnawo b Urhoy kétwa tarte
madrasyote catige das Suryoye. Hdo manne di
cito d Mor Fétrus w Fawlus w i hreto di cito d Mor
Jérjis wa. Nacum Fayéq hawi malfono b Urhoy
bi madrasto di cito d Mor Fétrus w Fawlus. Bu
zabnawo soyamwa cuqobo w busoyo dak ktowe

du betarke di cito.

4. B Samsat

Bétér b zabno umalfonoazzel
Samsat d Adiyaman. Kétwa hedér
hamSi igaryote Suryoye b Samsat
w malfono Nacum Fayéqg maqgrewa
an nacimatte. Tamo ste hoyarwa
bak ktowe d kétwa w soyamwa
cuqgobo appe. Elo bu zabnawo nafél
bu kewo di malarya w jbir d docér
1 Omid. Bétér me d dacér | Omid
bay yawmote d hasyo Cabdallah
bi Sato dan alfo w tmonaymo w
téSci (1890) disa hawi malfono bi
madraSto das Suryoye.
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5. Rdufyo b Omid (1895)

Nacum Fayéq, bétér me d mawlafle arbac éSne b
Omid, trele mi malfonuto, b niSo d ézze | Bayrut w
gore tamo b ha mab betsawbe. Elo hiye bu zabno d
kétwayle u rényano awkit césri b konun u gamoyo
bi Sato dan alfo w tmonaymo w hammés w tésci
(1895), hawi rdufyo mqgabél dam msihoye bi fnito
gawonoit. Ay yawmotanék galabe hawén casge lu
camo Suryoyo. Fatéryarxo Cabdélmasih Trayono,
megém dé msare u rdufyo b tarte Soce, azze |
Omid. Atiwayle zminuto mu higmuno d Omid, d
kétwa é8me Anis Pasa. Bu mazlano du fatéryarxo
| Omid, as Suryoye di mdito lo hzalle husrono
galabe w i cito d Yoldat Aloho hawyowa betgawso
| ményono rabo dé msihoye. Bétér mé d kali u
rdufyano, u camo d kétwa bi cito d Yoldat Aloho
naféq w azze kul ha manne lu baytayde. Nacum
Fayéq ste cam u camo bi cito wa w grewayle ha

mimro dé ktuwayle lajan u igoro du fatéryarxo.

5. Rdufyo b Omid (1895)

Nacum Fayéq, bétér mu mede d hawi bi fnito
cal u camo msihoyo, ban alfo w tmonaymo w
Set w tésci (1896) azze li mdito d Hémés d Suriya
w msarele nagla hreto bi malfonuto bé hdo
madrasto tamo. Disa soyamwa cuqobe bak ktowe
d kétwayne tamo. U malfono fayés arbco yarhe b
Hémés w me tamo, bu yarho d ilén, azze | Bayrut
w nahét bé hdo dayro ésma Sarfe. Bétér me d
sémle ab buhonayde cal ak ktawyote d kétwayne
bu betarke di dayrate, azze bu darbo du yamo |

Yafa w me tamo ste | Uréslem.

7.B Uréslem

Hiye b Uréslem yotawwa bi dayro d Mor
Marqus. Bu zabnawo i mdabronuto di
dayro b ide d hasyo Jérjis wa. Elo malfono
Nacum Fayéq, inagla d masékle lo kote
cudrono w smoxo mu hasyo lay yolufe d
kétwayne b Bayrut, trele mu hélmayde du
groyo bu betsawbo w dacér | Omid cam
ha mah hawronayde di nécmuto d kétwa

éSme Tomas Mumju.
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8. Gworo w nacime

Bétér me d dacér| Omid gawér cam claymto ésma
Lusi, i barto d Quryaqus XédérSah. Mu gworano
hawén hamso nacime, elo mayiti tloto manne w
fayisi tarte bnote bélhude. At tarte bnotayde bétér

me d gawiri azzén | Amerika.

9. Ktowe catiqge b Marde

Nacum Fayéq ban alfo w tS8acmo w arbac (1904)
disa hawi malfono b Omid. Cam gabe du tewlifo
kotawwa an egaryote d dayroyo Alyas Sakér.

Ban alfo w t8acmo w hammés (1905) cam gudo d
hawrone azze | Marde li dayro du Zacfaran. Nacum
Fayéq trele ak ktowe catige d kétwayne bi dayro
d mibahni w mifatsi. Hiye tamo hule mamlo bu
yawmo du zuyoho du Sultono bu benyono di
hkume d Marde.

10. U Suroyo du aguno umtonoyo
Ban alfo w tS8acmo w tmone (1908) i Sultonuto dac
Cutmanoye mawfaqgla gonuno d sémle Suhlofe
bu kénso. Cam u gonunano hawi rmoso bayn
u camo Suryoyo ste. Nacum Fayéq zédtér gawi
bu rényo d kétwayle w mahwele aguno lajan az
zédge du camayde. Msarele d folah lu goran du
niSo w di politiga d ha hudro, &me Intibah awkit
Ciruto. Ak ktawyote du hudro, hiye kotawwalle.
Bétér b sato msarele b Omid bu tboco di mgalto
d Kawkbo d Madénho. B cayni zabno mdawamwa
bi malfonutayde, obewa turgome, soyamwa
knusye w folahwa lajan d méftohi madrasyote
w matbacyote hate. U zabno kule Sgimoyo wa
bu fulhono folitigoyo du camo w di umtayde.
Mdawamle hawxa b Omid hul li Sato dan alfo w

tS8acmo w tracsar (1912).

1. Mazlo | Amerika

Tre w césri b ilul alfo w tS8acmo w tracsarlajan d
ézze | Amerika naféq me Omid wazze | Bayrut.
Hamso b konun u gamoyo hiye w i igartayde
matén | Amerika. | célto

dé trela Nacum Fayéq d noféq w tore muatro, u
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rdufyo wa d hawi bu zabno dugrobo dé Trablus
d Libya cal ac camemsihoye d taht i Sultonuto
Cutmanayto.Bu zabnawo galdbe mam msihoye

mgalwalle w ha mani ste Nacum Fayéqgwa.

12. B Amerika

Nacum Fayéqg hawiwa msamho galabe maf
fulhone d soyamwa. Ak ktawyotayde méfrosiwa
bam mgale d Intibah w d Kawkbo d Madénho,
d misadriwa | Amerika ste. Kétwa tamo nose
galabe d myaqgriwayle mak ktawyotayde, mawxa
b Amerika ste msarele d forés sfaryawmo las
Suryoye. Obacwa d mahét gésro bayn as Suryoye
d Amerika w du atro. Ban alfo w tSacmo w
éstacsar (1916) mawfaqle sfaryawmo hreno éSme
Betnahrin. Ak ktawyote d gawe méfrosiwa bé tloto
liSone: bu Suryoyo, bu Caraboyo w bu Turkoyo. U
sfaryawmano mdawamle bu froso Set ésne.

Ban alfo w tS8acmo w hdo w césri (1921) Nacum
Fayéq hawi mdabrono dé sfaryawmo hreno, é&sme
Ittihad. Bétér me dé fléhle zabno bu sfaryawmano,
disa ftéhle u sfaryawmo d Betnahrin w mdawamle
bu tewfigayde hul li harayto dah hayayde. Me
gabo folahwa bu sfaryawmo w me gabo hreno
mawfagwa mgale, tobacwa ktowe w mawlafwa u
liSono Suryoyo lan nacime das Suryoye b Amerika.
Obewa yuqgro lac clayme d cébri lah hudre lajan d

gowén bi umtonoyutatte w magweén i hiyutatte.

13. U mawtayde

Ban alfo w tSacmo w Swac w césri (1927) mhasyo
Lusi, i atto d Nacum Fayéq. Tlat ésne bétér mi
attayde, mhase Nacum Fayéq hamso b éswét
alfo w t8acmo w tleti (051930-02-) b New Jersey b

Amerika w sim u cufoyayde b zuyoho rabo.
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Saint Ephrem the Syrian



“the Christian community and minorities
are faced with several options; either to live
under a radical authoritarian regime or to
have some kind of self-administration to
manage their affairs themselves and with
their participation... The truth is in the
decision.”

On the other hand, Oghanna spoke about

what the Kurdistan Regional Government'’s
Ministry of Culture is offering, and its steady
move toward the process of consolidating
the concepts of diversity through its General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts.

For the period of 30-31 January 2024, the
American capital Washington hosted the
International Religious Freedom Conference
(IRFSummit 2024), with the participation of
international human rights and religious
institutions. It was recognised during the
conference that 80% of the world's
suffers  from

population religious

discrimination.

Onthe sidelines of the conference, Oghanna
received an invitation to participate in the

American National Prayer Breakfast, which
will be held tomorrow, Thursday, with the
participation of leaders and representatives
from 140 countries from all over the world.
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Oghanna at Conference on Religious Freedom:

“The Demise of Christians from Iraq Threatens

the Country’s Cultural Identity”

Z IV
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The Director General of Syriac Culture and
Arts in the Iraqgi Kurdistan Region, Kaldo
Ramzi Oghanna, who is participating in the
activities of the International Religious
Freedom Conference IRFSummit2024, held
in Washington, DC, confirmed that the
disappearance of Christians from Iraq also
threatens the disappearance of the country’s
cultural identity.

On Tuesday 30 January 2024, Oghanna
participated in the sessions of the World
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Religious Freedom Conference and spoke
about the Middle East through the eyes of
minorities. During his speech, he referred to
the intellectual and cultural renaissance to
which Christians in Iraq contributed by
creating a diverse cultural identity in the
country.

Oghanna added, “With the disappearance
of Christians from Iraq, this cultural identity
that characterises a diverse Iraq will be
threatened with disappearance,’ noting that
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Syriac Cultural Directorate Visits and
Appreciates the Role of Institutions in
Ankawa

On Monday 22 January 2024, a delegation from
the General Directorate of Syriac Culture and
Arts, headed by its Director General, Kaldo
Ramzi Oghanna, visited a number of official
institutions and departments in Ankawa, in
order to thank and appreciate their efforts in
supporting the Ankawa Christmas Festival,
which was held late last December.

The visit included the Ankawa Asayish
Directorate, Mayor of Ankawa Municipality,
Ankawa Electricity Maintenance Department
and Ankawa Traffic Division. During his meeting
with the officials of these institutions, Oghanna
appreciated their great role in the success of

the Ankawa Christmas Festival activities in
each of its locations, and presented awards of
appreciation to them in honour of their efforts.

During the visits conducted by the directorate’s
delegation, Oghanna stressed the importance
of cooperation between institutions for the
success of such public events that are held
annually in Ankawa.

The visiting delegation included the General
Director of Syriac Culture and Arts, Kaldo Ramzi
Oghanna, member of the festival's supreme
authority, Sarmad Jalal, and a number of the
directorate’s employees.
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Syriac Cultural Directorate Hosts
Researcher Hussein Saadoun in
Dialogue Session on Reading
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On Sunday 14 January 2024, the Syriac Library
of the Kurdistan Regional Government’s General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts hosted
Iragi researcher and reader Hussein Saadoun, in
a dialogue session on the reading crisis in the
age of digitisation, in the hall of the Syriac
Heritage Museum in Ankawa.

The session was moderated by artist Imad
Sobeih. During it, researcher Hussein Saadoun
discussed a number of obstacles facing reading
nowadays, with the entry of social networking
sites into most aspects of life and the gradual
shift toward technology and digitisation,
indicating that authors and writers must keep
pace with this transformation to prevent the
loss of their intellectual and literary productions
to their readers and followers.
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Saadoun stressed that social media has greatly
affected paper printing, pointing out that the
reader at present does not want long books and
novels, as the reader’s mood is accustomed to
short posts on social media in the virtual world.
At the dialogue session’s conclusion, the floor
was opened to the attendees, and the lecturer
interacted with them, answering their inquiries
and questions.

The session was attended by the Regional
Government's Transport and Communication
Minister Anu Jawhar Abdoka, the Regional
Government's Director General of Syriac Culture
and Arts Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, in addition to a
group of those interested in culture and
literature.
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in Ankawa. He, in turn, gave a speech in
which he extended his appreciation for the
role of all the agencies, activities and
institutions that participated in holding this
annual festival.

In his speech, Abdoka specifically thanked
the Kurdistan Regional Government, headed
by Prime Minister Mr. Masrour Barzani, the
Governor of Erbil and District Governor of
Ankawa, as well as the Director General of
Syriac Culture and Arts, who bore the bulk
of the festival's organisation.

The closing ceremony included the
distribution of appreciation awards to the
festival's supporters and sponsors: Ankawa
Social Academic Centre, Ankawa Social
Youth Club, Ankawa Radio, MG Automotive
Company, West Eye Hospital, Kurdistan
Vape, Evident Group, Erbil Fly Company,
Galaxy Hall and Hyksos Hotel, in addition to
the members of the festival's organising
committee.

The last day of the festival included artistic,
musical, and singing performances, as well
as traditional dances, which were interacted
with by the audience, who were not deterred
by the cold weather from participating in the
festival's activities until the late hours after

News

ladsn

midnight.

On the last day of the festival, the artists
George Mansour, who came from Canada,
and Zana Majeed, performed a number of
songs that the audience interacted with.
The Kurdish artist Alend Hazim concluded
the concert with a bouquet of Syriac and
Kurdish songs, inflaming the young
audience present.

It is worth noting that the third annual
Ankawa Christmas Festival, the activities of
which were launched on the 22nd of last
December in the presence of an official
delegation from the Kurdistan Regional
Government, was held under the auspices
of the General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts and the Ankawa District Mayor,
with the participation of a number of youth
and social civil society organisations in
Ankawa.
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Ankawa Concludes Third Christmas
Festival with Stunning Party

On Monday 2 January 2024, the third annual
Ankawa Christmas Festival concluded its
activities, which had lasted for 10 days
duringthe Christmas and New Year holidays,
in the gardens of Ankawa'’s Social Academic
Centre.

The Director General of Syriac Culture and
Arts in the Iragi Kurdistan Region, Kaldo
Ramzi Oghanna, gave a speech on the
occasion of the festival's closing, in which
he stressed that, “the festival hosted by the
city of Ankawa is an affirmation of the
civilization and culture of our people, noting
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that, “the festival carries within it a
humanitarian message of love and peace.”

Oghanna announced during his speech that,
next summer, Ankawa will witness the
holding of an international version of this
festival underthetitle: “Ankawa International
Festival,’ noting that Ankawa deserves to
hold many festivals annually.

At the end of his speech, Oghanna praised
the role of the regional government's
Transport and Communications Minister,
Anu Jawhar Abdoka, in supporting and
assisting the festival and all activities held
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Syriac Cultural Directorate participates
in Funeral of Syriac director Tahir Said

The Director General of Syriac Culture

and Arts in the Iraqgi Kurdistan Region,
Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, participated in
the funeral ceremony of Syriac director
Tahir Said Matti, which was held on
Saturday 30 December 2023, at the
Queen of Peace Syriac Catholic Church
District Centre, Erbil
Governorate. After the church ceremony,

in Ankawa

the deceased was buried in his final
resting place at the Hope Cemetery in

Ankawa, in the presence of a crowd of
his fans and friends.

It is worth noting that the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts
mourns Syriac director Tahir Said Matti,
who passed away, at dawn on Friday 29
December 2023, as a result of a sudden
heart attack that claimed his life in the
Ankawa district of Erbil Governorate.
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On its Third Day... The Ankawa
Christmas Festival Shares the Holidays
with the Elderly

The third day of the Ankawa Christmas
Festival, Monday 25 December 2023, began
its activities at Hope Nursing Home for the
Elderly in Ankawa, with a party in which the
homes residents shared their joy on the
occasion of Christmas and the New Year.

The Director General of Syriac Culture and
Arts in the Iragi Kurdistan Region, Kaldo
Ramzi Oghanna, participated in the ceremony,
accompanied by the great artist Yousif Aziz,
who presented a number of songs and
musical pieces. This entertained the elderly,
who interacted with the melodies through
their participation in the activities and
traditional dances presented by members of
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the Directorate's Syriac Arts Ensemble. These
activities brought happiness and joy to the
hearts of the residents of the complex for the
elderly in Ankawa District Centre, Erbil
Governorate.

It is worth noting that the third annual Ankawa
Christmas Festival, held under the auspices
of the Ankawa District Mayor and the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts, with
the participation of a number of youth and
social civil society organisations, continues
for 10 days during the Christmas and New
Year holidays in the gardens of the Social
Academic Center in Ankawa.
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stressed that, “Ankawa has become the
crucible that brings together not only the
Christians of the Kurdistan Region and Iraq,
but also those in other countries,” pointing
out that, “Our duty today is to spread the
message that Jesus Christ taught us, the
message of peace and love. We are a living
people despite the circumstances we are
facing.”

Oghanna explained, “The festival this year

is distinguished in providing job
opportunities for young people by offering
them free places to support their work, in
addition to the presence of more than 28
stalls for youth handicrafts,’ indicating that
this is the ultimate goal of the festival.

At the conclusion of his speech, Oghanna
praised the role of the festival's participating
and sponsoring parties: Ankawa District
Mayor, the Social Academic Center in
Ankawa, the Ankawa Social Youth Club,
West Eye Hospital, Erbil Fly Company and
MG Motors. He additionally noted that the
Ankawa Christmas Festival is one of the
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largest and most prestigious festivals in the
world, and it is held annually in the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region.

Then, the Regional Government's Transport
and Communications Minister, Anu Jawhar
Abdoka, delivered a speech in which he
praised those working in organising the
festival. This was followed by religious
hymns performed by the Ornina Academy
Band, then traditional dances in which
members of the Syriac Arts Ensemble
participated.

The first day of the festival continued its
activities with artistic, musical, singing and
traditional activities until midnight.

It is worth noting that the third annual
Ankawa Christmas Festival, held under the
auspices of Ankawa District Mayor and the
General Directorate of Syriac Culture and
Arts with the participation of a number of
youth and social civil society organisations,
continues for 10 days during the Christmas
and New Year holidays, in the gardens of the
Social Academic Centre in Ankawa.
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Launch of Ankawa Christmas Festival's
Activities amid Large Official and Public
Presence

The activities of the third Ankawa Christmas
Festival were launched in Ankawa District
Centre on Friday 22 December 2023, amid
an official presence from the Kurdistan
Regional Government and a large crowd in
the gardens of the Ankawa Social Academic

Centre.

The opening ceremony was attended by a
large official delegation from the regional
included Interior

government, which

Minister Reber Ahmed, Transport and

221

Communications Minister Anu Jawhar
Abdoka, Erbil Governor Omid Khoshnaw,
Foreign Relations Department head Safin
Dizayi, Media and Information Department
head Dr. Jotyar Adil, and regional
government spokesman Peshwa Hawrami.

The ceremony began its activities with a
performance by the General Directorate’s
Syriac Arts Ensemble, followed by a speech
fromthe Directorate, delivered by its Director
General, Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, in which he
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As for the evening segment of the festival's
last day, it included two theatrical
performances, as on the previous day - the
first by the Institute of Fine Arts (Qaraqosh),
titled: “Mim,” scripted and directed by
Wisam Nouh Boutros, and performed by
Khalid Majeed Tobia, Rama Basem Bashir,
and Wasim Thaer Khader.

As for the second play, it was by the Bema
Ensemble, and was titled “Karwa,” written
and directed by Thamir Mikhail Bataq and
starring Anas Zuhair Hanan.

After the theatrical performances, the
Barmaya Syriac Ensemble, coming from the
Syrian city of Qamishli, presented a show of
folk dances drawn from our people’s
heritage, after which the festival's final
statement was read by the jury. It included a
number of recommendations and proposals
for developing and sustaining Syriac theatre
in Iraq.

At the conclusion of the closing ceremony,
which was held in the hall of the Chaldean
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Culture Society, the festival's appreciation
awards were distributed to the president
and members of the jury, as well as the
festival's president, theatre critic and

novelist Sabah I_-Iormu_z al-Shani.

As for the festival awards, they were
distributed as follows: Best Script for the
play “Zuwagha Kharaya,” Best Actor Anas
Oulu for the play “Karwa,’ Best Actress Evin
Baherfortheplay “Tobias,’BestScenography
for the play “Zuwagha Kharaya,” and Best
Director to Dr. Nashat Mubarak for the play
“The Firewood Rituals.”

The festival administration decided to
award the Most Promising Actor award to
Wasim Thaer Khidhr for the play “Mim.”

It is worth noting that the inaugural Syriac
Theatre Festival was launched in the
Ankawa district on Thursday 14 December
2023, in the presence of a large group of
Iraqi, Kurdish and Syriac artists and
playwrights, at the hall of the Chaldean
Culture Society in Ankawa.
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First Syriac Theatre Festival Concludes
with Distribution of Prizes to Winners

On the evening of Saturday 16 December
2023, the activities of the inaugural Syriac

Theater Festival, organised by the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts in the
Iragi Kurdistan Region during the period of
14 to 16 December in Erbil Governorate’s
Ankawa district, concluded.

The festival's third and final day began its
activities with a morning discussion panel,
in the hall of the Hyksos Hotel, titled: “Dr.
Awni  Karrumi, A Journey Full of
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Achievements and Visions,” presented by
the Director of Theatres in the Federal
Ministry of Cultures Cinema and Theatre
Department, Raed al-Muhsin, and Iraqi
theater director, artist Ibrahim al-Hanun.

At the discussion session's conclusion, Dr.
Awni Karrumi's family was honored with the
festival's award. This was received by Mrs.
Nadia Karrumi, representing the doctor's
family.
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presentation of the play “Yusuf al-Siddiq”
(Joseph the Righteous). This was directed

by Fr. Marie Joseph and presented on 4
October 1874 at the Latin Fathers’ School in
Baghdad.

In his talk, al-Rubaie also mentioned
children’s theatre, stressing that the first
printed theatrical text in Iraq was “Latif and
Khoshaba,” indicating that theatre in Iraq
was established, started, and founded on
the shoulders of the Syriacs.

Then, Dr. Nashat Mubarak spoke about
“Symbols of the Establishment in Syriac
theatre,’ pointing out that the important
base that Syriac theatre possesses is the
base of religious rituals. This is because
these Church celebrations contain a set of
data that can be circulated in theatrical
performance, which is present in the
religious mass, through the priest and the
laity.

Mubarak added that celebration in Syriac
theatreis based onthelegacies we possess.
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Through these, we can establish Syriac
theatre, because it has its own originality, as
well as cultural, social and religious
components.

At the end of the discussion session, Dr.
Musab Ibrahim delivered a paper titled:
“The Identity of Syriac Theatre between
Tradition and Consolidation.”

As for the evening segment, it included two
theatrical performances — the first by the
Qaraqosh Theater Ensemble, titled: “The
Firewood Ritual,’ written by Ibrahim Yuhanna
Golan and directed by Dr. Nashat Mubarak
Sliwa, and performed by Wisam Khidhr
Musa, Musab Ibrahim Muhammad, Saddam
Salem Hanna, Maral Sabah, Dima Matti,
Mary Majid and Melissa Ammar.

As forthe second play, it was by the Shimsha
Acting Group and was called “Tobias." It
was directed by Latif Numan, assisted by
Anas Oulu and Juan Sevan, while Latif
Numan, Ivan Saadi, Hadir Kunda and Avin
Baher participated in its performance.

It is worth noting that the inaugural Syriac
Theatre Festival, organised by the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts in the
Iragi Kurdistan Region during the period 14
to 16 December, included a number of
theatrical events and discussion panels in
whichanelite group of artists and academics
interested in theatrical affairs participated.
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Syriac Theatre Festival Continues its
Activities for Second Day

The activities of the second day of the

inaugural Syriac Theatre Festival, organised
by the General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region during
the period 14 to 16 December in Erbil
Governorates Ankawa District Centre,
continued on Friday 15 December 2023.

The second day began its activities with a
morning discussion, in the hall of the Hyksos
“Theatrical

Hotel, centered around
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Leadership in Iraq... Syriac Leadership.” It
was presented by the former Dean of the
University of Babylon's Faculty of Fine Arts,
Dr. Ali al-Rubaie, and the Dean of the
University of Mosul's Faculty of Fine Arts,
Dr. Nashaat Mubarak.

Dr. Ali al-Rubaie spoke about an important
stage in the history of Syriac theatre,
pointing out that the Syriacs’ first theatrical
performance in Iraq was through the
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During the ceremony, five of our peoples
theatre pioneers, from various regions in
Iraq, were honoured. These were led by the
great expatriate artist Romeo Yousif, who
sent an audio speech in which he addressed
the audience, congratulating this great
artistic festival, as well as the efforts made
to hold it. In addition, the artists lkhlas Matti,
the late Dinha Buya, Basil Shamaya, and
Zuhair ‘Abd al-Masih Abdoka were honoured
for their efforts, contributions, and artistic
and creative offerings in the field of theatre.
During its activities, the festival also
honoured the great Syrian Syriac artist
Iskandar Aziz Qulinj, who hails from the
Syrian city of Qamishli, for his efforts,
contributions, long  journey, and
distinguished artistic contributions in the
field of theatre.

The festival organisers did not forget to

honour Dr. Ahmad Hasan Musa for his role
in blending Iraqi cultures and arts, as well as
building bridges between Arab and Syriac
theatre. He was also chosen as Chairman
of the Festival’s jury due to the important
innovations he presented during his work
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as General Director of the Cinema and
Theatre Department and President of the
Baghdad International Theatre Festival for
several terms.

Atthe conclusion of the honouring activities,

the General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts additionally honoured the
management of the Chaldean Culture
Society for hosting the First Syriac Theatre
Festival's activities.

The first day concluded its activities with a
theatrical performance by the Shimsha
Theatre

Kharaya.”

Ensemble titled: “Zuwagha

It is worth noting that the inaugural Syriac
Theatre Festival, organised by the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts in the
Iragi Kurdistan Region during the period 14
to 16 December, included a number of
theatrical events and discussion panels in
whichanelite group of artistsand academics
interested in theatrical affairs participated.
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“the Directorate seeks to advance Syriac
theatre by activating its activities and
working to reactivate its role through
supporting our people’s talented young
playwrights,’ noting that, “the Syriacs are
the pioneers of the theatrical movement in
the homeland, and they are credited with
the presentation of the first theatrical

performance in Iraq, in the city of Mosul in
1890

In his speech, Oghanna praised the role of
the Kurdistan Regional Government and the
person of its President, Mr. Masrour Barzani,
for their continued support of Syriac
creators, as well as their cultural and artistic
activities.

At the conclusion of his speech, Oghanna
pointed out that the directorate seeks with
this step to, “extend a strong bridge between
the Syriac theatrical scene and the Kurdish
and Iraqi scenes,’ explaining that, “our
festivalis a starting point for future theatrical
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activities and events”

Then, the Regional Government's Deputy
and Youth Minister,
Salahuddin, delivered the ministry’s speech

Culture Aryan
in which he praised the directorate’s work
and the activities it organises, followed by
the viewing of a short film about the history
of Syriac theatre and the stages it has gone

through.

Then the head of the festival, theatre critic
and novelist Sabah Hormuz al-Shani, took
the stage to announce the launch of the
festival's activities, introducing the members
of the jury that was chosen, headed by Dr.
Ahmad Hasan Musa, with Dr. Mansur
Numan Najm, Dr. Balgis al-Doski, artist
Rafiq Nuri, and theatre critic Hama Siwar
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With a Large Artistic Presence... Launch
of Syriac Theatre Festival's Activities in
Ankawa

The activities of theinaugural Syriac Theatre
Festival were launched in Ankawa district
centre on Thursday 14 December 2023, in
the presence of a large group of Iraqi,
Kurdish and Syriac artists and playwrights,
at the hall of the Chaldean Culture Society in
Ankawa.

The opening ceremony began its activities
with a segment performed by the Syriac
Barmaya Ensemble that had come from the

oy L
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Syrian city of Qamishli, titled “Bakhdida’s
Pain.’ The enthusiasm the ensemble revived
through its folkloric dances, simulating the
tragedy of the Bakhdida Fire, made the
audience interact with applause and
encouragement.

This was followed by a speech from the
General Directorate of Syriac Culture and
Arts, delivered by its General Director Kaldo
Ramzi Oghanna, in which he stressed that,
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his speech in which he pointed out that “the
doors of the General Directorate are open
for cooperation with all institutions and
intellectuals among our people who, despite
their estrangement, the Directorate will
continue to fulfill its duty toward them,
stressing that these activities that the
Directorate is holding come from the
unlimited support of the Kurdistan Regional
Government in the person of its President,
Mr. Masrour Barzani. Despite the difficult
economic conditions that the region is
going through, its support continues for
Syriac intellectuals and artists, not only in
the Kurdistan Region and Iraq, but in
neighboring countries as well.

Then, Fr. Andrew Khazaal, who attended as

a representative of the Syriac Orthodox
Archdiocese of Mount Lebanon and Tripoli,
gave his speech, after which the festival
activities continued, which began with a
hymn by the child Malak Shukri and then
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another hymn by the young woman Lavinia
Adam, after which the young artist Jad al-
Haddad performed a solo performance on
the oud titled “Baghdad is Burning.”’

-3

After that, a number of poets continued to

recite their poems in Syriac and Arabic, with
three poets from lIraq participating: the
poets Ramzi Hormuz Yako, Issam Shaba
Filfil, and Ablahad Yako, in addition to the
young poet and storyteller Micheline
Boutros from Lebanon.

The festival's activities included a number
of artistic performances, some of which
were performed by the young artist Youssef
Samir and others by the young man Nawar
Jamil. The festival concluded with the
distribution of gifts of appreciation to the
participants in addition to the preparatory
committee that participated in its
preparation and organization.
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The First Cultural Festival for our
Expatriate People'sCreators Concludes
its Activities in Lebanon

On Friday 8 December 2023, the activities
of the first cultural festival for our expatriate
people’s creators in Lebanon, organized by
the Kurdistan
General Directorate of Syriac Culture and

Regional Government's
Arts in cooperation with the Syriac League
in Lebanon, concluded under the slogan
“The Syriac Creator Shines Without Borders,’
at St. Jacob of Serugh Hall in the Sabtiyeh
area of the capital Beirut.

The festival was opened with a speech by
the Syriac League, delivered by its president,

Habib Afram, in which he pointed out, “We
are one blood, one cause, whose title is
freedom, citizenship, and equality. Our bet,
despite all the difficulties, is to remain in our
land,” stressing that “the East is our land,
and the sky is also part of our faith. It is
difficult for us talk about taking root in a
time of siege and humiliation, but there is
no alternative to it.”

Then, the Director General of Syriac Culture

and Arts, Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, delivered
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Director General of Syriac Culture and Arts
Participates in Conference on "Religious
Pluralism in Iraq"

Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, Director General of
Syriac Culture and Arts in the Iraqi Kurdistan
Region, participated in the proceedings of
the conference "Religious Pluralismin Iraq...
Managing Diversity and the Challenges of
Difference,' which was held by the Palace of
Conferences Department on Monday 27
November 2023, at the Muhammad Rida al-
Shabibi Hall. This was in the presence of a
number of officials, representatives,
advisors, as well as cultural, social, and

religious figures.
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The conference activities included two
dialogue sessions on cultural, social and
educational diversity and ways to build and
support peaceful coexistence. During the
closing ceremony, the General Directorate
of Syriac Culture and Arts was honored with
a conference plaque in appreciation of its
supportive role and active contribution. The
Director General of the Conference Palace
Department, Dr. Montaser Sabah al-
Hasnawi, presented this to General Director
Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna.



Jluily

News

ladsy

“Tobias,” a New Syriac Play

As part of its activities in support of
Syriac theatre, the General Directorate of
Syriac Culture and Arts’ Shimsha Acting
Troupe presented the play “Tobias” on
the stage of the Chaldean Culture
Association in Ankawa district centre on
the evening of Friday 24 November
2023, amid the presence of a massive
audience.

It is worth noting that the play “Tobias” is
adapted from a text by American writer

Glenn Hughes, directed by Latif Numan
Siyawish, and starring Hadir Kunda, Ivan
Saadi, Avin Baher, and a number of male
and female artists from the Shimsha
Troupe.

The presentation came in cooperation
between the General Directorate of
Syriac Culture and Arts, the Chaldean
Culture Association, and the Social
Academic Center.
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“The Role of Culture in the Reality of Climate
Change,” a Lecture organised by the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts

The General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts organised a lecture on “The
Role of Culture in the Reality of Climate
Change” by Dr. Montaser Sabah aAl-
Hasnawi, Iraqi Federal Government's
Director General of the Palace of
Conferences Department and Head of
the Climate Change Team at Culture,
Tourism and Antiquities Ministry. The
lecture was held at the Syriac Heritage
Museum'’s hall in Ankawa, on the evening
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of Thursday 23 November 2023.

The lecturer touched on the topic of
climate change and its impact on Iraq
and the world. He also addressed the
problem of global warming and the
concerns resulting from the effects of
the expanding drought in Iraq, as well as
its connection to irrigation systems and
traditional agriculture, especially in
central and southern Iraq.
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Distinguished Artist, Linda George,
Hosted by Syriac Cultural Directorate

Director

Kaldo Ramazi
General of Syriac Culture and Arts in
the Iraqi Kurdistan Region, received
our people’s great artist Linda George,
in the General Directorate’s building in
Ankawaonthemorning of Wednesday
22 November 2023.

Oghanna,

Oghanna gave a brief explanation to
theartistaboutthe GeneralDirectorate
of Syriac Culture and Arts’ various

activities, as well as its contributions
to providing the Syriac cultural reality
with everything new and beautiful.

The artist expressed her appreciation
for the General Directorate’s efforts
and her willingness to continue
cooperating with it in its upcoming
activities.
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Assyrian-Chaldean Representative
in Iran’'s Shura Council visits Syriac
Heritage Museum in Ankawa

AN =S LU aficates Sed

o Fasamn das Laaad L

Ty Fosa dedu Fasioam ol caacg

e

Charlie Anviyeh, representative of the
Assyrians-Chaldeans in the Iranian Shura
Council, accompanied by the Kurdistan

Regional Government’s Transport and
Communications Minister, Anu Jawhar
Abdoka, visited the Syriac Heritage Museum
in Ankawa on Sunday 12 November 2023.
He was received by Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna,
Director General of Syriac Culture and Arts
in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region, and Bernard
Youssef, Director of Heritage and the Syriac
Museum.
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The guest wandered through the museum’s
corridors and viewed its collections,
expressing his admiration for the exhibits,
especially the historical mural and traditional
costumes, as well as the cultural hall
containing pictures and brief biographies of
our people’s creative, influential and
thinkers.

Anviyeh expressed his appreciation for the
role played by the Syriac Heritage Museum
in Ankawa by writing a brief speech in the
visitors' logbook.
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importance of freedom of the press for
the development of its work.

This was followed with a speech by the

Union of Syriac Authors and Writers,
delivered by Rawand Paulus, the Union's
president, during which he touched upon
the historical connection of the Syriac
language with churches and monasteries
and its adoption of a religious character,
pointing out its need for modernisation
and keeping pace with the requirements
of the times, as well as translation to
reach a wider audience. Recalling a
number of Syriac newspapers and
magazines published throughout history,
he called for the advancement of our
Syriac press and the development of its
tools.

Two congratulatory messages were then
read on this occasion, sent by the head
of the Iragi Journalists Syndicate,
Mu'ayad al-Lami, and the Secretary-
General of the Union of Writers and
Authors in Iraq, Omar al-Saray.
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After this, a dialogue session began,

moderated by journalist Georgina
Behnam Habbaba, with the participation
of Bishop Dr. Yousif Toma, pastor of the
Chaldean Catholic Diocese of Kirkuk and
Sulaymaniyah, speaking about “My
Experience with the Christian Thought
Magazine in Iraq,’ as well as journalist
Nassim Sadiq speaking about “The
Syriac Media: Where it Stands Regarding
our Current Issues.” The floor was then
given to the audience's questions and
which the

answered at length and with open arms.

interventions, speakers

The celebration also witnessed the

opening of a Syriac Publications
Exhibition, held in cooperation between
the Syriac Writers Union and the Syriac
Cultural Library of the General Directorate
of Syriac Culture and Arts, including a
variety of Syriac books and publications

by the Union and General Directorate.
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moderated by media personality Nina
Hormiz, began with a speech by the
General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts delivered by its Director General,
Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna. In this, he
indicated that, “We are meeting today to
celebrate the 174th anniversary of the
publication of the first newspaper in the
Syriac language. This day has great
meanings and connotations for us. Our
gathering every year is not only for
remembrance and celebration, but also
for us to stand, contemplate, and
remember those heroes who sacrificed
what was precious for the sake of the
free word, and did not even hold back
with their pure blood, so that our people's
word would be heard today throughout

the entire world.”

He recalled those who fought for the
free word: Ashur Yusuf of Kharput and
Youkhanna Moshe in Urmi, Bashar Hilmi
al-Boruji in Diyarbakir, and Freidoun
Athuraya, who was executed in the
Soviet Union. He called for combating
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ignorance among our people through
journalistic work, and recalled the
Bakhdida wedding tragedy as well as the
media coverage that accompanied it.

He stressed the role of the Kurdistan

Regional Government, especially the
role of Prime Minister Masrour Barzani,
in allowing freedom of journalistic work.
He reiterated that the doors of his
directorate are open to everyone for
joint, collective work for our people's
benefit.

This was followed with a speech by Azad
Hama Amin, head of the Kurdistan
Journalists Syndicate, at the beginning
of which he congratulated the Syriac
journalists on this occasion, and pointed
to the historicity of the event and the
publication of Zahrire d-Bahra in the
mother tongue, the predecessor to the
Baghdad,
expressing his regret at the isolation of

Zawraa newspaper in

the Syriac press regarding the Syriac
side only. He additionally pointed out the
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General Directorate of Syriac Culture and
Arts Sponsors Celebration of General Union
of Syriac Authors and Writers on Occasion
of Syriac Journalism Day

Under the auspices of the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts in
the Iraqi Kurdistan Region, the General
Union of Syriac Authors and Writers held
a celebration on the occasion of Syriac
Journalism Day, the 174th anniversary
of the birth of the first Syriac newspaper
Zahrire d-Bahra (Rays of Light). This took
place on Wednesday 1 November 2023,
at the hall of the Hyksos Hotel in Ankawa,
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in the presence of a number of bishops,

priests, former and current

parliamentarians, administrative
officials, as well as an elite group of our

people's intellectuals.

After holding a minute of silence to
mourn the souls of the martyrs of free
speech and Syriac journalism, the
ceremony, the program of which was
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will be on the verge of a new link in the
chain of cooperation and success with
our partners and friends, with all the
training and educational activities and
events it entails, through qualifying
cadres capable of introducing the
coming generations of our people to the
heritage of our ancestors, and equipping
them to be more attached to it.”

On behalf of the Kurdistan Regional
Government’s General Directorate of
Syriac Culture and Arts, and on behalf of
all partners, he thanked the American
people for their generous support, the
American mission in Iraq, which through
theUnited States Agencyforinternational
Development (USAID) continues its
interest in the cultural heritage of
minorities in Irag and the Kurdistan
Region, as well as all those who have
contributed to the project’s success. He
also thanked the regional government,
especially Prime Minister Masrour
Barzani, for their constant support and

assistance.
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Then came a speech by Peter Herdrich,
founding partner of the Antiquities
Alliance, in which he thanked all partners
and friends who cooperated with the
Alliance in making this project a success.
While Dr. Alda Benjamin from the
University of Dayton, Ohio, and the
project’s research director, touched in
her speech on the importance of
education in the second phase of the
project, and its connection to preserving
the rich heritage and authentic culture of
the people of this country who have
faced marginalisation, displacement
and genocide, but seek to preserve the
legacy of their ancestors and pass it on

to their children.

In conclusion, the guests visited a mini-
exhibition depicting stages of the project
as an expression of thanks and
appreciation for the efforts of the United
States Agency for International
Development (USAID), the Antiquities
Coalition, and other partners in the
American mission.
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Heritage and the Museum, during which
he welcomed the attendees and praised
what the project had accomplished in its
first phase, as well as the modernisations
that affected
Museum. He expressed his happiness

the Syriac Heritage

for the continuation of work in its second
phase, rejoicing in its success and

services.

This was followed with a speech by the

American Consul General, at the
beginning of which he praised “the
amazing leadership and vision of our
hosts Kaldo Ramzi, General Director of
Syriac Culture and Arts, and Bernard
Youssef, Director of the Syriac Heritage
Museum,” expressing pride in supporting

the work in this important museum.

He pointed to the pioneering role played
by the Christian community in the history
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of Iraq and in Iraqi society in general,
and in enriching the country’s religious
and cultural heritage, in addition to its
diversity. He added, “It is my pleasure to
join you here today, to celebrate another
grant of one million dollars in funding
from the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID), to
preserve the diverse cultural heritage in
Iraq.

Following this was a speech by the
Director General of Syriac Culture and
Arts, Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, in which he
discussed the fruits of the first phase of
cooperation with the aforementioned
partners and its wonderful results,
“aspects of which we can see today in
the museum’s halls, and otherwise on its
official website, which is presented in
four languages: Syriac, Kurdish, Arabic

and English.”

He touched on the launch of the second
phase of this project, through which “we
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Syriac Heritage Museum Celebrates Launch

of Second Phase of Project “Preserving the

Cultural Heritage of Minority Communities
in Iraq”

The Syriac Heritage Museum in Ankawa
District Centre witnessed the launching
ceremony of the second phase of the
project “Preserving the Cultural Heritage
of Minority Communities in Iraq” in
cooperation with the United States
Agency for International Development
(USAID) and the Antiquities Coalition, on
the morning of Sunday 15 October 2023.
This took place in the presence of
Government

Kurdistan Regional
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Transport and Communications Minister
Anu Jawhar, US Consul General in Erbil
Mark Straw, District
Commissioner Rami Nuri, as well as a

Ankawa

number of current and former
parliamentarians, administrative and
government officials, and department

directors in Ankawa.

The ceremony began with a speech by
Bernard Youssef, Director of Syriac
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of his beloved town of Ankawa and never
leaving it, after he sought during the
course of his literary life to immortalise
it and document its news and history in

his writings.”

He praised the deceased’s virtues, his
role as a virtuous educator, his literary
and intellectual productions, his
contributions as a writer in Banipal
magazine, and his constant presence in
the seminars that the directorate
regularly organised. He added, “We are
all confident that they will perpetuate his

memory for many generations to come.”

This was followed with a speech from

the Chaldean Culture Society, given by
Sabah Shamiya, during which he

recounted the biography of the deceased.
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Then, the poet Gorgis Nabati delivered a

memorial poem on the occasion,
followed by a speech from the Syriac
Writers Union, delivered by Union Vice
President Akkad Murad, which addressed

the role of the deceased in cultural life

and his literary contributions.

The writer Peter Nabati and Dr. Kawthar
Najib also presented life testimonies
about their lived experience with the
deceased, followed by a speech from
the deceased's family read by his
grandson, Dr. Anmar Nizar, in which he
thanked those responsible for organising
this memorial ceremony and expressed
his appreciation to all of its participants.
The program concluded with the

presentation of musical pieces.
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Syriac Cultural Directorate holds Memorial
Ceremony for Late Writer Nuri Boutros

The General Directorate of Syriac Culture

and Arts, in cooperation with the
Chaldean
memorial ceremony for the late writer
Nuri Boutros Atto at the hall of the
Chaldean Culture Society in Ankawa

Culture Society, held a

district centre on the evening of Monday
9 October 2023, and in the presence of a
number of parliamentarians,
administrative and government officials,

the family of the deceased, and a crowd
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of his friends and admirers.

The ceremony began with a minute of
silence to mourn the soul of the deceased
and the souls of the martyrs of the
Bakhdida wedding tragedy. In the speech
of the General Directorate of Syriac
Culture and Arts, its General Director
Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna said, “Here is the
author of ‘The Flying Ankawi, arriving at
his final stop, to rest in peace in the arms
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Director General of Syriac Culture and Arts
Participates in Funeral Mass Dedicated to
Victims of Bakhdida Tragedy

Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, Director
General of Syriac Culture and Arts in
the Iraqi Kurdistan Region,
participated in a funeral mass held by
Syriac Catholic Patriarch Mor Ignatius
Joseph Ill Younan in commemoration
of the victims of the Bakhdida
wedding tragedy, at the Church of
Sts. Behnam and Sarah in the al-
Fanar neighbourhood of the Lebanese
capital Beirut, in the presence of

Syriac Orthodox Patriarch Mor
Ignatius Aphrem Il Karim, on the
morning of Friday 29 September
2023.

It is worth noting that the Syriac town
of Bakhdida bid farewell to the victims
of the tragic fire that broke out in a
wedding hall, causing a large number
of deaths, and the fate of many is still
unknown.
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Syriac Cultural Directorate Contributes to
Launch of Syriac Album by Lebanese Artist
Layal Nehme

Lebanese artist Layal Nehme recently
performed an artistic evening on the
stage of the Pierre Abi Khater Theater at
St. Joseph University in the Lebanese
capital, Beirut, during which she launched
her album, which included 8 songs in the
Syriac language, titled “Colorful Dreams.”

The General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts in the Iragi Kurdistan Region
contributed to supporting the artist,
Layal Nehme, by launching the new
album, which was sponsored by the
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Syriac League in Lebanon.

During the evening, Layal sang a number
of her songs in Syriac, Arabic, English,
French, Hindi and Armenian.

The evening was attended by the Director
General of Syriac Culture and Arts, Kaldo
Ramzi Oghanna, in addition to political,
diplomatic, cultural and media figures
interested in Syriac culture and literature
in the Levant.
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Director General of Syriac Culture and Arts
Participates in Annual Chaldean Community
Foundation Dinner in Michigan

Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, Director General
of Syriac Culture and Arts in the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region, participated in the
annual dinner held by the Chaldean
Community Foundation in the city of
Detroit, Michigan (USA), on Friday 22
September 2023.

Oghanna’s participation came within a
delegation from the Kurdistan Regional
included the
Transport and Communications Minister,

Government, which

Anu Jawhar, and representative of the

Regional Government in Washington,
Tarifa Aziz.

It is worth noting that the Chaldean
Community Foundation is an
organization that provides humanitarian

and social services.

It was established in 2006 in the state of
Michigan, which has thelargest Chaldean
communityin the United States of
America, and it holds this dinner party as
an annual tradition.
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Honoring the General Directorate of Syriac
Culture and Arts at the “Sons of Peace
Meeting” Festival

Fouad Shimoun, Director of
Administration and Autonomy at
the General Directorate of Syriac
Culture and Arts, participated in
the launching ceremony of the
fourth annual Youth Festival “Sons
of Peace Meeting” of the Syriac
Orthodox Church in Iraq, on Friday
22 September 2023, in the
presence of a number of bishops,
priests, and a crowd of young
people.
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On behalf of the Director General
of Syriac Culture and Arts, Shimoun
received the honorary festival
award presented by Bishop
Nicodemus Matta Sharaf,
metropolitan of the Syriac
Orthodox Diocese of Mosul, Kirkuk
and Iraqi Kurdistan, to the General
Directorate in appreciation of its
efforts in supporting the festival
and other cultural activities.
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His Beatitude praised the efforts of all
the Directorate's employees, especially
its General Director, and pointed out that
the General Directorate’s building,
although small and modest, contains
wonderful and effective cadres whose
creativity transcended the place’s
limitations. He hoped that the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts
would have a building that keeps pace
with the requirements of its work and
contributes to the development and
expansion of the scope of its activities.

His Beatitude also visited the Directorate
of Heritage and Syriac Museum, where
he met in a dialogue session with an
elite group of our people’s writers and
intellectuals, cadres of the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts,
the Directorate of Heritage, the Syriac
Museum, the Library of Syriac Culture,
and members of the Syriac Arts
Ensemble, during which a number of our
people’s intellectuals presented
interventions that stressed the Church’s

B
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support for the Chaldean Catholic
Church against the attack it has been
exposed to and their rejection of any
insult to the Church and the person of
the Patriarch.

His Beatitude spoke about the
importance of culture in the lives of
peoples and touched on the necessity of
modernisation, as well as keeping pace
with the requirements and rapid
developments of the times, far from
fanaticism and fundamentalism.

The Director of Syriac Heritage and the
Museum also gave a brief explanation of
his directorate, the history of its
establishment and activities, as well as
the development projects that it is
witnessing.

His Beatitude was accompanied on the
visit by Fr. Afram Gilyana, Director of the
Patriarchal Seminary.

248



Jlil

News

ladsn

Syriac Cultural Directorate Celebrates
Reception of Chaldean Catholic Patriarch,
Cardinal Louis Raphael Sako

His Beatitude, Cardinal Mar Louis
Raphael Sako, Patriarch of the Chaldean
Catholics in Iraq and the world, visited
the General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region on
the morning of Thursday 14 September
2023. He was received by the General
Director, Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, Bernard
Youssef, Director of Syriac Heritage and
Museum, Fouad Shimoun, Director of
Administrationatthe General Directorate,
as well as the directors of its affiliated
departments, and their staff.

During the visit, the Director General of
Syriac Culture and Arts gave His
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Beatitude a comprehensive explanation
of the General Directorate, its sub-
departments, its distinguished activities,
the qualitative leap it has witnessed in
the past short period, and the qualitative
festivals, conferences and events it
organises.

His Beatitude expressed his happiness
with this visit and expressed his great
appreciation and pride in all the amazing
cultural and heritage activities and
events provided by the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts, in
addition to its various publications,
especially its magazine Banipal.



Syriac Cultural Directorate Participates in
the Opening of an Exhibition of Pictures of
Christian Peshmerga in Zakho
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On Tuesday, 12 September 2023, Kaldo
Ramzi Oghanna, Director General of
Syriac Culture and Arts in the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region, participated in the
opening of an exhibition of photographs

of the Christian Peshmerga who
participated in Kurdistani revolutions.
This was held by the Ishtar Center for
Culture and Arts in Zakho, sponsored by
Mar Felix Al-Shabi, head of the Chaldean
Catholic Diocese of Zakho, and funded
by the General Directorate of Syriac
Culture and Arts.

The Syriac  Cultural Directorate’s
delegation, headed by Director-General
Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, visited Mar Felix

Al-Shabi at the episcopal residence. The
delegation included Bernard Youssef,
Director of Syriac Heritage and the
Museum, Fouad Shimoun, Administrative
Director,and anumber of the Directorate’s
employees.

The delegation briefed the diocese on
the various activities and events
sponsored and organised by the General
Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts in
the various areas where our people are
present, and where Oghanna confirmed
the Directorate’s readiness to cooperate
with the Church and all our people's
cultural and artistic institutions in
organising more.
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General Directors of Syriac Education in
Baghdad and Erbil Entertained by Syriac
Cultural Directorate

Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, Director General
of Syriac Culture and Arts in the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region, received Imad Salem
Jajjo, the Federal Government’s Director
General of Syriac Studies, accompanied
by Nizar Hanna, Director General of
Syriac Education in the Iraqi Kurdistan
Region, on the morning of Wednesday
morning 30 August 2023, at the
Directorate building in Ankawa district
centre.

During the meeting, the experience of
Syriac education, the obstacles it faces,
ways to overcome them, and the impact
of this experience on the Syriac cultural
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reality in Iraq and the region were
discussed. Oghanna affirmed the
General Directorate’s readiness to
cooperate with all Syriac educational
institutions and our people’s cultural
institutions in general, in a way that
contributes to the development of the
Syriac language.

The two guests praised the activities of
the General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts and its various activities in our
people’s various regions, stressing the
readiness of their directorates to
cooperate in the relevant fields.
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Syriac Cultural DirectorateParticipates in
Dialogue Session on Development of Assur
Archaeological Site

The Directorate of Syriac Heritage and
Museum of the Kurdistan Regional
Government’s General Directorate of Syriac
Culture and Arts, in cooperation with the
Shlomo  Documentation  Organization,
organized a dialogue session on how to
develop and protect the archaeological site
of Assur, located in the al-Shirgat district of
Salah al-Din Governorate on Monday 28
August 2023, in the hall of the Directorate of
Syriac Heritage and Museum in Ankawa.

The session was moderated by Fares Jajjo,
former Iraqi Minister of Science and
Technology, and Bernard Youssef, Director
of Syriac Heritage and the Museum. Dr.
Yalda Razmahang, lecturer at the American
University of Iraq — Sulaymaniyah and
employee of the “American University in
Sulaymaniyah Center for Archeology and
Cultural Heritage” spoke in the presence of

Farouk Hanna, deputy in the Iragi Parliament
and Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, Director General
for Syriac Culture and Arts, as well as a
number of people from the al-Shirqat district
who are interested in heritage and
archeology.

The session discussed mechanisms and
means of preserving and developing the
antiquities of Assur and giving it the
attention it deserves to be a local and
international tourist attraction, as well as
introducing the younger generations to it
and its ancient history.

At the end of the session, the audience was
allowed to ask their questions and provide
their opinions. The session came out with
several recommendations and decisions
that will be submitted to the concerned
authorities in the Iragi government.
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Syriac Cultural Directorate Participates
in Closing Ceremony of Diyana Youth
Festival

Khaldo Ramzi Oghanna, Director
General of Syriac Culture and Arts,

participated in the closing
ceremony of the seventh cultural
and sporting festival at Mar
Gewargis Church — Diyana on the
evening of Saturday, 26 August
2023, in the presence of Mar Abris
Youkhanna, Bishop of Kirkuk and
Diyana, and Patriarchal Auxiliary
of the Assyrian Church of the East,
Mar Aprem Athniel, Metropolitan
of Syria,andacrowdof participating
youth.
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The General Directorate’s Syriac
Arts Ensemble presented a number
of dance shows at the closing
ceremony, which also witnessed
the events of the final football
match between the teams of al-
Rafidayn and Hazar-Jot. Then the
General Director of Syriac Culture
and Arts participatedindistributing
prizes to those who participated in
the various competitions of the
festival.
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Undersecretary of Culture and Youth
Ministry Entertained by Syriac Cultural
Directorate

Kaldo Ramzi Oghanna, Director General
of Syriac Culture and Arts in the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region, received Aryan
Salahuddin, Deputy Minister of Culture
and Youth of the Kurdistan Regional
Government, on the morning of Sunday,
20August 2023, at the General
Directorate building in Ankawa district
centre, in the presence of the General
Directorate’s directors of departments.

During the meeting, Mr. Salahuddin
praised the efforts made by the General

Directorate of Syriac Culture and Arts
and the pivotal role it plays in Iraqi
Kurdistan's cultural scene.

For his part, Oghanna expressed the
Syriac Cultural Directorate’s appreciation
for the support of the Kurdistan Regional
Government, especially the Ministry of
Culture, rendered to the cultures of its
components, as well as its constant
endeavor to overcome the obstacles
that stand in the way of their prosperity
and development.
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The most popular title for Ephrem is Harp
of the Spirit (z.033 231a, Kenara d-Riha).
He is also referred to as the Deacon of
Edessa, the Sun of the Syrians and a Pillar
of the Church. His Roman Catholic feast
day of 9 June conforms to his date of
death.

By declaring Ephrem as the Doctor of the
Church, Pope Benedict XVin his encyclical
Principi Apostolorum Petro, stated, he is
called the ‘Father of Hymnody' of the
Church and the ‘Harp of the Holy Spirit'.
Pope continues, “Ephrem never left his
solitude in Edessa except on fixed days to
preach. In his preaching, he defended the
dogmas of faith from swelling heresies.
If, conscious of his lowliness, he did not
dare to rise to the priesthood, he
nevertheless showed himself a most
perfect imitator of St Stephen in the lower
rank of the diaconate. He devoted all of
his time to teaching Scripture, to
preaching and to instructing the nuns in
sacred psalmody. Daily he wrote
commentaries on the Bible to illustrate
the orthodox faith; he came to the aid of
his fellow citizens, especially the poor
and the stricken. What he sought to teach
others, he first did absolutely and
perfectly” (8).

This article is better to be closed with
following statement from the encyclical:
“Therefore, God, who has ‘exalted the
humble, bestows great glory on blessed
Ephrem and proposes him to this age as
a doctor of heavenly wisdom and an
example of the choicest virtues. And the
appropriateness of his example is truly
singular today” (15).
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each).

The third category of Ephrem’s writings is
his prose work. He wrote a biblical
commentary on the Diatessaron (the
single gospel harmony of the early Syriac
church), the Syriac original of which was
found in 1957. His Commentary on
Genesis and Exodus is an exegesis of
Genesis and Exodus. Some fragments
exist in Armenian of his commentaries on
the Acts of the Apostles and Pauline
Epistles. He also wrote refutations
against Bardaisan, Mani, Marcion and
others. He wrote many prayers and
hymns, thereby enriching the Church's
liturgical services.

Ephrem wrote exclusively in the Syriac
language, but translations of his writings
exist in Armenian, Coptic, Georgian,
Greek and other languages. Some of his
works are only extant in translation
(particularly in  Armenian). Syriac
Churches still use many of Ephrem’s
hymns as part of the annual cycle of
worship. However, most of these liturgical
hymns are edited and conflated versions
of the originals. The most complete,
critical text of authentic Ephrem was
compiled between 1955 and 1991 by
Dom Edmund Beck, OSB, as part of the
Corpus Scriptorum Christianorum
Orientalium (CSCO 151-2, 154-5, 169-70,
174-5, 186-7, 198-9, 212-3, 223-4, 246-7,
248-9, 270-1, 305-6, 311-2, 320-1, 322-3,
334-5, 363-4, 412-3). Edmund Beck
devoted himself for the production critical
editions of the works of Ephrem. Through
the application of rigorous philological
standards, he was able to separate the
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authentic works of Ephrem from the large
body of spurious writings that circulated
under his name.

Greek Ephrem

There is a huge corpus of Ephrem pseud-
epigraphy and legendary hagiography.
Some of these compositions are in verse,
often a version of Ephrem’s heptosyllabic
couplets. Most of these works are
considerably later compositions in Greek.
Students of Ephrem often refer to this
corpus as having a single, imaginary
author called “Greek Ephrem”, or Ephraem
Graecus (as opposed to the real Ephrem
the Syrian). This is not to say that all texts
ascribed to Ephrem in Greek are by others,
but many are. Although Greek
compositions are the main source of
pseud-epigraphic material, there are also
works in Latin, Slavonic and Arabic.

Veneration as a Saint

Ephrem is venerated as an example of
monasticdisciplinein Eastern Christianity.
In the Eastern Orthodox scheme of
hagiography, Ephrem is counted as a
Venerable Father (i.e., a sainted Monk).
His feast day is celebrated on 28 January
and on the Saturday of the Venerable
Fathers, which is the Saturday before the
beginning of Great Lent.

On 5 October 1920, Pope Benedict XV
proclaimed Ephrem a Doctor of the
Catholic Church (Doctor of the Syrians).
This proclamation was made before
critical editions of Ephrem’s authentic
writings were available.
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Daughters of the Covenant a public role
in the everyday life of the Church.

St Ephrem, accounting himself as the
least and worst of all, went to Egypt at the
end of his life to see the efforts of the
great ascetics. He was accepted there as
a guest and received great solace from
conversing with them. On his return
journey he visited at Caesarea in
Cappadocia with St Basil the Great, who
wanted to ordain him a priest, but he
considered himself unworthy of the
priesthood. Later on, St Basil invited St
Ephrem to accept a bishop’s throne, but
the saint feigned madness in order to
avoid this honour, humbly regarding
himself as unworthy of it. After his return
to his own Edessa wilderness, St Ephrem
hoped to spend the rest of his life in
solitude, but divine Providence again
summoned him to serve his neighbour.
The inhabitants of Edessa were suffering
from a devastating famine. By the
influence of his word, the saint persuaded
the wealthy to render aid to those in need.
From the offerings of believers he built a
poor-house for the poor and sick. After a
ten-year residency in Edessa, in his
sixties, Ephrem succumbed to the plague
as he ministered to its victims. The most
reliable date for his death is 9 June 373.

Writings

His literary legacy testifies to a wide
range of liturgical, catechetical, and
exegetical  activities  which  had
inestimable influence on the churches of
the Syriac Orient. Over four hundred
hymns composed by Ephrem still exist.
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Granted that some have been lost,
Ephrem’s literary productivity is not in
doubt. The church historian Sozomen
credits Ephrem with having written over
three million lines.

The most important of his works are lyric
and teaching hymns ( zx3a%, madraseé).
These hymns are full of rich, poetic
imagery drawn from biblical sources, folk
tradition, and other religions and
philosophies. The madrasé are gathered
into various hymn cycles. Each group has
a title — Carmina Nisibena, On Faith, On
Paradise, On Virginity, Against Heresies
— but some of these titles do not do
justice to the entirety of the collection
(for instance, only the first half of the
Carmina Nisibena is about Nisibis). Each
madrasa usually had a refrain ( ja.a0s.
'Gnita), which was repeated after each
stanza. Particularly influential were his
Hymns ‘Against Heresies'. Ephrem used
these to warn his flock of the heresies
that threatened to divide the early Church.
The Hymns Against Heresies employ
colourful metaphors to describe the
Incarnation of Christ as fully human and
divine. In Ephrem’s hands the madrasa is
“a powerful teaching device. He uses its
parallelism to meditate on subtle
theological points, to explore dimensions
of type and antitype or to drive home a
polemic against heretics and other
religious rivals.”

Ephrem also wrote verse homilies ( 255015,
mémré). These sermons in poetry are far
fewer in number than the madrasé. The
mémré were written in a heptosyllabic
couplets (pairs of lines of seven syllables
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left the school. After he reached Edessa,
it is claimed that he took over the
directorship of the school of Edessa and
its importance grew up further under his
guidance.

During Ephrem’s life Nisibis was the major
commercial and political centre in
Northeast Mesopotamia and the point of
trade between the Roman and Persian
empires, with a cosmopolitan blend of
people including Jews, Romans, Arabs,
Aramaeans, Parthians and Iranians.?
Emperor Constantine | (272-337), who
had legalised and promoted the practice
of Christianity in the Roman Empire, died
in 337. Seizing on this opportunity, Shapur
Il (309- 379) of Persia began a series of
attacks into Roman North Mesopotamia.
Nisibis was besieged in 338, 346 and
350. During the first siege, Ephrem
credited Bishop Jacob as defending the
city with his prayers. In the third siege, of
350, Shapur rerouted the river Mygdonius
to undermine the walls of Nisibis. The
Nisibenes quickly repaired the walls while
the Persian elephant cavalry became
bogged down in the wet ground. Ephrem
celebrated what he saw as the miraculous
salvation of the city in a hymn that
portrayed Nisibis as being like Noah's
Ark, floating to safety on the flood
(Carmina Nisibena 11).

In 363 Nisibis was captured by Persians
and the entire Christian population was
expelled from there. After this, Ephrem
went to a monastery near the city of
Edessa. There he saw many great
ascetics, passing their lives in prayer and
psalmody. Ephrem, with others, went first

to Amida (Diyarbakir), eventually settling
in Edessa (modern Sanliurfa) in 363.

Ephrem combined asceticism with a
ceaseless study of the Word of God,
taking from it both solace and wisdom
for his soul. The Lord gave him a gift of
teaching, and people began to come to
him, wanting to hear his counsel, which
produced compunction in the soul, since
he began with self-accusation. Both
verbally and in writing, he instructed
everyone in repentance, faith and piety,
and he denounced the Arian heresy,
which at that time was causing great
turmoil. Pagans who heard the preaching
of the saint were converted to
Christianity.

Ephrem, in his late fifties, applied himself
to the ministry in his new church and
seems to have continued his work as a
teacher, perhaps in the school of Edessa.
Edessa had always been at the heart of
the Syriac-speaking world, and the city
was full of rival philosophies and
religions. Ephrem comments that
orthodox Nicene Christians were simply
called ‘Palutians’ in Edessa, after a
former bishop. Arians, Marcionites,
Manichees, Bardaisanites and various
gnostic sects proclaimed themselves as
the true church. In this confusion,
Ephrem wrote a great number of hymns
defending Nicene orthodoxy. A later
Syriac writer, Jacob of Serugh, wrote
that Ephrem rehearsed all-female choirs
to sing his hymns set to Syriac folk tunes
in the forum of Edessa.® This homily
celebrates Ephrem’s active participation
in the daily life of the church. Jacob
credited Ephrem with giving the
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5. Maybe he is the first one who started
women choirs in the Christian churches.
He formed women choirs and appreciated
the females in his works.’

Life

His parents raised their son in piety.
Internal evidence from Ephrem’s hymnody
suggests that both his parents were part
of the growing Christian community in
the city, although later hagiographers
wrote that his father was a pagan priest
(or there are some other claims that his
parents were initially pagans and later
converted to Christianity). Numerous
languages were spoken in the Nisibis of
Ephrem’s day, mostly dialects of Aramaic.
And the Christian community there used
the Syriac dialect. The culture included
pagan religions, Judaism and early
Christian sects.

Jacob, the second bishop of Nisibis (+
338), was appointed in 308, and Ephrem
grew up under his leadership. Jacob of
Nisibis is recorded as a signatory at the
First Council of Nicea in 325. He was a
noted ascetic, a preacher of Christianity
and denouncer of the Arians. Ephrem
was baptized as a youth and almost
certainly became a son of the covenant
(bnay gyama), an unusual form of Syrian
proto-monasticism. That means, he
seemsto have been a part of the members
of the covenant, a close-knit, urban
community of Christians that had
‘covenanted’ themselves to service and
had refrained from sexual activity. It
refers to Ephrem as ‘a single one’ ( a2 ).
In Ephrem’s time, the Syriac ‘single one’
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modelled his life on Christ, ‘the only
Begotten Son of the Father'. Edmund
Beck, who spent most of his time to study
Ephrem, convincingly demonstrated that
Ephrem lived an indigenous Syriac
Christian lifestyle which is identified as
‘proto-monastic’, the cornerstone of
which was the vow of sexual continence
made at baptism.

Bishop Mar Jacob appointed Ephrem as
a teacher. Under his guidance Ephrem
attained Christian meekness, humility,
submission to God’s will, and the strength
to undergo various temptations without
complaint. Constant spiritual sobriety,
the developing of good within man’s soul
gives him the possibility to take upon
himself a task like blessedness, and a
selfconstraint like sanctity. Realizing the
great worth of his disciple, Mar Jacob
made use of his talents. He trusted him
to preach sermons, to instruct children in
school, and he took Ephrem with him to
the First Ecumenical Council at Nicea (in
the year 325). StEphrem wasin obedience
to Mar Jacob for fourteen years, until the
bishop’s death in 338. He was ordained
as a deacon either at his baptism or later
(There is a legend that he was a monk).

He began to compose hymns and write
biblical commentaries as part of his
educational office. Ephrem is popularly
credited as the founder of the School of
Nisibis, which, in later centuries, was the
centre of learning of the Syriac Orthodox
Church. The school was originally
founded in 350 in Nisibis. In 363, when
Nisibis fell to the Persians, Ephrem
accompanied by a number of teachers
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Ephrem, the Syrian

Joseph Kalariparampil

Ephrem the Syrian (w302 @342 uav) Mar
Aprém Siryaya, ca. 306 — 373), a Syriac
deacon, a prolific Syriac-language
hymnographer, a theologian, a teacher of
repentance, was born at the beginning of
the fourth century in the city of Nisibis
(now Nusaybin in Turkey, on the border
with Syria; in Roman Mesopotamia, then
recently-acquired by the Roman Empire)
into the family of impoverished toilers of
the soil. His works are hailed by Christians
throughout the world, and many
denominations venerate him as a saint.
He has been declared a Doctor of the
Catholic Church. He is especially beloved
in the Syrian Churches. He is the most
widely acclaimed figure in the history of
Syriac-speaking Christianity.

Eminent Syriac scholar, Sebastian Brock
in his Luminous Eye, explains five ways

why Ephrem is becoming more important
these days:

1. He belongs to Asian Christianity, not
the West. In order to have a Christianity
freed from Greek, Ephrem is the apt
theologian.

2. His poetical and symbolical theology
gives us a break from the old approaches.
There is freshness, vigour and novelty in
his works.

3. He gives the inner meaning of Scripture
and helps us to focus on the spiritual
sense of Scripture.

4. His ideas of the interconnectedness of

everything make him an appropriate saint
for ecologically-minded people.
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celebrating our cultural heritage and
history through my work. | am driven by
the desire to illuminate the beauty of our
heritage, ensuring that the younger
generations, who may never have set foot
in Beth-Nahrain, can still experience its
essence through my art.
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For me, every stroke of the brush, every
piece of pottery, and every piece of carved
wood, serves as a testament to the
richness and resilience of our own Beth-
Nahrain's culture. It is from this wellspring
of tradition that | draw my inspiration,
infusing each creation with the spirit of
our ancestors and the hopes of a brighter
future.
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Beth-Nahrain: My Interpretation

Azhar Matti

In the eyes of some, art may be likened to
oxygen, but to me, it embodies so much
more — it's culture, history, emotion, and
beyond. My journey with art began in
elementary school, where | found solace
and expression through drawing. Hailing
from Karemlesh in Nineveh, Iraq, | was
fortunate to have a teacher, Jirjees Kado,
who recognized my passion and nurtured
my budding talent, imparting various
techniques and skills.

Enrolling at the Institute of Fine Arts in
Mosul further fuelled my artistic
exploration, with a focus on pottery,
inspired by the footsteps of my older
brother, Sami Matti Al-Yonan, himself a
skilled artist. Collaborating with fellow
artist Ziad Al-Shaby on projects like
sculpting a statue of Mar Addai for display
atopourchurch,andothercommemorating

the Christian martyrs in Mar Georges,
was both fulfilling and impactful.

However, upheavals in my homeland led
me to seek refuge in Europe, ultimately
finding myself in Malta. There, | had the
privilege of honing my craft in a studio
setting, contributing to the creative
endeavours of Sarah Keena Ceramica.
Yet, my journey didn’t end there; with the
assistance of friends from the Chaldean-
Assyrian community, | found a new home
and opportunity in Toronto, Canada.

Participating in my first art show in
America in 1996 marked a significant
milestone, and subsequent collaborations
with a collective of Chaldean and Assyrian
artists further enriched my artistic
journey. Central to my artistic vision is a
steadfast commitment to preserving and
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group of new singers, dancers, choirs,
etc., participated. There, Assyrian music
was presented in a very modern and
cultural manner. Besides folklore dances,
there were also folk songs performed in
both Syriac dialects. From the 1970s until
now, more than 80 Assyrian folk songs
have been composed by Nuri Iskandar.
He also released one instrumental album
by himself in 1989: “Solo violin with string
quintet” and “Solo oud with string trio.”

In 1975, after the outbreak of the
Lebanese civil war, he began studying the
music of the Syriac Orthodox Church
music in Aleppo. Since that time, he has
founded several Church choirs. His
interest and love for Church music and
hymns culminated in 1992, in the notation
of the Beth-Gazo (Treasury of Chants of
the Syriac Church) according to
recordings of Patriarch Ignatius Ya‘qub IlI
from 1960. The book was again published
in 1996 in a new edition. In 1989, Malfono
Nuri led several concerts in Sweden with
Ha b-Nisan Association, which was also
studio recorded and, in 1991, he recorded
an album with the Nineveh Music Choir in
Goteborg, which  several singers
participated in. A video was additionally
produced with these songs.

On the Syrian music scene, Nuri Iskandar
is also well-known as a composer of
movie and TV-serial soundtracks. He
composed the music for several cinema
movies and TV serials, e.g., the movies
al-Qal‘ah al-Khamisah (1979) and ‘Alagah
‘Ammah (2005). In the Syrian public eye,
he was also visible with his articles in
magazines and books. Between 1996

263

and 2002, he served as director of
Aleppo's Music Conservatory. Malfono
Nuri also worked for European stages. In
2002, he composed the play “The
Bacchae” by ancient Greek tragediest
Euripides (405 BC), in cooperation with
the ZT Hollandia theatre company. In the
summer of 2002, this piece was
performed in Brussels, Vienna, Cologne,
Athens and Amsterdam.

In 2014, due to the Syrian civil war,
Malfono Nuri was forced to flee Aleppo.
He subsequently immigrated to Sweden
with his family, where he lived until he
passed away on Christmas Day, 25
December, 2023. May he rest in peace,
and may his memory be eternal.

Adapted from: Abboud Zeitoune, Music
Pearls of Beth-Nahrin: An Assyrian/Syriac
Discography, (Wiesbaden: Assyrian
Democratic Organization, 2007), p. 544.
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Nuri Iskandar (1938-2023)

Abboud Zeitoune

Nuri Iskandar is considered as a famous
composer in the field of Assyrian music.
He especially searched for the roots of
folk music in Church music. In his view,
the Church conserved the old folk music
in its hymns for centuries.

Nuri was born in Dayr ez-Zor in 1938 into
quite a musical family. His father and all
three uncles were able to play a musical
instrument. After moving to Aleppo, he
studied music with Russian music
teacher Michel Borazenko. His love for
music led him to later study this subject
more at the University of Cairo between
1959 and 1964. After his graduation, he
returned to his hometown of Aleppo,
where he resided until 2012. He then
advanced in the field of music with
Armenian music teacher, violinist and
saxophonist Vache Yerimyan.

ladsn

Nouri Iskandar

His first vinyl single with Assyrian folk
songs was released with singer Jan
Barbar in 1971. Nuri composed the songs
with a modern western pop style, played
with guitar, bass guitar, drums and
keyboard. Right after that, he began
working with Habib Mousa in Beirut,
where they recorded two singles in 1971.
The next year, Nuri and Habib recorded
two other singles with the Syriac Orthodox
Church’s language teaching committee
as producers.

In 1973 and 1974, Nuri Iskandar was one
of those responsible for the first
professional and legendary Assyrian
musical festival at the Auditorium of the
UNESCO Palace in Beirut, in which a
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Foreword

With this new 50th issue, we are following with you the progress of your magazine, Banipal,
as it has been enriched with topics, researches and studies, in addition to the news it contains
of the various activities and events organised by the General Directorate of Syriac Culture
and Arts.

There are many topics that this issue is full of and, in the Syriac section, there are several
studies, researches and articles dealing with various topics. These include a study on
emigration from the homeland by journalist Akkad Murad, in which he addresses the reasons
for our people's departure for the diaspora countries and their future in the homeland, and
writer Kawme Sami Dik from Tur-'Abdin sheds light on the biography of Malfono Na'um
Fa'ig, the pioneer of our people's twentieth century national renaissance, while Yusuf Begtas
discusses a topic under the title “Eternal Meanings.”

The Syriac section also presents eloquent poems and other topics for literature lovers.
In the Arabic section, we deal with important historical studies, such as that by Bishop Habib
Hormiz, pastor of the Chaldean Catholic Diocese of Basra, completing the second part of
his historical research on the Diocese of Kashkar in Wasit, while Ibrahim Fadel al-Nasiri
discusses "Tikrit's Christian Schools in the Era of the Syriac Enlightenment,' and Abdul-Salam
Simaan al-Khudaidi dives into the depths of the Syriac language, dealing in his study with
“The Sureth spoken in Bakhdida." We have also reviewed in this issue's pages the biography
of late director Taher Saeed, whom author Nimrod Qasha describes as a bird that left us
early. As for this issue's special feature, which was prepared by professors Sam Subhi, Jamil
Diyarbakirli, and Sabri Yousif, we discuss the contributions of late Syriac musician Nuri
Iskandar in the field of Syriac musical notation, in addition to poetry and short-stories.

The Kurdish section deals with two characters: Hanna Batatu, and the lost plays of Na'um
al-Sahhar.

As for the English section, we present research on the music and melodies of Beth-Nahrain
in the works of Nuri Iskandar by Abboud Zeitoune, from artist Azhar Matti we read about
his interpretation of “Beth-Nahrain” and, finally, Joseph Kalariparampil writes about the
composer Mar Ephrem the Syrian.

In conclusion, we say: Your magazine is proud of you and your communication with its journey,
as well as your backing and support for it, and your unlimited encouragement, despite the
financial crises that the Kurdistan Region is going through, and the magazine’s lack of any
financial support or allocation. However, through the efforts of our authors, researchers,
and writers, and with your support, we will continue to provide it. We will thus continue with
wonderful productions, and our ambition for more brilliance and creativity is also without
limits.
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